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1Thess 5:12-28 
 

In keeping with Paul’s other epistles, this one ends with a benediction, 

personal greetings, and parting reminders & instructions. For our 

purposes today, we’re going to concentrate on Paul’s final instructions 

to the church regarding their care for pastors and each other.  

 I would never choose a passage of scripture with this subject 

matter for my final sermon among you; but neither will I avoid what 

God wants you to hear. Let me say loudly & clearly: it has been an 

honor & a privilege to serve you as His under-shepherd. I have 

appreciated the opportunity God has given me to do so, learned much, 

trusted more, grown in faith, knowledge, & application and challenged 

you to do the same. At times, I have been amazed at your willingness to 

follow as I follow Jesus, & your love toward Lynda, me, & our family 

members. From the fullness of my heart, I thank you! With this in 

mind…let’s read Paul’s final comments to the church at Thessalonica: 

 READ:1Thess 5:12-28 (NLT) 
 

This passage falls easily into 3 subjects: 1) relationships with pastors, 

2) relationships with each another, & 3) relationships with Christ as His 

one Church! We shouldn’t be surprised that Paul leans heavily into 

relationships: everything in the kingdom is about direct, personal, 

deepening relationships…beginning with God. That’s the reason that 

the scripture warns us not to bypass or mediate our relationships with 

each other when we encounter misunderstandings, hardships, or hurt 

feelings: because no one else can fix what is broken between us! If it is 

to be fixed, it will be done by mutual submission to Spirit & each other 

Ephesians 5:18b-21: “…be filled with the Holy Spirit, singing psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to 

the Lord in your hearts…And further, submit to one another out of 

reverence for Christ.” We must learn to cherish, deepen, & protect our 

relationships with each other as gifts from God. But don’t we already 

do that? You assess for you while Paul offers some helpful advice! 
 

1) Relationships with Pastors    1Thess 5:12-13 

 Please let me relieve the pressure in the room: I am not talking 

about your relationships with me. In the spirit realm, I haven’t been 

your pastor since the second week in August, 2022! That’s when God 

informed me that His will for us involved a different church. But His 

will didn’t become known on earth until Feb 19, 2023! AND He has a 

pastor for you already! This pastor is known in the spirit realm – but 

like me, not known in the earthly realm yet! As you walk with the Lord 

into the future, these 2 realms will intersect: you will meet this man…if 

you don’t already know him…but only if you follow God’s lead! 

 When his identity is known, remember Paul’s admonition: 

13) “Show (him) great respect and wholehearted love because he 

works hard among you...and live peacefully with each other.” 

Living peacefully is a decision we each make personally & individually 

The choice depends on No One Else! We cannot blame others for our 

offenses: we don’t have to be offended by the words/actions of others!  

 ILLUS: I have never known anyone less offendable than Gran! 

You’re getting another pastor! God will see to it! Expect a relationship 

with him; pray for him (not about); talk to him (not about); expect him 

to have passion for Jesus, compassion for people, consistency in faith 

& life, & to continue growing in faith & maturity! Accept nothing less! 

  -Character: should reflect Christ in perspective & deportment 

 -Compassion: should be for Christians and unbelievers alike 

 -Clarity: not merely in preaching, but in life & faith choices 

It’s clear that Paul is pleased with the pastoral leaders God called out & 

left in charge (before Paul’s missionary team departed in haste/duress).    

*God wants His churches to make a pastor’s service a joy for him/all! 
 

2) Relationships with Each Another        1Thes 5:14-22  

 This portion is rich with verbs of action: urge, warn, encourage, 

tender care, be patient. Notice that members are caring for, challeng-

ing, & encouraging each other mutually for stronger faith & obedience! 

This is the reason we organize small groups & ministry experiences: for 

deepening relationships that let others speak truth into our lives! 

  Concerning Paul’s caution of laziness, you may remember that 

one of the problems this church faced was thinking that Christ’s 

imminent return was only days or weeks away. Some of them simply 

stopped working as they waited! Not working, paying bills & taxes, or 

living irresponsible lives! Paul’s message was that no matter how close 

we might be to Christ’s impending return, we are at every moment His 

people who bear witness of Him. Some of these Christians bore an un-

becoming witness of Christ, irresponsible & ultimately, just plain lazy!  

