
June 13, 2021    The Promise of New Lives
Hebrews 13:15-25

The final words people speak/write are crucial! Deathbed confessions 
are taken as absolute truth; even admissible as testimony in a court of 
Law! This morning, the author of Hebrews gives his final words – the 
most significant things he will ever say that must be remembered!
          In a sense, this is precisely what God has done in Jesus: a death-
bed confession about a promise ratified in His blood: (John 3:16,17)
God has spoken His final Word: His promise to share eternal life with 
us by faith in Jesus who makes it possible & His Spirit in us who guar-
antees it! God’s salvation in Jesus, invitation in the Spirit, & restor-
ation of heaven & earth are irrevocable! The author says it this way:

“For this world is not our permanent home; 
we are looking forward to a home yet to come.”

But until that time when Christ returns & God restores, the author of 
Hebrews compels us to recognize that God is working in us to equip us 
to know & do His will – “that which is good, acceptable, & perfect.”

Hebrews 13:20,21: “Now may the God of peace – who brought up 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, and 
ratified an eternal covenant with His blood – may He equip you with 
all you need for doing His will. May He produce in you, through the 
power of Jesus Christ, every good thing that is pleasing to Him. All 
glory to Him forever and ever! Amen.”  (author’s most critical point)    

There are a couple of interesting words & ideas presented here:
21) “May He equip you with all you need for doing His will”

-equip = adjust, fine-tune for proper condition or full function
   *Spirit is fine-tuning our souls to accomplish God’s will here/now!

ILLUS: Grandmother clock pendulum = constant adjustments
in pendulum so clock accomplishes purpose: tell accurate time 

21) “May He produce in you, thru Christ’s power, every good thing”
-produce: manufacture or construct in us an ability to perform

   *Spirit engineers us to perform as we were created or designed!
ILLUS: Can-opener to open cans safely? Perform as designed!

3) Both phrases use the word translated as “May””…may God…”
-Gk = unusual verb form, normally translated as a wish

-“If only…” If only I could play the piano like Lynda!

But NOT: “If only God would equip you or produce in you…”  

Because God is equipping us & producing in us by His Spirit’s power! 
“Now all glory to God, who is able, through His might power at work
 within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.”

(Ephesians 3:20) 
“…continue to work out your salvation [that is, cultivate it, bring it to 
full effect, actively pursue spiritual maturity] with awe-inspired fear 
and trembling [using serious caution and critical self-evaluation to 
avoid anything that might offend God or discredit the name of Christ]. 
For it is [not your strength, but it is] God who is effectively at work in 
you, both to will and to work [that is, strengthening, energizing, and 
creating in you the longing and the ability to fulfill your purpose] for 
His good pleasure.”   Phil 2:12-13 (Amplified)

INSTEAD: “If only (you would allow) God to equip you with all 
you need for doing His will!”

In English, we use “may” instead of “can” to seek permission, not 
ability!      Examples: “May I have some ice-cream before dinner?”

“May I stay up to watch the rest of the movie?”
“May I call you next week for an appointment?”

“May” is about giving God permission: “May God equip you with 
all you need for doing His will. May He produce in you, through the 
power of Jesus Christ, every good thing that is pleasing to Him”
  Will you permit God to fine-tune you to do His will?

Just as in the garden, we have the choice to participate with God in 
what He is doing on earth: to permit/allow His Spirit to fine-tune us to 
do His will.  Why do we need fine-tuning to know & do God’s will? 
Because our souls are emerging from Sin into Holiness!
     Dr. C. B. Kruger: Being born into Adam’s sin means inheriting his 
broken perception of reality, so distorted that we could no longer 
perceive the real truth about God or ourselves. The fallen condition is 
twisted by guilt and shame to design an entirely different god than the 
God who is – an Ogre to be feared, distrusted, & ignored. It is out of 
this sinful mindset that our soul is emerging! The Holy Spirit has the 
herculean task of untangling our mental mess of insecurity, anxiety, 
self-centeredness, hiding and fear so that we may think truthfully 
about God, and who we are & are becoming in Him! But overriding 
our hearts/souls is simply not part of the Trinitarian way of life; with-
out violating our will, the Spirit works in us to produce what pleases 
Him & us, enlisting our participation in the process of holy living. 
        Our souls are not yet perfectly tuned to God; we can’t hear Him 
as clearly as we need to; too much static in our thinking, interference 



in our choices, & chaos in our feelings. We’re like car radios on a 
cross-country trip before Sirius XM: we need continued fine-tuning to 
eliminate static, to hear clearly, & to listen with joy & satisfaction!
-It’s not fair to say that, after conversion, our “natural inclination” is 
still set on self & sin b/c our new hearts are tuned to God – we share 
His nature! But it is fair to say that our “patterned inclination” is to 
satisfy self because emerging from sin involves soul transformation. 
The Master says, “There’s nothing wrong with My design; It just 
needs a new “quality of life” software update to work as I intended!”

Therefore, God’s Spirit continually fine-tunes our souls by adjusting
us & producing in us every good thing that pleases Him. He adjusts: 
15) Perspectives: “…let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice 

of praise to God, proclaiming our allegiance to His name.’
     -We’re learning to perceive all things as worthy of God’s praise! 

16) Priorities: “And don’t forget to do good and to share with those 
in need. These are the sacrifices that please God.” (command)

     -We’re learning to value & order things God’s way here & now  
     -Money is NOT a goal, it’s a tool! We must share God’s resources

17) Obedience: “Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. 
Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are accoun-
table to God. Give them reason to do this with joy & not with 
sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit.” (com)

    -Increasing our willing obedience to God & His authorities 
-Learning to submit to spiritual leaders/pastors & to each other
-Submission = voluntary: Not possible if it’s forced or coerced!

18) M.O.-Prayer: “Pray for us, for our conscience is clear and we 
want to live honorably in everything we do.” (command)

    -Prayer is the Standard operating procedure in the spirit-realm  
-Praying at all times & @ all things; asking God about His will 
-Asking for spiritual strength, receptivity, & willing obedience

ILLUS: Michelangelo – sculptor in 1500’s – “Come out!” 
-Marble can’t choose to participate: but We Can…& Must! 

Give God permission to bring out your holiness in thought, choice, & 
emotions by participating with Him as He equips you to do His will 
& produces in you every good thing! 

How is God fine-tuning you? 

perspectives, priorities, obedience, prayer?

Hebrews 13:15-25 (NLT)

15) Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of 
praise to God, proclaiming our allegiance to his name. 16) And 
don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need. These are 
the sacrifices that please God. 

17) Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. 
Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are accountable 
to God. Give them reason to do this with joy and not with 
sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit. 18) Pray for 
us, for our conscience is clear and we want to live honorably in 
everything we do. 19) And especially pray that I will be able to 
come back to you soon. 

20) Now may the God of peace—who brought up from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, and 
ratified an eternal covenant with his blood— 21) may he equip 
you with all you need for doing his will. May he produce in you 
or adjust you through the power of Jesus Christ, every good thing 
that is pleasing to him. All glory to him forever and ever! Amen.

22) I urge you, dear brothers and sisters, to pay attention 
to what I have written in this brief exhortation. 23) I want you to 
know that our brother Timothy has been released from jail. If he 
comes here soon, I will bring him with me to see you. 24) Greet 
all your leaders and all the believers there. The believers from 
Italy send you their greetings. 25) May God’s grace be with you 
all.
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