
Covid Church: Your Identity in Him  
I Peter 1:13-2:3 
++Identity can be a tricky thing. It’s becoming more 
and more on the forefront of our minds as more and 
more of our identity is “out there.” We hear stories of 
identity theft. Every time you click on something on 
Facebook or Pinterest, a part of your “identity” gets 
logged into an algorithm that’s trying to put things in 
front of you that is compatible with your perceived 
identity. 
++Identity is defined as: the qualities, beliefs, 
personality, looks and/or expressions that make a 
person. 
++Onomatology=the study of last names 
++Needed during the Middle Ages because of 
identity...there were multiple men/women named 
John, William, Peter, Paul, Mary, etc. 
++In what do you find your identity? Job? Where 
you are in life?  Your predispositions? (worrier, etc)?  
++We already have a true identity found in Christ. 
We just forget sometimes who we are...Peter is 
writing this letter to the beleaguered Christians to 
help them remember their identity...I’m going to let 
you in on a truth...your last name in Christ is….Holy. 
++I want to celebrate four distinctions we have as 
being part of the family of Christ who share the last 
name: Holy….those who have their identity in Jesus. 
++Holy because of Jesus 
++13 So prepare your minds for action and exercise 
self-control. Put all your hope in the gracious 
salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed to the world. 14 So you must live as God’s 
obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways 
of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know 
any better then. 15 But now you must be holy in 
everything you do, just as God who chose you is 
holy. 16 For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy 
because I am holy.” 
++On Tuesday, I asked the question in DD: “Is 
holiness something we work on or is it something 
that we are?” 
++My hope is that you all answered a resounding: 
something that we are! 
++I want to focus on v. 15 and 16: But now you must 
be holy (the idea here is that there is an imperative, 

“must” represents the unyielding truth. Can you 
make yourself holy? No. Then who does?)  in 
everything you do, just as God who chose you is 
holy. (Notice the word here “chose,” God’s action. 
We aren’t holy because of any action of ourselves. 
We don’t make ourselves holy. He does! It’s a 
proverbial “cart before the horse” here. We have 
understood this to mean, our holiness is contingent 
on us, our actions. 
++I am afraid to say that if that were the case, we’d 
be in trouble. 
++Instead, how about this truth: Because He is holy, 
there is no other truth than this: you are holy. 
++How can we have the Spirit of God living within 
us, but be anything less than holy? It makes no 
sense...do we still sin, yes....are we deemed 
unforgiven or unrighteous, no. 
++(Romans 8:9-15) 9 But you are not controlled by 
your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if 
you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And 
remember that those who do not have the Spirit of 
Christ living in them do not belong to him at all.) 10 
And Christ lives within you, so even though your 
body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives you life 
because you have been made right with God. 11 
The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, 
lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus 
from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies 
by this same Spirit living within you. 12 Therefore, 
dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to 
do what your sinful nature urges you to do. 13 For if 
you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through 
the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 
your sinful nature, you will live. 14 For all who are 
led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 
So you have not received a spirit that makes you 
fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit 
when he adopted you as his own children. Now 
we call him, “Abba, Father.” 
++Let me further cement this for us from John 
1:12-13 
++12 But to all who believed him and accepted him, 
he gave the right to become children of God. 13 
They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting 
from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes 



from God. 
++Identity is where we get the word: identical. When 
you are reborn with a new Spirit nature you are 
reborn of Christ. In essence, you are born as an 
identical twin with Christ sharing identical Spirit 
natures. Just as identical twins have different 
experiences, likes, and may have different 
affinities...one thing is true - they are born from the 
same seed with identical genes - they share a 
genetic makeup. You are reborn Holy and your 
spirit-nature is just as holy as Jesus! 
++His Because of Jesus 
++17 And remember that the heavenly Father to 
whom you pray has no favorites. He will judge or 
reward you according to what you do. So you must 
live in reverent fear of him during your time here as 
“temporary residents.” 18 For you know that God 
paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you 
inherited from your ancestors. And it was not paid 
with mere gold or silver, which lose their value. 19 It 
was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, 
spotless Lamb of God. 20 God chose him as your 
ransom long before the world began, but now in 
these last days he has been revealed for your sake. 
++Your identity is tied up in the fact that you are His. 
You are so valuable that He was willing to do 
anything to save you - even if that included giving up 
His own life to make you His and holy. 
++We have a new home, a new life, new conditions, 
new hearts, that beat after a new way! His! 
++Hope Because of Jesus 
++I think we could all use some hope right now! 
++In a recent survey from the US Census Bureau, 
48% of Americans say that they are living in 
hopelessness. 53% responded that they experience 
“not being able to stop or control worrying.”  
++We have a message of hope, we live a message 
of hope, we are beacons of hope in a world that is 
desperately grasping for anything that can offer 
hope. 
++21 Through Christ you have come to trust in God. 
And you have placed your faith and hope in God 
because he raised Christ from the dead and gave 
him great glory. 22 You were cleansed from your 
sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must 

show sincere love to each other as brothers and 
sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart. 
23 For you have been born again, but not to a life 
that will quickly end. Your new life will last forever 
because it comes from the eternal, living word of 
God. 24 As the Scriptures say, “People are like 
grass; their beauty is like a flower in the field. The 
grass withers and the flower fades. 25 But the word 
of the Lord remains forever.” And that word is the 
Good News that was preached to you. 
++Good News! 
++The Good News is Jesus, the Living Word of 
God. 
++In a world of “the next new thing,” we have eternal 
life in Him. 
++In a world living in the constant “shadow of 
death,” the living God lives in us. 
++In a world of “bad news,” we must proclaim Good 
News. 
++Hungry Because of Jesus 
++Hunger can be one of two things: the result of not 
being nourished, or the result of wanting something 
so badly you can almost taste it. 
++In the DD, I talked about Samantha’s BBQ 
Chicken Flatbread...no equal! I’m making you 
hungry now just talking about it!...but not from being 
malnourished. 
++That’s the hunger that’s placed inside of us once 
we get a taste of all that Jesus has for us!  
++2 So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all 
deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, and all unkind speech. 2 
Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual 
milk so that you will grow into a full experience of 
salvation. Cry out for this nourishment, 3 now that 
you have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness. 
++We are being daily renewed into His image by the 
Spirit...we are growing into a larger and larger 
understanding of who He is in our lives--just read 
Pastor Duncan’s email this week about our hero, 
Jesus. With each day that brings trials, temptations, 
strife, and heartache...it also brings a mature 
Christian understanding of who Jesus is in all these 
things...and it fuels our hunger for more and more of 
Him in our lives.  
++Psalm 34:1-10 from the Message! 