 But being lazy wasn’t Paul’s only caution. Notice his descript-

tion of holy living contrasts “Always” with “Never” statements to give 

the full picture. 15-18: “(y’all) See that no one pays back evil for evil, 

but always try to do good to each other and to all people. Always be 

joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances for this is 

God’s will for you who belong to Christ.” The reason is because Real 

http://biblehub.com/1_thessalonians/5-13.htm


 faith – the kind that saves you – shows the actions that prove it!  

Jas 2:14 – “what good is it to say you have faith but don’t show it by 

your actions? Can that faith save you? Faith without action is dead!” 

 Next, Paul moves to another literary device to maintain his 

readers attention: positive vs negative statements:  

     A -DO be joyful, thankful, & test every prophecy (truth-telling) 

     N -DON’T stop praying, stifle HS, scoff at future-telling, repay evil 

Complaining about one another to each other moves in the opposite 

direction of love: it creates greater problems by compounding the issue 

of contention with more & greater offenses instead of protecting the 

relationship, working to “cut away” the offense, and gaining more 

secure footing for friendship! Unfortunately, this is one of the most 

common forms of disobedience: and I dare say, we allow and promote 

it among ourselves! If we’d simply say, “Stop! I will not let you plum-

met into sin! If you have an issue with _____, then go to him/her in 

private!” We’d actually HELP each other rather than aid & abed sin!  

 Being thankful in all circumstances is an act of faith, believing 

that “God is working all things to your good because you love Him!” 

*God wants His church to be a joyful, authentic, harmonious union! 
 

3) Relationships with Christ    1Thes 5:23-28 

Lastly, Paul opens up to address the church generally, proving this to 

be a circulatory letter that every will benefit every church. Before this 

section, Paul used commands to identify obedience and godly living. 

Now he uses the term translated as “may!” You’ll recognize this as 

proper etiquette when seeking the permission of another:  

 -“May” I have a snack before dinner, please? 

 -“May” I study with my friend after school today? 

“May I” seeks permission; “Can I” identifies ability! Paul uses “may” 

to appeal to the Thessalonica church to accept Spirit’s work, power, & 

grace-gifts as they live in harmony, unity, & purpose together. His 

appeal is that they learn to be aware & receptive to the Spirit as He 

works out the holiness He has recreated in us thru our mind, will, 

emotions, & body as He keeps us blameless until Christ’s Return. Can 

the Spirit succeed in His mission?  Verse 24) declares the answer: 

“God will make this happen, for He who calls you is faithful!” 

 Truly, the only things we bring to this divine relationship – both 

with God and each other – is sensitivity & willingness!  

*We supply these as our gifts to God & each other as Christ’s Church 
 

 Are you sensitive & willing to allow the Spirit to work out holiness? 

 

Salvation’s Fruit: Holiness 

1Thess 5:12-28 

 

What does God treasure most in salvation: obedience or relationship? 

 

 Why? 

 

 

What are your thoughts about submitting to other Christians? 

 

 

 

What issues might keep you from submitting to others in the church? 

 

 

 

 

1) Relationships with Pastors    1Thess 5:12-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Relationships with One Another         1Thes 5:14-22  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Relationships as Church     1Thes 5:23-28 
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1Thessalonians 5:12-28 (NLT) 

 12) Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your 

leaders in the Lord’s work. They work hard among you and give you 

spiritual guidance. 13) Show them great respect and wholehearted love 

because of their work. And live peacefully with each other.  

 14) Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn those who are 

lazy. Encourage those who are timid. Take tender care of those who 

are weak. Be patient with everyone. 15) See that no one pays back evil 

for evil, but always try to do good to each other and to all people. 16) 

Always be joyful. 17) Never stop praying. 18) Be thankful in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ 

Jesus. 19) Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. 20) Do not scoff at prophecies 

21) but test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good. 22) Stay 

away from every kind of evil.  

 23) Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way and 

may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless until our 

Lord Jesus Christ comes again.24) God will make this happen, for he 

who calls you is faithful. 25) Dear brothers and sisters, pray for us. 26) 

Greet all the brothers and sisters with a sacred kiss. 27) I command 

you in the name of the Lord to read this letter to all the brothers and 

sisters.28) May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
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