
Jan 19, 2020 Return, Oh Remnant!

The Old Testament, incomplete in & of itself, was never meant to
stand-alone! God always had in mind a better covenant by which 
He would win us back and secure us in an eternal relationship of 
blessing that saved us from Sin’s curse! And this He achieved 
thru Jesus Christ – God’s Good News (Gospel) to all mankind.
      “Everything in the bible is either Preparation for the 
gospel,   
        Presentation of the gospel, or Participation in the gospel.” 
This quote spotlights God’s progressive revelation in the bible 
from beginning to end, and the primacy of the gospel thru out. 
We must remember as we study Malachi that the NT interprets 
the OT!  The First Testament presents nothing in final form. The 
New Covenant fulfills, completes, & expands the Old Covenant 
that merely foreshadowed physically the spiritual truths Jesus 
accomplished in His life & death on the Cross. God’s Final 
Covenant swallows up the First Covenant in glorious perfection! 
For example: 
      -Physical deliverance from Egypt becomes Spiritual salvation

from sin (to free all people from sin, separation, & death)
      -Circumcising the body becomes circumcision of the heart 
      -Animal sacrifices that cover sin temporarily end in Jesus’ 

ultimate sacrifice, once for all time, all people, all sin!    
      -JTB water baptism becomes spirit baptism by HS into Christ
      -Sabbath moves from physical rest on 1 day to spiritual rest 

every day from earning God’s acceptance based on works
      -God’s K. on earth is no longer Canaan but a spiritual reality 

in the hearts/minds/lives of every believer on earth
      -Promised Land of Canaan will become a New Heaven/Earth

AND The People of God go from Israel’s remnant to Believers of
all races/nations! God’s NC people swallow up His OC Remnant

-Rom 2:28-29 (NLT) – true Jews of Abe’s faith, not line
-Rom 9:6 (NLT) – not all who descended from Is = Is
-Eph 2:11-18 (NLT) – Jews & Gentiles = 1 new nation

4,000 years ago, God chose the descendants of Abraham, Isaac &

Jacob to be His nation on earth – a people to show all nations the 
blessing of living in relationship with God as His people. But in 
the NC, God calls His people from all nations thru faith in His 
Christ to demonstrate this glorious relationship! God has made 
all believers to be His New People, His True Israel, His Forever 
first-born “nation-son” to use OT language!

“The real children of Abraham, then, are 
those who put their faith in God…So all who put 
their faith in Christ share the same blessing 
Abraham received because of his faith…and now 
that you belong to Christ, you are the true 
children of Abraham!”

Now we’re ready to read an OT prophecy fulfilled by
Jesus 500 years after it was pronounced in 440 AD. 
Let’s read Malachi 3! 

READ: Malachi 3:1-7 (NLT)

So, even when God thru Malachi predicts “Look! I am coming! 
Who will be able to stand before Me in righteousness?” God is 
speaking in 440 BC as if Messiah has already accomplished His 
New Covenant salvation! How can God do this? Because at any 
point in time, God knows past & future in the present as NOW! 

God not only revealed Himself perfectly in Jesus, but 
culminated His entire work among mankind thru His Son and the
Final Covenant He inaugurated! Jesus is God’s “Final Word” for 
each one of us: in Him we have our start with God by conversion
& recreation; and in Him we are blessed with all of God’s 
promises… “For all God's promises are "Yes" in him.
And so through him we can say "Amen,"(so be it!) 
to the glory of God. 

   2Cor 1:20 (ISV)
     
INVITATION:   
1) ARE YOU A BELIEVER IN JESUS – A TRUE CHILD OF 
ABRAHAM?
2) ARE YOU FINDING EVERY PROMISE OF GOD IS YOURS IN 
JESUS?



3) ARE YOU LIVING LIFE TRUSTING GOD WHO KNOWS ALL NOW?

MEDITATION: Galatians 3:6.7,9,28-29
6) In the same way, “Abraham believed God, and 
God counted him as righteous because of his 
faith.” 7) The real children of Abraham, then, are 
those who put their faith in God… 9) So all who 
put their faith in Christ share the same blessing 
Abraham received because of his faith. 28) There 
is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male 
and female. For you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29) And now that you belong to Christ, you
are the true children of Abraham. You are his 
heirs, and God’s promise to Abraham belongs to 
you.

