
July 5, 2020  LOVE LETTERS: Life or Death! 
 

 “We’re born of the Spirit, the blood and the water!” 

John, in his first letter to the churches in Asia Minor, calls these 

“witnesses” to the truth that Jesus Christ is God’s Son, Savior & 

Lord! He says Spirit, blood & water all agree in their divine testi-

mony that in Jesus is Life! Is John saying that unbelievers aren’t 

really living life…that they’re already “living death” even before 

God’s final judgment? Is there life of any kind apart from 

Eternal Life in Christ? John answers definitively in vs (11,12)!  

 And now, there is a forth agency of witnesses. Do you 

know whom I’m talking about? How ‘bout a hint! As Jesus was 

ascending into heaven to return to the Father’s side, His parting 

words (last testimony) to the disciples were these: Acts 1:8! 

 Why then, is the American church, silent on this subject? 

Why are we, God’s agents on earth, not sharing His truth about 

Life only in Christ? Why are we, as Christ’s body here/now, not 

compelled to join Him in His saving mission until He returns?  

 “As you go thru life, make disciples of all peoples…”  
 

*Life (in Christ) or death (in self) hang in the balance for every-

one we see!  How is the love we’re receiving from God not 

producing in us obedient words/actions that explain Salvation?  
 This morning, we’ll confront this truth & be given a tool 

to help us demonstrate the obedience that love produces naturally 

in us who’ve received God’s love & real Life as His children! 
 

 PRAY/READ: 1John 5:1-12 (NLT) 
 

I) GOD’S CHILDREN KEEP HIS COMMANDS (1-5)   

3) “Loving God = keeping His commands…not burdensome” 

 -All who love God do so b/c they’ve received God’s love 

  -God loves all; Not all choose to receive His love 

 -God’s love transforms us to absorb & reflect it to others 

 -Love produces in/thru us “loving” choices, actions, words 

*God’s love in/thru us shows itself by loving acts toward others  

 -Jas: Faith is perfected thru works it produces! Love IS too! 

 -Love generates obedience; obedience not generate Love  

  -Obedience = the effect of love-relationship w/ God 

   -Not perfect obedience…but progressive! 

Why was obedience impossible before Christ, not burdensome after? 

 -Now Holy Spirit dwells in to lead/live out obedience 

 -HS is proof of our victory over the world in Christ! (4) 

*Self-Conf: Is God’s love for/in me producing obedience to His 

commands? Am I impelled to share Life in Christ, but need help? 
 

II) WITNESSES TESTIFY (6-10) 

9) We believe human testimony; so how much more God’s!  

     6-7) Jesus revealed as God’s Son/Savior in/thru 3 baptisms: 

1) Baptism of water – symbolic cleansing of sin in water (JTB)   

2) Baptism of blood – into His death defeat Sin’s penalty/power 

3) Baptism of Spirit – resurrection to eternal life by His Spirit 
       Spirit Himself testifies w/ our spirit that we’re God's children (R 8:16) 

     10) That’s how we who believe know this testimony is true! 

*Self-Conf: Can you explain how you have Life in the Spirit?  
 

III) OUR TESTIMONY GIVES LIFE (11,12) 

11,12) God gives Eternal Life to ALL who know & trust Jesus 

 -Eternal life in Jesus is the only LIFE available 

 -We’re all eternal beings: living in C or dying w/out Him 

 -No Son? No Life – Death occurring since human birth! 

*Jn 3:18 “He who does not believe has been judged already, b/c he      

          has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” 

*Self-Conf: How can anyone believe if I/You don’t testify? 
 

 Rom 10:17 – “consequently faith comes from what is heard, 

and what is heard comes through the spoken message from Christ” 

     So, faith proceeds from spiritual listening, & this listening is 

accomplished thru a spoken word (rhema) from Christ! Who can 

speak from Christ? Only those in whom His Spirit dwells! When 

we communicate the message about Jesus, it is Christ speaking to 

accomplish faith in those who listen & perceive spiritually! Only 

Jesus can save! His plan is to speak a word using your voice!  
     Every conversation about Christ begins with 1 word! Ours can 

start with a word of invitation + a card to remember/develop it!  

     DISTRIBUTE Invitation Cards to congregants! 

 -Explain details on front and back of card 

 -Encourage investigation of truelife.org videos 

     CHALLENGE: As you go thru life, make disciples of every 

one you meet by inviting them to join you in Jesus & your church 



 1John 5:1-12 (NLT) 
Children of God 

1) Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has become a child 

of God. And everyone who loves the Father loves his children, too. 2) 

We know we love God’s children if we love God and obey his com-

mandments. 3) Loving God means keeping his commandments, and 

his commandments are not burdensome. 4) For every child of God 

defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our 

faith. 5) And who can win this battle against the world? Only those 

who believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 
 

Witnesses validating Testimony 

6) And Jesus Christ was revealed as God’s Son by his baptism in water 

and by shedding his blood on the cross—not by water only, but by 

water and blood. And the Spirit, who is truth, confirms it with his 

testimony. 7) So we have these three witnesses— 8) the Spirit, the 

water, and the blood—and all three agree. 9) Since we believe human 

testimony, surely we can believe the greater testimony that comes 

from God. And God has testified about his Son. 10) All who believe in 

the Son of God know in their hearts that this testimony is true. Those 

who don’t believe this are actually calling God a liar because they 

don’t believe what God has testified about his Son. 
 

Testimony about Jesus 

11) And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, 

and this life is in his Son. 12) Whoever has the Son has life; whoever 

does not have God’s Son does not have life. 
 

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

upon you, to be My witnesses…in all the earth” 

 

Romans 10:17 –word = “rhema” – (the Lord) speaking His 

 dynamic, living word in a believer to inbirth faith ("His I

 nwrought persuasion").   
"So faith proceeds from (spiritual) hearing; moreover this hearing (is 

consummated) through a rhēma-word (4487/rhḗma) from Christ"  

 

 

Tools/Materials distributed:  

 1) FBCT Gospel Tracks 

 2) Life.org Invitation Cards 
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