
Mar 7, 2021               CHRISTIAN or COUNTERFEIT
                                                Hebrews 5:11-6:12 

Jesus said, “My Father is glorified when you bear much fruit and so 
prove to be My disciples.” (John 15:8). Jesus’ point is clear: genuine 
salvation produces faithful, fruitful Christians! Fruit is proof! 
Therefore, people who claim to be Christians, but demonstrate no fruit, 
are Counterfeit. They’re like artificial fruit: not what they appear to be

            ILLUS: Moving “company” from GA to IL. Scammed?
                        They proved who they were by their actions!

*Not all who profess Christ as Savior/Lord are true Christians; some 
are Counterfeits! What’s the difference? How do you tell? Which are 
you? Grab your graphe and turn to Heb 5 as you listen to Logos!
          In his most fervent appeal yet, the author challenges first century 
Jews to contend for spiritual maturity that produces fruit of faith as 
evidence rather than mere church association or activity. His concern 
is that many might be counterfeit Christians who face condemnation & 
judgment for their unbelief, like their ancestors did at Kadesh-Barnea 
when they didn’t believe God to lead them into the P. L. Land of rest!
            He calls them spiritual infants who should be growing up but, 
because of lack of interest & practice, were still unable to distinguish 
righteousness from sin (5:14). “You should be teachers by now, but 
you’re really just bad students! You don’t care or listen, apply or 
practice the truths that prove new life in Christ by His Spirit!” (12)

*What were they missing @ faith in C? Spirit working or Response? 
     “Sozo” = to rescue/deliver: a decision generating ongoing changes!
An encounter with Christ at a specific time (event) that still matters 
today & produces ongoing changes showing evidence/proof of new life
       ILLUS: like Paul’s Damascus Rd experience: he heard God’s 

speak; repented & believed, & began living a different life!
   *Paul’s conversion was not extreme: but the fruit of his faith was!

True Salvation produces a real but unseen spiritual metamorphosis that 
is impossible to ignore or reverse: a converted spirit-nature, complete 
with new desires, proves the recreation of a new person who is being 
continually transformed in soul (mind, will, & emotions) and action! 

*Like caterpillars to butterflies & tadpoles to frogs - utterly different!

READ: 6:3-6 (NLT) 

To be clear, this section of scripture produces much debate in 
the Christian community about whether the author is saying that true 
Christians can lose their salvation. I don’t believe that is his message – 
nor do I believe it’s the message of the bible! The author’s purpose in 
writing is to influence his indecisive, wavering audience to choose 
Christ as Savior – The Messiah who is the Greatest fulfillment of all 
OT models: Mediator, High Priest, sacrifice, & temple to name a few. 
Because of Christ, there is no other sufficient form of righteousness 
with God: not lineage, Jewish heritage, Law, or works of self-effort.  

Their involvement in church & Christian community seemed 
sincere: they were enlightened (for all men are; some refuse! John 1), 
partaking of the Holy Spirit’s gifts, tasting the goodness of God & 
participating in worship/ministry. But all of this can be humanly 
manufactured, faked, counterfeited! OT Israel did! They all crossed 
the Red Sea on dry land, drank water from the rock, ate manna & quail 
daily, met God at Mt. Sinai, participated in worship/sacrifices at the 
Tabernacle on their way to the Promised Land, YET – not all believed 
God or entered in! Instead, they chose to believe the voices of 10 
faithless men rather than God who delivered them out…but not in!
   The exchanged life of Christ, inherited by a willful decision to repent 
and believe, cannot be reversed, lost or returned because it recreates, 
by metamorphosis, a new self that produces the fruit of a new life! 
            -Matthew 13:18-23 – Jesus explains the parable of the seed: 

3 counterfeits soils that never produced fruit! Only one 
of the soils produced fruit that is the proof of faith in 
Christ: 30, 60, 100 times as much as planted! 

            -John 15:5,8 – counterfeit branches don’t bear fruit of faith!     
                  Therefore, many Jews were cut out! But every true branch, 

connected to the vine, always bears fruit continually!
*Heb 6:8,7 – Author’s illustration: some ground “responds” to God’s 
influence, producing a crop of goodness! The author challenges them 
to examine their own hearts & the fruit of faith that their lives present!

