
Love Letters: Eternal Truth (II John) 
++Preaching an entire book! 
++The second letter of John is very similar to the first 
letter of John.  
++A little history behind the letter: 
   -written by John the Apostle 
   -between 85-95 after I John, probably with 3J 
   -many Johannine phrases and ideas 
   -included in early canons of scripture (authority was 

never questioned) 
   -quoted in works of Poly. (110-50), Iren. (130-202) 
   -written by John in poss. some form of coded 

language (chosen lady, children)-signs of early per. 
   -Written to attack Docetic Gnosticism 
++When I was in high school I had to read Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Tales. I wasn’t interested at the time, so I 
bought the Cliff’s Notes - bad idea. It didn’t give me 
the nuance, the context, the full story. Now that I 
have read the actual book, the Cliff’s Notes would be 
more useful. It’s good that we have read I John to 
give us context as to whom and why John is writing 
this letter. 
++I’ve always considered II John to be a Reader’s 
Digest or Cliff’s Notes version of I John 
++Four distinct sections 
(Opening)++1 This letter is from John, the elder. 
I am writing to the chosen lady and to her children, 
whom I love in the truth—as does everyone else who 
knows the truth— 2 because the truth lives in us and 
will be with us forever. 
3 Grace, mercy, and peace, which come from God 
the Father and from Jesus Christ—the Son of the 
Father—will continue to be with us who live in truth 
and love. 
(Love One Another) 
4 How happy I was to meet some of your children 
and find them living according to the truth, just as the 
Father commanded. 
5 I am writing to remind you, dear friends, that we 
should love one another. This is not a new 
commandment, but one we have had from the 
beginning. 6 Love means doing what God has 
commanded us, and he has commanded us to love 
one another, just as you heard from the beginning. 
(Beware of Deceivers) 
7 I say this because many deceivers have gone out 
into the world. They deny that Jesus Christ came in a 
real body. Such a person is a deceiver and an 

antichrist. 8 Watch out that you do not lose what we 
have worked so hard to achieve. Be diligent so that 
you receive your full reward. 9 Anyone who wanders 
away from this teaching has no relationship with God. 
But anyone who remains in the teaching of Christ has 
a relationship with both the Father and the Son. 
10 If anyone comes to your meeting and does not 
teach the truth about Christ, don’t invite that person 
into your home or give any kind of encouragement. 
11 Anyone who encourages such people becomes a 
partner in their evil work. 
(Conclusion) 
12 I have much more to say to you, but I don’t want 
to do it with paper and ink. For I hope to visit you 
soon and talk with you face to face. Then our joy will 
be complete. 
13 Greetings from the children of your sister, chosen 
by God. 
++There is one phrase in particular that I want to 
focus on: II John 2: because the truth lives in us and 
will be with us forever. 
++Eternal Truth (title) 
++”There’s three sides to every story-yours, mine and 
the truth.” 
++When we look at life (ups, downs, good, 
bad)--there’s three sides--my perspective, others’ 
perspectives, and the Truth (capital T)--let’s dig into 
what the Truth wants to say this morning. 
++Essential Truth 
++John uses this word three times in the span of 15 
words in the Greek- alethia - alive, real, embodied, 
unbiased truth 
++Better defined a (without) lanthano (hidden) 
++There is no part of God that is hidden, He has 
been fully revealed to us as Christ (who is God in 
flesh) 
++John’s overarching theme of these letters is to 
make sure that the essential truth of Jesus Christ is 
apparent 
1-Jesus is God 
2-God lives in/with us 
3-These truths are eternal  
++It’s the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. 
++He says “whom I love in truth” and those who 
“know the truth” 
++What is that “truth”? 



++ It’s the truth of who Jesus Christ is, and the truth 
of how he works in our life 
++This truth that John speaks of is a reality based on 
the fact that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
++This truth is what unites, bonds and connects all 
believers. 
++It is the bedrock, foundational cornerstone upon 
which all Christian belief is based - that Jesus Christ 
is the Messiah, the Son of God (as Peter states in 
Matthew 16)- it’s upon this truth that Christ builds His 
church. 
++When we meet together on Sundays or 
Wednesdays (or for any other event) - we are 
meeting because of that truth. We are reveling in and 
celebrating the truth that we are connected in Christ. 
++Let me read for you what the writer of Hebrews 
says of this “truth”: 
++19 And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can 
boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of 
the blood of Jesus. 20 By his death, Jesus opened a 
new and life-giving way through the curtain into the 
Most Holy Place. 21 And since we have a great High 
Priest who rules over God’s house, 22 let us go right 
into the presence of God with sincere hearts fully 
trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been 
sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and 
our bodies have been washed with pure water. 
23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we 
affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise. 24 
Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts 
of love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our 
meeting together, as some people do, but encourage 
one another, especially now that the day of his return 
is drawing near. (Hebrews 10:19-25) 
++Abiding Truth 
++John writes that this truth “lives in us” (abides) 
++This truth isn’t something that we have to muster, 
work for, or even ask for - this truth (and the hope 
that comes from it) lives, abides, is placed within us 
++It empowers us - the truth is that the God of the 
universe chooses to dwell within us and lives for us, 
to fight for us, to laugh with us, to cry with us, and to 
be victorious in us! 
++Def: to continue in a place, sojourn 
++It isn’t static (staying still), the Truth that abides 
within us is dynamic (constantly moving forward) 
++Difference between static and dynamic stretching 
++We are moving, walking, and living life in the Truth 

++Eternal Truth 
++John says the truth “will be with us forever.” 
++It is an eternal truth. 
++So what is the outflow of the truth that Jesus Christ 
is God? 
++v. 3 Grace, mercy, and peace, which come from 
God the Father and from Jesus Christ—the Son of 
the Father—will continue to be with us who live in 
truth and love. 
++This is a very Johannine phrase, consider: John 
1:16-18 16 From his abundance we have all received 
one gracious blessing after another. 17 For the law 
was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love 
and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. 18 No 
one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is 
himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has 
revealed God to us. 
++What has Christ revealed about God? 
++It is only because Jesus Christ is the Son of God 
and that He abides in us that we can live out an 
eternal truth--we have grace, mercy, and peace 
++I want us to lean into truth this week: His grace, 
mercy, and peace are available, alive, and eternally 
at work in the life of His children. Let’s live out the 
truth. 


