
Jan 12, 2020 PROBLEMS WITH PRIESTS
    Malachi 2

Interpreting the truths of God’s dealings with His OT people can 
be a tricky venture! Why? Because it was a different covenant & 
culture; so we must first understand what was said to them in 
their context, and then bring it through Christ’s cross in order to 
apply the appropriate truth to our lives under the New Covenant! 
This morning, Malachi 2 provides us this study opportunity!

In chapter 2, God deals with 3 issues: 1) Priests, 2) Their 
Purpose, & 3) Their Problems. We’ll do the interpretive work 
required to bring God’s truth into our relationship with Christ in 
each issue so that we can apply it to our lives for transformation.

Open your bibles, and let’s get started!

I) PRIESTS:                             READ: Malachi 2:1-4  
4) Then at last you will know it was I who sent you this warning so 
that my covenant with the Levites can continue,” says the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies. 

In the First Covenant, God chose the 
descendants of Levi to serve as priests in His 
tabernacle/temple. Their job was to mediate the 
requirements of worship among God’s people, 
under the leadership of the High Priest (Aaron also 
Levi tribe). Mainly, they dealt with sacrifices to 
ensure that appropriate animals were presented for
sin, guilt, burnt & peace offerings, & in appropriate 
ways, in order to “cover” the sin of the one making 
the offering – so that he/she could stand in the 
presence of God, who is holy! 

But under the New Covenant, God anointed 
different priests from a different lineage than Levi 
to administer worship thru a relationship with God 
that would never end. Peter told you know who 
those priests are & from what lineage they come!  

Christians’ are the priests of God in the 
line of Christ Jesus! We became “of Him” thru 
rebirth of His Spirit, “accord-ing to His mercy, 
by the washing of regeneration & renewing 

by the Holy Spirit.”  We are God’s temples, living 
to tell every-one that their physical birth into sin 
separates them from Him, that Christ’s sacrifice 
provides the forgiveness of all sin & the 
righteousness everyone needs to worship God & 
stand permanen-tly in His presence, with eternal 
life, starting now and forever! 
II) PRIEST’S PURPOSE:                 READ: Malachi 2:5-7  
5) “The purpose of my covenant with the Levites was to bring life & 
peace...  6) They passed on to the people the truth of the instructions 
they received from Me.  7) The words of a priest’s lips 
should preserve knowledge of God; people should
go to him for instruction, for the priest is the 
messenger of the LORD”

God’s purpose for priests was to mediate a relationship 
between He & His people – and that is our purpose as well! We 
mediate for 2 different groups:   Believers & Unbelievers  . Among 
Believers, our service is to clarify God’s instructions & exhort 
God’s people to obey. But among Unbelievers, we help them 
identify their need to repent of sin & believe in Jesus for salva-
tion. As we live transformed lives in the presence of both groups,
we testify about the greatness of our God, the security of living in
a loving relationship with Him, & the joy & blessing of doing life
with Him His way. When we live loved, we prove Jesus in us
 
III) PRIEST’S PROBLEMS  :           READ: Malachi 2:8-9  
8) But you priests have left God’s paths. Your instructions have 
caused many to stumble into sin. You have corrupted the covenant I 
made…” (the lives of the people evidence the faithlessness of priests)

The greatest distinction between New & Old Covenant’s 
is…the security of salvation! Because Christ has come to secure 
salvation for everyone (in both covenants) once & for all thru His
perfect sacrifice & Righteous life, every true believer is securely 
saved based on Christ’s obedience, not our own. This was not 
true in the OT! Only God provided deliverance/salvation, and 
only thru faith/trust/belief; but it wasn’t necessarily a one-time 
salvation experience! Why? Because there was no “Conversion 
from Sinner to Saint!” as a result of believing! No regeneration!

http://biblehub.com/malachi/2-7.htm


Therefore, if the Priests left God’s paths, they left their 
relationship behind as well…unless/until they repented/returned!
But this is not true for us because our relationship with God is 
secured in Christ. Is it possible for us to leave God’s paths, to 
cause others to stumble, to corrupt the covenant? Yes…& No! 
Our salvation is guaranteed in Christ & proved by conversion!

