
Mar 21, 2021 NOT BY LAW, BUT LOVE!
     Hebrews 7:1-14

Jesus said, “Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes & 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven!” 

     Have you ever felt unworthy to come before God? 

Today, the author of Hebrews deals with this “universal” human 
emotion as another compelling argument for the greatness of Christ & 
the new, better covenant established in His death & resurrection! Jesus 
is our High Priest who mediates perfectly thru a better Priesthood with 
a better motive & sacrifice than the first covenant. So, now, we who 
believe approach God based on Jesus’ worthiness rather than our own!

ILLUS: Defy bracelet proves that you paid to enter the jump 
park! But if you lose that paper bracelet, falls off, ripped off, etc – 
you’re out! “Your name is written on the palm of His hand!” 
     -You’re not responsible to maintain proof of entrance…Jesus is!

Last week, Pastor Jeremy told us that God holds Himself accountable 
to succeed in accomplishing all of His promises…like His work of 
sanctifying us daily – saving us every moment of every day! The way 
God does this is thru Christ as our Mediator and the indwelling Holy 
Spirit as our guarantee! We know the function of the Spirit: how He 
works to in us to untangle our mental chaos, to help us perceive/see 
things the way He does, & persuade us to trust God to work out the 
details. But what’s the significance of Jesus as our High Priest?  
High Priests mediate the relationship between God & His people:

-Authority: They must be authorized by God to represent both
-Compassion: They must be sympathetic and just to both sides 
-Permanence: They live to safeguard the relationship for both

These are the requirements for a successful priesthood that maintains a 
growing, intimate relationship between God & His people! But in the 
order of Melchizedek, thru our High Priest Christ, we don’t merely 
have success…we have perfection! Jesus is our perfect High Priest! 

Hebrews 7:11,12 – So if the priesthood of Levi, on which the law 
was based, could have achieved the perfection God intended, why did 
God need to establish a different priesthood, with a priest in the 
order of Melchizedek instead of the order of Levi and Aaron? And if 
the priesthood is changed, the law must also be changed to permit it.  

The OT priesthood could never achieve the perfect relationship 
God intended with His people, so God established a different priest-

hood, like that of Melchizedek’s, but thru a Being even greater than 
he…the God-man, Jesus Christ. Christ’s priesthood far surpasses the 
OT Levitcal priesthood in at least 3 ways, according to the author:

I) Christ’s Priesthood is Perfect 
     -Established in Love, not law
1) This Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem and also a priest of 
God Most High. When Abraham was returning home after winning 
a great battle against the kings, Melchizedek met him and blessed 
him. 2) Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had captured in battle 
and gave it to Melchizedek. The name Melchizedek means “king of 
justice,” and king of Salem means “king of peace.”

The OT provides many “types” of Christ – men and women 
who demonstrate aspects of Christ’s character, though never perfectly! 
Melchizedek is one of these types:

-He is king & priest – historically unique; never among men
-He is king of justice (righteousness) & peace

These characterize Christ’s perfection, & therefore, His priesthood! 
Not only does He possess the authority of a king to reign over his 
people, but the God-given authority, as God, to represent God to man 
– which He does perfectly as “the radiance of His glory, the exact 
representation of His nature!” Unlike the Levitical priests who were 
merely men fraught by sin, tempted by self-promotion, & plagued by 
moral depravity – but qualified by Law to serve, Christ’s motive is 
love! He is utterly true, righteous, & self-sacrificing in His service. We 
could not have anyone better to represent us to God & maintain our 
relationship! We enter into God’s presence thru Christ because of 
Their love & mercy, & remain in it thru righteousness & peace. (Not 
against Father’s will; they’re unanimous in loving us; no begging!) 

