
May 30, 2021            Listen To God Who Is Speaking 
         Hebrews 12:14-29

-I’ve told you before, my memory’s not very good (I think I told you!) 
My wife/girls tell stories about our life together that I don’t recognize! 
-I know that a lot can influence the way we remember experiences: 

time, self-perceptions, emotions, changing perspectives, etc. 
-Makes me wonder: “How good were the memories of 1st C. Jews who    
          were clinging to OT? Had centuries altered their recollections?  

Listen to the way the author of Hebrews describes Israel’s first 
worship experience 1500 years earlier at Mt Sinai (See-nay’):
            18) You have not come to a physical mountain, to a place of 
flaming fire, darkness, gloom, and whirlwind, as the Israelites did at 
Mount Sinai. 19) For they heard an awesome trumpet blast and a 
voice so terrible that they begged God to stop speaking. 20) They 
staggered back under God’s command: “If even an animal touches the 
mountain, it must be stoned to death.” 21) Moses himself was so 
frightened at the sight that he said, “I am terrified and trembling.”
            
-Mt Sinai = place of desert desolation – no life, no water, no food! 

(Remember how Israel received manna, quail, water-rock??) 
-Israelites met God there in fear/trepidation; His power scared them! 
His voice shook the ground they stood on; lightning & thunder peeled 
so dreadfully that in terror, they obstinately refused to let God speak, 
insisting Moses intercede for them from then on. But an “indirect” 
relationship is not what God wanted with His people – then or now!
            
-The author paints pictures with words & phrases of both covenants. 
The severe contrast makes his point beautifully clear: “Stop holding on 
to the Good Ole Days! They weren’t that great! Accept Christ’s New, 
Better covenant – the finished picture of God’s plan to envelop His 
people into His Life & Love forever!
22) No, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to countless thousands of angels in a joyful 
gathering. 23) You have come to the assembly of God’s first-born 
children, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God 
himself, who is the judge over all things. You have come to the spirits 
of the righteous ones in heaven who have now been made perfect. 24) 
You have come to Jesus, the one who mediates the new covenant 

between God and people, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks of 
forgiveness instead of crying out for vengeance like the blood of Abel.
 
-The author’s point is this: the New, Better Covenant, pictured as the 
New Jerusalem of the Spirit-realm, is so superior to the old covenant, 
pictured at Mt Sinai, that it defies comparison! How do you compare 
the terrifying revelation of the 1st covenant with the glorious beauty of 
the final covenant – especially the way God is now speaking in/thru 
Jesus Christ? (1:4) – “The Son (who) radiates God’s own glory and 
expresses the very character of God… He cleansed us from our sins, 
and sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of the majestic 
God in heaven” finished with His work of reconciliation to begin His 
work of Mediation as our humanly divine, loving & eternal High 
Priest, who actually IS the God we worship! 

-To sum up the difference between the Covenants: We’re safe, not 
scared; God is faithful, not fearsome; we’re justified, not judged! 
            
-To this group of first-century Jews struggling for faith to believe he 
writes: You’re not at Mt Sinai in a desolate place on the earth! NO! 
You have approached God’s hometown, His spirit-realm Jerusalem, 
Eternal City of Peace, teaming with Spiritual Life & communion, fel-
lowship, acceptance & belonging where you can worship the Living 
God as He is, in Spirit & Truth, knowing Him as well as He knows us! 
        
So he pleads, “Be careful that you do not refuse to listen to the One 
who is speaking. For if the people of Israel did not escape when they 
refused to listen to Moses, the earthly messenger, we will certainly not 
escape if we reject the One who speaks to us from heaven!” 
-He warns any who have not yet received God’s gift of faith to allow 
His Spirit to persuade them that Jesus is God’s Messiah; that the Old 
& New Covenants represent physical & spiritual life respectively; but 
only Spirit-Life in Him can fulfill the infinite extent of God’s promises! 
 
-“you have come to” -5x!  “you have come to…heavenly Jerusalem”
-How can we have come to a city that doesn’t yet exist in time/space?! 
Because God’s gift of faith in Jesus cannot fail its purpose: to deliver 
us into Him permanently! The absolute result of Christ’s salvation, 
“It is finished,” is already complete in the spirit-realm and now, thru 
us, is being reflected in the physical realm: Christ’s spiritual kingdom 
is once again manifested in physical flesh & blood – not His, ours!    
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-Our union with Christ is complete: Where we are, He is! (Phil 1:21) 
Where He is, we are! (Eph 2:6)

-The spiritual kingdom has come to earth in us. But as we wait in faith 
for the finished restoration, God wants us to taste the goodness of the 
heavenly assembly & reflect it here/now! The author tells us how to 
inject the glory of this heavenly assembly into our earthly fellowship: 
14) Work at living in peace with everyone, and work at living a holy 
life, for those who are not holy will not see the Lord. 15) Look after 
each other so that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch 
out that no poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, 
corrupting many. 16) Make sure that no one is immoral or godless like 
Esau, who traded his birthright as the firstborn son for a single meal. 
-Waiting-well means doing the Works of Faith God’s Spirit leads!   
     How will we know the variety of ways God wants to use us in doing 
these “Works of Faith”? By Listening to Him who is speaking in us! 

There are 5 kinds of faith-works into which God’s Spirit will us:
            
1) Guide us in pursuing (aggressively chasing) peace with all people
14) “Work at living in peace with everyone” (knowing God’s got you)

Peace comes from being fully persuaded by faith that God 
is working everything for our good always

2) Complete us in the process of (pursuing) sanctification/holy living
14) “Work” at living a holy life” -allowing, resting, letting, submitting 
 Sanctification: God’s working His holiness out of us daily
    **Only by salvation thru faith (sinners to Saints) will we see God!

3) Help others to receive the fullness of God’s favor/goodness
15) "receive the grace of God" fully assured of God’s favor on you

Learning to fully accept all His promises to do you every good
            
4) Guard us against bitterness that corrupts us and our fellowship
15)“Watch out that no poisonous root of bitterness troubles/corrupts” 
     God’s truths that set us free from the bondage of emotions
       
5) Empower us against godlessness, immorality, & cultural norms
16) “Make sure that no one is immoral or godless (& unchallenged)”
 Worldly concerns that stifle us from working out our salvation

God’s voice shook the earth at Mt Sinai; but soon enough, He will 
shake everything free from Sin, recreating a new heaven & earth by 
the Word of His mouth for His people and forever! But until then…

Which of these Works of Faith is God speaking to you about today?
  Guiding, Completing, Helping, Guarding, or Empowering 
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