
DAILY DEVOTIONS:                           Week of May 25 – May 30, 2020
Love Letters: Discovering God’s Love written on our hearts

1John 2:12-17
MONDAY: Read 1John 1 & 2 
Before starting, ask the Spirit to help you study, perceive, & apply faith regarding the truths presented.  
Read both chapters: How has your understanding of context benefitted? Identify the major theme(s)? 

TUESDAY: Read 1John 2:12-14
Ask Spirit to teach you about the danger of false salvation that plagues the church in every generation. 
Name the 3 groups of people John identifies in this section? What truth does he affirm for each group? 
To which group does John offer the same affirmation of faith twice? What might be the reason for this?  
 

WEDNESDAY: Read 1John 2:12-14
Ask the Holy Spirit to help you stand firm in Jesus through faith, action, power, love, and truth!
How does John address the entire body of believers in these 3 groups? Other translations use different 
words for children, mature in faith, & young in faith like: children/parents/youth or children/fathers/ 
young men. What other insights do these relationships convey? What’s the significance of restatement?

THURSDAY: Read 1John 2:15-17 & John 5:35-44
Ask the Spirit to train you to see God’s perspective so you know His priorities & do His will with Him.
John is not advocating hating the world God created, it’s beauty or inhabitants: rather, not loving the 
world as a source, vehicle, or pattern of evil; doing so denies that God’s love is in us. How does God’s 
original creation & man’s fall in Eden demonstrate this truth? Can a person be “of” God & Satan at the 
same time? Why or why not? How does John’s gospel contrast God and the world as sources of life?

FRIDAY: Read John 8:12-24
Ask the Spirit to increase your desire to learn & participate with Him through faith & obedience daily.  
What does Jesus say is true of the scribes & Pharisees in v19, 21 23, 24? How is being children either 
“of” God or “of” Satan help you understand yesterday’s devotion better?  

SATURDAY: Read John 8:31-47 
Thank Jesus for committing to finish your spiritual maturity, ministry & mission as you serve Him! 
What phrases does John use in the gospel that remind you of his letter? If every person is either a child 
“of” Satan or “of” God, then who’s child were you born physically? How do you get to be God’s child?



(Use your own Bible & this New Living Translation for comparison & better understanding)

1John 2:12-17 (NLT)
12) I am writing to you who are God’s children because your sins have been forgiven through Jesus.
13) I am writing to you who are mature in the faith because you know Christ, who existed from the 
beginning. I am writing to you who are young in the faith because you have won your battle with the 
evil one. 14) I have written to you who are God’s children because you know the Father. I have written 
to you who are mature in the faith because you know Christ, who existed from the beginning. I have 
written to you who are young in the faith because you are strong. God’s word lives in your hearts, and 
you have won your battle with the evil one.

15) Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have 
the love of the Father in you. 16) For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving 
for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, 
but are from this world. 17) And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. 
But anyone who does what pleases God will live forever.

John 5: (NLT)
35) John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you were willing for a season to bask in his 
light. 36) But I have testimony more substantial than that of John. For the works that the Father has 
given Me to accomplish—the very works I am doing—testify about Me that the Father has sent 
Me. 37) And the Father who sent Me has Himself testified about Me. You have never heard His voice 
nor seen His form, 38) nor does His word abide in you, because you do not believe the One He sent.
39) You pore over the Scriptures because you presume that by them you possess eternal life. These are 
the very words that testify about Me, 40) yet you refuse to come to Me to have life.

41) I do not accept glory from men, 42) but I know you, that you do not have the love of God 
within you. 43) I have come in My Father’s name, and you have not received Me; but if someone else 
comes in his own name, you will receive him. 44) How can you believe if you accept glory from one 
another, yet do not seek the glory that comes from the only God?

Pulpit Commentary:
Verses 15-17. - Secondly, walking in the light excludes all love of the world. This is another form of 
darkness. Verse 15. - Love not the world. Obviously, both "love" and "the world" are used in a 
different sense in John 3:16, where it is said that "God loved the world." The one love is selfish, the 
other unselfish. In the one case "the world" means the sinful elements of human life, in the other the 
human race. It is most important to distinguish different meanings of “world” in the New Testament:

(1) ornament (1 Peter 3:3); (2) the ordered universe, mundus (Romans 1:20);  (3) the earth (John 1:9); 
(4) the inhabitants of the earth (John 3:16); (5) all that is alienated from God, as here in John's writings. 

The things of the world are not those things in the world that may become objects of sinful 
affection, such as wealth or honor, or even scenery or physical objects. John is not condemning a love 
of material advantages which are God's gifts, nor of nature, which is God's work. He forbids loving 
those things that rival and exclude the love of God - all those immoral tendencies and pursuits which 
give the world its evil character. The world is order; the things in the world are the elements of disorder 
- those things which arise from each man making himself the center of the world, or of some little 
world of his own creation. These rival centers clash with one another, and also with the one true 
Center. All this John forbids. "Love not the world; no, nor any of its ways," as so often, John goes on to 
enforce his words by a negative statement of similar but not identical import. Love of the world 
absolutely excludes the love of the Father. "Ye cannot serve God and mammon." 
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