
 

Pastor Jeremy DeGroot 

 

FAMILY: I married my wife, Samantha, on July 19, 2003. In 2007, we gave birth to our first child, a 

daughter named Sophie. Our son, Toby, was born in 2008, and in 2015 the Lord blessed us with our 

youngest, a daughter named Kenzie.  

 

SALVATION:  I was raised in a Christian family and attended church from my birth. When I was about 7 

years old, I came to the understanding that I needed a savior, and that I was a sinner. I accepted Jesus as 

my Savior and followed with believers’ baptism.  

 

CALLING: While living in Jacksonville, Illinois in July of 2013, I was readying myself to begin my Master’s 

program on Educational Leadership to become a Principal. After some great conversation, praying, and 

questions, my friend, Duncan Locke, asked me to inquire of the Holy Spirit if vocational ministry was the 

direction I was being led. After a night of prayer and asking, the Holy Spirit affirmed my calling and I 

entered Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in August of 2013. Upon graduation in May of 2015, 

and began serving as pastor at First Baptist Church of Crystal Lake, Illinois.  

In January of 2017, I left the pastorate to attend to family matters and re-entered the classroom setting 

(I had been a middle school teacher prior to pastoring). Within weeks of my departure, God re-affirmed 

my pastoral calling and began stirring up within Duncan and me the word He had given both of us years 

before about serving together in ministry. Through a series of God-directed and miraculous events, my 

family moved to Fayetteville, Georgia in July of 2018, and I began teaching at a local middle school. In 

March of 2019, our church family at First Baptist Tyrone also affirmed God’s plan when they called me 

as Pastor of Education and Family Ministry. 

 

EDUCATION: I graduated from Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (MBTS) in May of 2015 with a 

Masters, Theological Studies. In August 2016, I began work on my Masters of Divinity at MBTS. I 

graduated from Illinois College in 2002 with a Bachelor’s of Science in Elementary Education and History. 

 

MINISTRY FOCUS: My passion in ministry is found in Ephesians 4:12, “to equip the saints for work in 

ministry.” That comes by a variety of passions that God has breathed within me for doing just that. I 

enjoy reading books and studying the history of the Bible and bringing that out in my teaching ministry. I 

am also very passionate about apologetics – explaining the Christian faith. You will usually find me with 

a great book or listening to a podcast regarding Biblical history or Christian apologetics.  

 

HOBBIES AND INTERESTS: I am employed by Coweta County Schools as an 8th grade teacher at Madras 

Middle School. I enjoy coaching my daughter’s soccer teams, running, taking walks, and exploring our 

new home with my family.  In my free time, I spend a lot of time with Pastor Duncan discussing Jesus 

and our life in Him.  


