
May 16, 2021       FAITH TESTIFIES 

Hebrews 11:17-40 
 

Hebrews 11 should be on our list of favorite scripture passages! Why? 

Because it’s filled with testimonies that prove our faith in God works 

in real life situations! Testimonies anchor our confidence in Christ, 

reflect our spiritual lives in the physical realm, make the invisible God 

visible to all, & change our perspectives (God’s got this!) and our 

perceptions (God’s got me!) Testimonies give us “a shot in the arm”! 

 -Vaccine immunizes against virus & courage to live freely  

     Faith immunizes against Sin & infuses courage to trust God, act on 

 His promises, & become resistant to deception/doubt/distrust! 

     *Testimonies are “booster shots” for faith in God! 
 

11:2+39) Book ends! “…earned good reputation b/c of their faith” 

     Literal trans: “For in this the ancients were commended”   

 “commended” = martureo: bear witness, testify, a good report  

 -gained approval from God & people for their faith testimonies 
 

Listen to a few testimonies included in Hebrews 11: 22) It was by 

faith that Joseph, when he was about to die, said confidently that the 

people of Israel would leave Egypt. He even commanded them to 

take his bones with them when they left. (Joseph testified @ God’s 

plan for Israel by command: Don’t leave me behind; Egypt is not PL)   

29) It was by faith that the people of Israel went right thru the Red 

Sea as though they were on dry ground. But when the Egyptians 

tried to follow, they were all drowned. (Imagine the scene: churning 

wave-walls 30 ft high on both sides; salt mist on your skin, lips, hair, 

& dampening clothes; before you a raging water tunnel as far you can 

see! You want us to walk into that?! And after all had crossed thru, 

the water-walls collapsed on their enemies, ending the fear of death!) 

 Inspired yet? God will do exactly what He promised! 
 

Author uses phrase “by faith” 20 times in Heb 11! Theme - ? FAITH! 

Pastor Jeremy pointed out so brilliantly last week that faith & belief 

are not the same or interchangeable! Confession: I’m still learning!  

 -Faith: pistis = definition includes belief, trust, & confidence 

 -But root = persuade; divine persuasion in a yielded believer 

Faith is God’s gift for salvation; belief is man’s appropriate response 

   -Given exclusively to Christians & continuously boosted by HS! 

 -The righteous shall live by faith (HS’s constant persuasion!) 

 -For whatever is born of God has overcome the world. And 

       this is the victory that has conquered the world, our faith! 

 -For I have been crucified…I live by the faith of the Son… 
 

Belief = humanly generated! Believing something is true, real, genuine     

     is a choice based on our perspectives – what appears to be true!  

 -But we’re often proven wrong! Ever change your mind?! 

Faith is based on God’s Promise – all God says is true & a promise!  

Faith is God’s warranty that guarantees the fulfillment of the promises 

He speaks and that persuades the heart of a believer to accept them!  

  Only Faith produces salvation: Eph 2:8,9; Belief does not! Jas 2:19 

     ILLUS: “How can I believe?” Now I know: Ask God for faith! 

  

Author has organized numerous testimonies of biblical characters so 

we understand that Faith Fuses us to God & His promises in every 

category of life experiences: from blessings, to hardships, to testing! 
 

1) Faith Fuses Us to God in Blessings  
-23) It was by faith that Moses’ parents hid him for three months when he 

was born. They saw that God had given them an unusual child (!), & they 

were not afraid to disobey the king’s command. Faith over Fear 

-27) It was by faith that Moses left the land of Egypt, not fearing the king’s 

anger. He kept right on going because he kept his eyes on the one who is 

invisible. Faith to walk with God into the unknown 

-30) It was by faith that the Israelites marched around Jericho for seven 

days, & the walls came crashing down. Faith for the ridiculous 

 Which of these experiences is similar to what you face? Relying  

 on the faith of Jesus will conquer your fear, move you passed 

 the known, & prove sufficient to accomplish the ridiculous! 
 

2) Faith Fuses Us to God in Hardships  
-24) It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the 

son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25) He chose to share the oppression of God’s 

people instead of enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26) He thought it 

was better to suffer for the sake of Christ (God’s ultimate Salvation) than to 

own the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his great reward. 

     -Moses sacrificed worldly pleasures of sin for God’s spirit-realm rewards 

-35b) But others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be set 

free. They placed their hope in a better life after the resurrection. 36) Some 

were jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others were 

chained in prisons. 37) Some died by stoning, some were sawed in half, and 

others were killed with the sword. Some went about wearing skins of sheep 

and goats, destitute and oppressed and mistreated. 38) They were too good 

for this world, wandering over deserts and mountains, hiding in caves and 

 holes in the ground.  
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-During hardships, Christians ponder, “How do unbelievers make it? 

It’s hard enough for us with God’s help!” We live in a fallen world 

that Sin (noun, not verb) has corrupted/perverted, a world still under 

Satan’s influence, tho he’s defeated! A world where Believers = aliens 

& foreigners, in which God’s kingdom order clashes with the chaos of 

Sin. But our faith in God is like a “pressure valve” to relieve the 

stress of living a life that is counter-cultural to the world! So our 

faith sees to the “Beyond” –to a Reward beyond this realm, to the Rest 

made complete in God’s presence. Do we have hardships/sufferings? 

Of course! Jesus promised we would as long as we live in this sinfilled 

version of His world. But can hardships/sufferings defeat/destroy us?  

 Chorus: “My fear doesn’t stand a chance when I stand in Your love!” 

   My trou-bles don’t stand a chance when I stand in Your Truth 

   My Doubt doesn’t stand…when I stand in Your Faith! 
 

3) Faith Fuses Us to God in Testing   
Finally, we arrive at a testimony least sought or understood by us – but 

testing is not what you think! Because we belong to God, as does the 

faith He initiates/stimulates in us, He has every right to test that faith! 

But let’s be clear: the faith of the Son of God by which we live can 

never fail! So, why does God test our faith? To show Us the power of 

the faith that fuses us to Him! We wouldn’t know without seeing! 

(James 1:2-4) And the proof of your faith – evidence in real life – is 

worth more than purest gold or silver!  
-17) It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God 

was testing him. Abraham, who had received God’s promises, was ready to 

sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 18) even though God had told him, “Isaac is 

the son through whom your descendants will be counted.” 19) Abraham 

reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life again. 

And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead. 

 The author supplies further details to help us understand what 

Abe was thinking God would do: raise Isaac from the dead! 

Remarkably, Abraham never had any experience with God doing that - 

ever! It’s not previous experience we need to know if God can or 

will; it’s Faith fusing us to the promises of God for whom nothing is 

impossible, under any circumstances, in Abe’s life, my life, or yours! 

 

Are you sharing testimonies of God’s faith in your life? 

 

 

 

 

Hebrews 11:2 + 39:  

 Our faith experiences produce testimonies about God!     

 Divine Equation: Faith + Testimonies = Approval 

 

 

Faith is God’s persuasion of His will in yielded Christians. Belief is 

our “Faith-filled” response! 

 

 

How is your faith in God like a “pressure valve” to relieve the stress of 

living a counter-cultural life? 

 

 

It’s not previous experience we need to know if God can or will… 

It is faith fusing us to promises of Him for whom nothing is impossible! 

 

 

Are you sharing the testimonies of God’s faithfulness in your life? 
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