II) Christ’s Priesthood is Preeminent
     -God Established Christ in the order of Melchizedek before Aaron
6) “But Melchizedek, who was not a descendant of Levi, collected a 
tenth from Abraham. And Melchizedek placed a blessing upon 
Abraham, the one who had already received the promises of God.
 7) And without question, the person who has the power to give a 
blessing is greater than the one who is blessed.” 
          God established Christ’s priesthood in the order of Melchizedek 
thru tithe & blessing 500 years before Levi’s priesthood! When Christ 
came into His preeminent priesthood, it necessitated a change in Law, 
from animal sacrifices to one final, perfect sacrifice for all time! This 
new Law is Love, not duty: “From His abundance we have all 
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received one gracious blessing after another. For the law was given 
through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness came 
through Jesus Christ.” (John 1:16,17) God is The Being from whom 
all blessings flow, Christ is the One who restored these blessings to all 
people, & Spirit is the One Who makes them real in us for all believers

III) Christ’s Priesthood is Permanent 
     -Never-ending in/thru the eternal Life of Christ
3) There is no record of his (Melchizedek’s) father or mother or any 
of his ancestors—no beginning or end to his life. He remains a priest 
forever, resembling the Son of God.

With no record of beginning or end (inference: eternal life), 
some contend that Melchizedek may be more than just a type of 
Christ; that he was, in fact, a pre-incarnate manifestation of Christ 
Himself. But whether he was or not, the author’s point is clear: 
Christ’s priesthood is eternal because Christ is eternal! He lives 
forever; therefore, His priesthood will never end! 

We can count on Christ as our trustworthy Priest and Mediator: 
-He is God Himself – He chose Himself for this ministry
-He Loves us – He became like us to sympathize, yet no sin
-He Lives Eternally – He will never die; He is a Priest forever!

Jesus is unmatched as our qualified, righteous, loving & sympathetic 
High Priest whose excellent priesthood will never end. He wrote our 
names on His hand – not to remind Himself that we’re welcome into 
God’s presence, but to prove to us that we’re already there!

     *Do you approach God based on Jesus’ worthiness or your own?

Conclusion: If you’ve ever felt unworthy to enter God’s presence then 
join the club! But that’s not what God wants for any of us because that 
feeling comes from knowing our own inability to enter or maintain a 
perfect relationship with Him! The truth is that we’ll never be worthy 
in our own right! But that doesn’t matter because Christ opens the door 
to the throne room – and what Christ has opened, no one will shut! 

So walk in, run in, or skip in to God’s presence – but come 
with the kind of confidence that rightly acknowledges Christ’s 
perfect, preeminent, & permanent mediation for you! 

Hebrews 7:1-14 (NLT)
1) This Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem and also a 

priest of God Most High. When Abraham was returning home after 
winning a great battle against the kings, Melchizedek met him and 
blessed him. 2) Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had captured in 
battle and gave it to Melchizedek. The name Melchizedek means 
“king of justice,” and king of Salem means “king of peace.” 3) 
There is no record of his father or mother or any of his ancestors—
no beginning or end to his life. He remains a priest forever, 
resembling the Son of God.

4) Consider then how great this Melchizedek was. Even 
Abraham, the great patriarch of Israel, recognized this by giving him 
a tenth of what he had taken in battle. 5) Now the law of Moses 
required that the priests, who are descendants of Levi, must collect a 
tithe from the rest of the people of Israel, who are also descendants 
of Abraham. 6) But Melchizedek, who was not a descendant of Levi, 
collected a tenth from Abraham. And Melchizedek placed a blessing 
upon Abraham, the one who had already received the promises of 
God. 7) And without question, the person who has the power to give 
a blessing is greater than the one who is blessed.

8) The priests who collect tithes are men who die, so 
Melchizedek is greater than they are, because we are told that he 
lives on. 9) In addition, we might even say that these Levites—the 
ones who collect the tithe—paid a tithe to Melchizedek when their 
ancestor Abraham paid a tithe to him. 10) For although Levi wasn’t 
born yet, the seed from which he came was in Abraham’s body when 
Melchizedek collected the tithe from him.

11) So if the priesthood of Levi, on which the law was based, 
could have achieved the perfection God intended, why did God need 
to establish a different priesthood, with a priest in the order of 
Melchizedek instead of the order of Levi and Aaron?

12) And if the priesthood is changed, the law must also be 
changed to permit it. 13) For the priest we are talking about belongs 
to a different tribe, whose members have never served at the altar as 
priests. 14) What I mean is, our Lord came from the tribe of Judah, 
and Moses never mentioned priests coming from that tribe.
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