
June 28, 2020            LOVE LETTERS: God Is Love            

 Continuing our sermon series, Love Letters, takes us to chapter 4 
that threatens to lull us into weariness/even boredom with John’s 
persistent focus on the love God has for us! Why would focusing 
on God’s love possibly create numbness among us? Because we 
think we understand God’s love…but our life-choices say No! 

Some Christians clamor to know more @ judgment, end 
times, Law, or sin; but becoming an expert in any of these misses 
the point of God’s purpose in creating/restoring! It feels like our 
personal response to God should be the catapult to life-change… 
but it’s not! Real & lasting transformation comes when we allow 
God to be who He is & to love us as He does! God IS Love! 
That’s the point of salvation: to revel in God’s unparalleled love!
            Confessing God is Love (!) identifies the truth that He is 
the One & Only Source of real Love: a Love characterized by:  

Never giving up; caring more for others than self; not 
wanting what it doesn’t have; not strutting; not proud, egotistical, or 
swelled in the head; never forced onto others, never “Me first!” Love 
doesn’t fly off the handle, keep score or revel when others grovel; 
delights in truth; puts up with everything; trusts God always; 
prepares for the best; never looks back, and keeps going to the end!
 As Pastor Jeremy taught us last week, Any/all other kinds 
of love are not love at all! Real Love points to & provides for the 
future; false love is that euphoric feeling that comes/goes! People 
can’t generate real Love: it comes only in knowing God relation-
ally, letting His love embrace us, & reflecting His Love to others
            This morning, our challenge is to release all inhibitions 
that keep us from letting God “in” to love us beyond our flaws, 
sin, & limits so that His love accomplishes its purpose in us… 
transforming us by the absorbing & reflecting of His real Love!

            READ: 1John 4:7-21 (NLT) – I’ve rearranged the 
scriptures to give added emphasis to John’s 3 themes: 

1) GOD IS THE ONE & ONLY SOURCE OF LOVE: 
7) Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love 

comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows 
God. 8) But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. 11) Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely 

ought to love each other. 12) No one has ever seen God. But if we 
love each other, God lives in us, & his love is brought to full 
expression in us. 16) We know how much God loves us, and we have 
put our trust in his love. God is love (2x), and all who live in love live 
in God, and God lives in them.  21) And he has given us this 
command: Those who love God must also love their fellow believers.
 

2) GOD’S LOVE PROVIDES A SECURE FUTURE FOR BELIEVERS:
            9) God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and 
only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through 
him. 10) This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 14) Further-
more, we have seen with our own eyes & now testify that the Father 
sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15) All who declare that 
Jesus is the Son of God have God living in them, & they live in God.

“Sent” implies a mission agreed upon by Sender/Sent; leaving 
to accomplish a significant purpose. That purpose? Our restoration 
to E. Life! Jesus’ journey from heaven to earth & deity to humanity 
required Him to relinquish His prerogatives as God (Phil 2). But the 
Father didn’t send the Son b/c He was unwilling to come! The entire 
Godhead is present in Jesus’ life, words, actions, & rescue mission!
 

3) GOD’S LOVE IS EXPERIENCED IN PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP:
            13) And God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in 
him and he in us. (Experiencing HS?) 17) And as we live in God, our 
love grows more perfect. (Experiencing progress in real Love?) So we 
will not be afraid on the Day of Judgment, but we can face him with 
confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world. (Are you 
confident before God? Are your fears dissipating?) 18) Such love has 
no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for 
fear of punishment, & this shows that we have not fully experienced 
his perfect love. (All fears ultimately deny trusting God for what 
is needed/desired!) 19) We love each other because he loved us first 
(our motive & means of acting!) 20) If someone says, “I love God,” 
but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar; for if we don’t love 
people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see?

My Focus for our Church is found in verses 16-18
16) We know how much God loves us AND we trust His love   
    -Know=ginosko: relational, experiential, increasing knowledge

*Do you have a personal, increasingly intimate relation-
ship with God or just know “of or about” Him?
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17) Living in God = our love for Him & others grows more perfect 
    -More accurately reflecting Real Love’s true characteristics

*Are you secure enough in God’s Love for you that you 
freely love, value & root for others?

18) Such love fears no judgment AND confidently faces God
    -Fears are a “red flag” indicating we do not believe God loves us!
    -Determine underlying Lie @ self; let Spirit plant His Love flag!

*Are you holding God at arm’s length in any area of Life?
     Will you chose to let Him love you as He already does?

During this pandemic, our normal ways of demonstrating love 
for others has been impeded, restricted, & mandatorily limited. 
For some of us who are “huggers” (raise your hands), we have 
suffered most! However, Spirit has shown me that our willing 
participation to avoid encroaching on another’s 6 foot personal 
space, avoiding physical contact or simply greeting with a nod & 
smile is…Real Love: not imposed or insisting on its own way!  

In truth, real Love goes well beyond affectionate displays, 
physical embraces or respecting limits: Real Love is about caring 
& providing for others, serving & ministering to them; meeting, 
talking, & connecting deeply in increasingly genuine, honest self-
exposed & intimate ways. Unfortunately, this kind of Loving is 
also stifled by COVID’s masks, Plexiglas, & heightened fear of 
receiving or spreading threatening germs. 
            So, as we close today, I want to challenge you to make 
plans with the Spirit to really Love 5 people this week in ways 
that are dynamic, creative, unconventional, & ingenious – & that 
effectively express God’s Love despite social distancing, Corona, 
fear, & personal dissociation. 

“Let’s not merely say we love each other;” let’s take 
action to prove that we revel in God’s loving us & express His 
love accurately & compellingly for others as His true children! 

** 1Corinthians 13:4-7 (The Message)
 Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want what it 
doesn’t have. Love doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled head, 
doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t ever “Me first!” Love doesn’t fly 
off the handle, doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, doesn’t revel 
when others grovel, takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, puts up 
with anything, trusts God always, prepares for the best, never looks 
back, but keeps going to the end.

1John 4:7-21 (NLT)  7) Dear friends, let us continue to love one 
another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child 
of God and knows God. 8) But anyone who does not love does 
not know God, for God is love.
9) God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only 
Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through 
him. 10) This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 11) Dear 
friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each 
other. 12) No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God 
lives in us, and his love is brought to full expression in us.

13) And God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in 
him and he in us. 14) Furthermore, we have seen with our own eyes 
and now testify that the Father sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world. 15) All who declare that Jesus is the Son of God have God 
living in them, and they live in God. 16) We know how much God 
loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is love, and all 
who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 17) And as we 
live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on 
the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because 
we live like Jesus here in this world. 18) Such love has no fear, 
because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of 
punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his 
perfect love. 

19) We love each other because he loved us first. 20) If 
someone says, “I love God,” but hates a fellow believer, that person 
is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, 
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whom we cannot see? 21) And he has given us this command: Those 
who love God must also love their fellow believers.
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