In the First Covenant, God chose the 
descendants of Abraham to be His people who 
would show the world the glory of worshipping the 
One, True, Living God in right relationship. To be 
sure, not all of Abraham’s descendants were 
chosen: only those who believed God like Abraham 
were chosen: all those who shared Abraham’s “faith
legacy,” not his physical lineage! 

In the Final Covenant, however, God’s people 
are no longer ethnically differentiated – Jew or 
Gentile. Now that Christ has come, all who put their 
faith in Him become united as one new race of 
people called Christians, God’s ultimate people! 

Today, Malachi prophesies this truth 500 
years before Jesus appears to finish God’s work of 
redemption for all who believe – starting, but never 
ending, with the house of Israel!

Sermon in a Sentence:   RETURN, OH   
REMNANT!

Malachi 3:1-7 (NLT)
1) “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will
prepare the way before me (JTB – 500 years later!). 
Then the Lord you are seeking will suddenly come
to his Temple. The messenger of the covenant, 
whom you look for so eagerly, is surely coming,” 
says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. (Jesus, Messiah, 
of course!) 

2) “But who will be able to endure it when He 
comes? (ref. Mal 2:17 – “Where is the God of justice?”) 
Who will be able to stand and face Him when He 
appears? For He will be like a blazing fire that 
refines metal, or like a strong soap that bleaches 
clothes. 

3) He will sit like a refiner of silver, burning away 
the dross. He will purify the Levites (NT who? All 
Believers), refining them like gold and silver, so 
that they may once again offer acceptable 
sacrifices to the LORD (What sacrifices? Ourselves as 
our spiritual service of worship; crucified with/in Christ 
to the world, and the world to us). 
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4) Then once more the LORD will accept the 
offerings brought to him by the people of Judah 
and Jerusalem (the New Israel = All Believers in 
Christ), as He did in the past. (In contrast to His 
acceptance of us/our offerings, now we come in 
Christ…) 

5) “At that time I will put you on trial. I am eager 
to witness against all sorcerers and adulterers 
and liars. I will speak against those who cheat 
employees of their wages, who oppress widows 
and orphans, or who deprive the foreigners living
among you of justice, for these people do not fear
me,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. (Religious
leaders? Or reference to Judgment after Christ Returns?)
6) “I am the LORD, and I do not change. 
(Remember that latent in the OT is the New & Better 
Covenant, just as Jesus is latent in the Passover Lamb, 
the Rock of Water, the promise of an heir, Isaac, the 
leadership of Moses, Joshua & PL inheritance, Kingship 
of David, etc) That is why you descendants of Jacob
are not already destroyed. (because of their 1,000 
years of faithless disobedience!) 

7) Ever since the days of your ancestors, you 
have scorned my decrees and failed to obey 
them. Now return to me, and I will return to you,”
says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. (Though God 
has not strayed, Israel’s disbelief has broken the 
covenant, but God is ever faithful) “But you ask, ‘How
can we return when we have never gone away?’ 
(an example of Israel’s mistaking physical for spiritual 
truths!) 

Rom 2:28-29   (NLT)   
28) For you are not a true Jew just because you 
were born of Jewish parents or because you have 
gone through the ceremony of circumcision. 29) 
No, a true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. 

And true circumcision is not merely obeying the 
letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart 
produced by the Spirit. And a person with a 
changed heart seeks praise from God, not from 
people.

Rom 9:6   (NLT)  
6) Well then, has God failed to fulfill his promise to 
Israel? No, for not all who are born into the nation 
of Israel are truly members of God’s people! 7) 
Being descendants of Abraham doesn’t make them 
truly Abraham’s children. 8) This means that 
Abraham’s physical descendants are not 
necessarily children of God.

Eph 2:14-15, 18   (NLT)   
14) For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He 
united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in 
his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall 
of hostility that separated us. 15) He did this by 
ending the system of law with its commandments 
and regulations. He made peace between Jews and 
Gentiles by creating in himself one new people 
from the two groups… 18) Now all of us can come 
to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because 
of what Christ has done for us.

Malachi 2:15   (NLT)  
15) Didn’t the LORD make you one with your wife? 
In body and spirit you are his. And what does he 
want? Godly children from your union. (Not just 
children…but children who know/worship God!)
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