So, why does the author use this language that might imply a danger of 
losing or giving back salvation? What choice does his have?
            -He cannot see the heart condition to verify conversion
            -What could be seen can be manipulated or counterfeited
            -Endurance & persistence is the proof of true salvation  

And so the author writes: “We are confident that you are meant for 
better things, things that come with salvation (implying they’re not  



experiencing this yet! Pastor Jeremy’s WNL exhortation for all of us!) 
11) Our great desire is that you will keep on loving others as long as 
life lasts, in order to make certain that what you hope for will come 
true. (evidence is what we need to prove who we’ve become, becoming 
& will become! Love is the greatest fruit of salvation) 12) Then you 
will not become spiritually dull and indifferent (he’s already accused 
them of this – 5:11!) Instead (!), you will follow the example of those 
who are going to inherit God’s promises because of their faith & 
endurance.” (The “one-time for all-time” salvation that regenerates 
people with new identities, new character, & new futures cannot be 
confirmed by a snapshot observation; only endurance shows proof!)

ILLUS. In the 1600-1700’s, Scottish Highlanders wore kilts 
displaying their family tartan. This multicolored fabric showed 
on the outside the inside identity (name/clan) of the wearer!

Christians don’t have a tartan fabric! “…put off your 
former way of life, your old self, which is being corrupted by its 
deceitful desires. Be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put on 
the new self, created to be like God in righteousness & holiness of 
truth.” (Eph 4:22-24) So, love & faithful service, as well as the 
character of Christ evident in our choices, words, & actions, 
display outwardly the proof of new identities as true Christians! 
    
     *The evidence that proves salvation is not finished until we see 
Jesus face to face – but it should be showing & growing daily! 

The author poses the harshest reality that some among his 
hearers & readers would not inherit God’s kingdom and promises 
because they might not be genuine Christians…but Counterfeits!
        The same issue must be presented today in every church, to every 
“Christian”: Are you genuine or a fraud? Christian or Counterfeit? 
“For even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light” (2Cor 11:14)
         
So, what fruit gives proof of Christ’s presence & power in you?

Hebrews 5:11-6:12 (NLT) 11) There is much more we would like to 
say about this, but it is difficult to explain, especially since you are 
spiritually dull and don’t seem to listen. 12) You have been believers 
so long now that you ought to be teaching others. Instead, you need 
someone to teach you again the basic things about God’s word. You 
are like babies who need milk and cannot eat solid food. 13) For 
someone who lives on milk is still an infant and doesn’t know how to 
do what is right.  14) Solid food is for those who are mature, who 
through training have the skill to recognize the difference between 
right and wrong.

1) So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ 
again and again. Let us go on instead and become mature in our 
understanding. Surely we don’t need to start again with the 
fundamental importance of repenting from evil deeds and placing 
our faith in God. 2) You don’t need further instruction about 
baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and 
eternal judgment. 3) And so, God willing, we will move forward to 
further understanding.

4) For it is impossible to bring back to repentance those who 
were once enlightened—those who have experienced the good things 
of heaven and shared in the Holy Spirit, 5) who have tasted the 
goodness of the word of God and the power of the age to come— 6) 
and who then turn away from God. It is impossible to bring such 
people back to repentance; by rejecting the Son of God, they 
themselves are nailing him to the cross once again and holding him 
up to public shame.

 7) When the ground soaks up the falling rain and bears a 
good crop for the farmer, it has God’s blessing. 8) But if a field bears 
thorns and thistles, it is useless. The farmer will soon condemn that 
field and burn it.

9) Dear friends, even though we are talking this way, we 
really don’t believe it applies to you. We are confident that you are 
meant for better things, things that come with salvation. 10) For God 
is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for him, 
and how you have shown your love to him by caring for other 
believers, as you still do. 11) Our great desire is that you will keep on 
loving others as long as life lasts, in order to make certain that what 
you hope for will come true. 12) Then you will not become spiritually 
dull & indifferent. Instead, you will follow the example of those who 
are going to inherit God’s promises b/c of their faith & endurance.
Matthew 13:19-23 (NLT)  The Parable of the Sower
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19) The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the 
message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it…the evil one 
snatches it away. 20) The seed on the rocky soil represents those who 
hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 21) But since 
they don’t have deep roots, they…fall away as soon as they have 
problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 22) The seed 
that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, 
but…the message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the 
lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 23) The seed that fell on good 
soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and 
produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much 
as had been planted!” Only the seed that produced fruit = Christians!

John 15:5,8 (NLT)
“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, 
and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can 
do nothing. When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. 
This brings great glory to my Father.

6:5 = word = rhema - the Lord speaking His dynamic, living 
word in a believer to inbirth faith!
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