In other words, it is possible to misinterpret God’s word, 
to misperceive His Spirit, & to cause others to stumble in sin by
treating our relationship as if we were saved by our own works,
efforts or earning – instead of by God’s grace thru faith in Jesus 
& His finished work on the cross! But God’s Spirit in us will 
never relinquish us to sin; His ministry in us is sanctifying us 
- & He Cannot Fail! That’s why we MUST press into life & 
truth with Christ, refuse to remain UNCHANGING, & EXPECT 
to experience ONGOING TRANSFORMATION in thought, 
word & deed. We must be learning to experience more life with 
God His way, according to His will, by His Spirit’s power in us!

Conclusion: Under the New Covenant in Christ, He is our High 
Priest & Believers are His line of new priests, mediating the 
knowledge, truth & worship of the Living God among all the 
people of the earth! We are His Temple, His Mouthpiece, His 
Testifiers, & His Witnesses! We are constantly undergoing 
sanctification by His Spirit to experience & express what life is 
like in a loving relationship with Jesus here & now.

INVITATION:
1) Are you a Priest in the line of Christ Jesus by conversion?
2) Are you edifying Believers to know, trust & sanctify Christ?
3) Are you witnessing to Unbelievers @ their need for Jesus?

MEDITATION: READ 1Peter 2:9-10 (NLT)
9) But you are not like that, for you are a chosen 
people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, 
God’s very own possession. As a result, you can 
show others the goodness of God, for He called 
you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.

10) “Once you had no identity as a people; 
now you are God’s people. 

Once you received no mercy; 
now you have received God’s mercy.”

Jesus is the High Priest & Eternal Mediator of 
the New & Final Covenant with God…and we are His
priests – His Royal Priesthood (every believer, 
not just pastors). Believers show the people of 
earth the glory of living loved by God, testifying to 
His presence & goodness, & witnessing of His 
miraculous salvation & transformation. We are 
converted by regeneration; born again of His Spirit 
at salvation; recreated to be “of” Christ’s lineage; 
Ambassadors of His kingdom government on earth 
right now!

But just as in the first covenant, there can be 
Problems with the Priests of God; and this morning, 
we’ll check out what those problems might be.

Sermon in a Sentence:   Problems with   
Priests

Malachi 2:1-9 (NLT)
1) “Listen, you priests—this command is for you! 2) Listen to me 
and make up your minds to honor my name,” says the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies, “or I will bring a terrible curse against you. I will 
curse even the blessings you receive. Indeed, I have already cursed 
them, because you have not taken my warning to heart. 3) I will 
punish your descendants and splatter your faces with the manure 
from your festival sacrifices, and I will throw you on the manure 

http://biblehub.com/1_peter/2-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_peter/2-9.htm


pile. 4) Then at last you will know it was I who sent you this warning
so that my covenant with the Levites can continue,” says the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies. 

5) “The purpose of my covenant with the Levites was to bring life 
and peace, and that is what I gave them. This required reverence 
from them, and they greatly revered me and stood in awe of my 
name. 6) They passed on to the people the truth of the instructions 
they received from me. They did not lie or cheat; they walked with 
me, living good and righteous lives, and they turned many from lives
of sin. 7) “The words of a priest’s lips should preserve knowledge of 
God, and people should go to him for instruction, for the priest is the
messenger of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 

8) But you priests have left God’s paths. Your instructions have 
caused many to stumble into sin. You have corrupted the covenant I 
made with the Levites,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 9) “So I 
have made you despised and humiliated in the eyes of all the people. 
For you have not obeyed me but have shown favoritism in the way 
you carry out my instructions.”


