
Jun 17, 2021       Drifting is Dangerous!
       Hebrews 2:1-10 (NAS)

Jesus said, “Are your eyes blind and your ears deaf? Don't you 
remember how many baskets full of bread & fish were left over?” 
Not seeing, not perceiving, not remembering are all ways that we 
can allow the reality of Christ to slip away, to become less mean-
ingful! The author of Hebrews challenges his audience, including 
us, “to pay much closer attention to what we have heard thru, from 
& about Jesus, lest we drift away from Him!” Drifting is Dangerous!

ILLUS: Lynda’s parents had a boat; I loved skiing behind 
it, but hated to dock it! Throttle back, motor off, no way to guide 
the momentum, steer the boat, compensate for wind, current, or 
momentum! You simply had to drift in! Dangerous! Too fast, 
damage boat/dock; too slow, current takes you back out! 

This morning, we’re going to talk about the ever-present 
danger of drifting away from faith in Christ, but I want to say at 
the outset that drifting is not the same as losing one’s salvation! 
Drifting from your moorings in Christ so that you no longer trust 
& depend on Him in every situation happens to every believer as 
we struggle against fear, self-righteousness, & self-sufficiency! 
But I do not believe the bible teaches that believers can ever lose 
their right-standing with God in Christ, evidenced by His Spirit 
in us. Our confusion comes b/c we cannot see the condition of a 
person’s heart – whether it’s undergone the Spirit’s circumcision. 
And since Spirit is in us to finish the work He began the moment 
we believed, He will never fail to complete His salvific work in 
us! On the other hand, drifting is exactly what it implies: being 
carried away by all the cultural, worldly influences around us! 

The author has made his case that Jesus is greater than the 
angels, the messengers thru whom God delivered His covenant to 
Moses. How is Christ greater? He doesn’t just deliver the new, 
better Covenant to believers…He is the Savior of them! Now 
we’re exhorted to intentionally pursue intimacy with Christ in the 
details of our lives daily – the opposite of drifting is pursuing!

PRAY
READ: Heb 2:1-4 (NAS) Do not neglect so great a salvation!

-In DDs, interest piqued in v2: recompense for every sin

-Mn Pt: Can we escape by neglecting so great salvation?
-Remember original audience: Hebrews contending with 
salvation under 1st OR 2nd Covenant: but only in Christ!

-Author warns: Do Not Drift Away from Christ!
We may pay closer attention to the comments about punishment 
for sin/disobedience, but the author is clearly aiming us at the 
greatness of the NT/NC and it’s author (as compared to the 
former one delivered by God thru angels!) Even the confirming 
signs, wonders, miracles & Spirit’s gifts by God are greater than 
before! For angels won’t rule the world to come, and neither will 
we, for that matter! But Christ will: tho not all things are subject 
to Him yet! 

Neglecting this great salvation in Jesus by drifting away 
from Him back into the traditions of the OT/FC is the author’s 
great concern for this group. We see it more clearly than they; 
we are not affected by the stress of first century persecution or 
protected Judaism. But we do share this with them: the only way 
believers (then & now) can avoid drifting is to gain confidence in 
Christ by knowing Him better/personally as Savior, very-present 
Help, & Friend who sticks closer than ever in the details of life! 

So, the author offers 2 avenues to explore the greatness of 
Jesus personally – as the 1) Exalted Man, & 2) Perfected Savior! 

READ: Heb 2:5-9 – The Exalted Man
There is some disagreement about whether to translate this 
reference to man as plural (mankind) or singular (1 man, Jesus) 
The quote from Psalm 8 can be applied to both; but only up thru 
v7; v8 cannot be applied to mankind, but is valid only in Christ! 
     1) Interpret 6-7 to mean mankind:

-God thinks of man: His image-bearer, created in/for love
-God made man lower (lesser) than angelic beings
-God appointed man to rule as His regents on earth
-God put all things in subjection to mankind, including sin    

     2) But the author speaks of the greatness of Christ Himself!
-All are even more dramatically true in terms of Christ!
*All of Creation is Christ’s inheritance; man is gemstone!

This is our story with God in Christ: that we are His glorious 
creations, His only image-bearers, and those within whom He is 



conforming to the very image of Christ – the Perfect Man! He 
loves His workmanship…and we are that: His & Workmanship!

READ: Heb 2:9-10 – The Perfected Savior
Clearly, vs 9-10 speak of Christ, who tasted death for 

everyone – the natural result of enduring all the suffering of our 
human condition – but way past the degree of our sufferings! In 
Jesus, we have a friend who completely understands us & our 
weaknesses, temptations, and frailties as those reborn from the 
fall! He is for us, in us, & with us always; the Friend who sticks 
closer than a brother, with whom we can share everything with 
confidence for comfort, strength, & counsel...not condemnation!  
Jesus willing entered death thru suffering, yet emerged the victor 
by taking His own, eternal life back thru resurrection. He did this 
to be the first-born Son (prototokon = 1:6) – first to experience 
glorification (resurrection life) with many Believers to follow! 

When we actively participate in the intentional pursuit of 
knowing Jesus better as the perfect man and the perfected Savior 
of this covenant, we engage in a process that is the exact opposite 
of drifting: instead of wandering, we not only anchor ourselves 
further in Him, but we kedge ourselves toward Him in relational 
transparency & intimacy! No longer is our “motor” off, but we 
power through the distracting currents of culture & worldliness, 
fear & human frailty, to learn what trusting in Jesus really means 
in the circumstances of our lives; living by the faith of Christ, not 
by sight! Ultimately, we begin to relax in His greatness as Savior 
& Lord under whom everything has already been submitted & 
will eventually succumb! There is nothing you or I face that will 
stand in opposition to Him; we are safely harbored in Him alone!

Drifting is Dangerous for anyone! But we don’t need to 
dock the boat! Instead, we need to head out to sea with Christ at 
the helm to gain one experience after another with Him in 
charge, powering through each wave, every storm, traversing the 
wayward currents, knowing that He is all we need - not just to be 
safe, but grow in learning to trust in and depend on Jesus as The 
Perfect Man & Perfected Savior!          
PRAY!

Hebrews 2:1-10 (NAS)
1) For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we 
have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. 2) For if the word 
spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every violation and 
act of disobedience received a just punishment, 3) how will we escape 
if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at first spoken 
through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4) 
God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders, and by 
various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own 
will. 

5) For He did not subject to angels the world to come, about which 
we are speaking. 6) But someone has testified somewhere, saying,  
“WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU THINK OF HIM?  OR A SON OF 
MAN, THAT YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT HIM? 7) “YOU 
HAVE MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE  WHILE  LOWER THAN  
ANGELS; YOU HAVE CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND 
HONOR; 8) YOU HAVE PUT  EVERYTHING IN  SUBJECTION 
UNDER HIS FEET.” For in subjecting all things to him, He left 
nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all 
things subjected to him. 

9) But we do see Him who was made a little while lower than the 
angels, namely, Jesus, because of His suffering death crowned with 
glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for 
everyone. 10) For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and 
through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to 
perfect the originator of their salvation through sufferings.
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