
Feb 9, 2020 TITHING: A Reason to Celebrate!
         

Proverbs 3:9,10 (NLT):  “Honor the LORD with your 
wealth, and with the best part of everything you 
produce. Then he will fill your barns with grain, 
and your vats will overflow with good wine.”

ILLUS. Imagine you’re a sharecropper in the late 1800’s. 
You’ve agreed to work a parcel of land for the right to earn a 
living from what grows. In return, the Landowner will receive a 
portion of every harvest his land produces by your hand. 

You’ve turned/tilled the soil in preparation for seeding; 
scattered seed liberally to ensure the best possible crop; tended 
plant development by watering & weeding; watched and prayed 
thru storms & draughts; and now you’re harvesting what God has
caused to grow. It’s hard work, but fulfilling because of the yield.

You take the 10% agreed upon to the owner of the land. 
He gladly receives it & makes one more request: that you give 
him a list of all the people you want to bless – all who helped, 
those who prayed & harvested, and all your relatives. He invites 
you to bring your family to his estate in 3 days for a celebration. 

The celebration day comes. You & your family approach 
the owner’s estate and see from a distance a crowd assembled & 
already celebrating. As you get closer, you begin to realize that 
you know these people: these are your friends/relatives from the 
“Bless list.” As you arrive, they thank you for sharing the fruits 
of your labor with them. You’re delighted…but a bit perplexed! 

The owner greets you, seats all the guests, and then offers 
his congratulations on your harvest. He tells everyone that you’re
faithfulness & fruitful labor is the reason for their celebration & 
the source of the all the food for the feast! It’s only then that you 
realize what’s happened: the Landowner used the tithe you paid 
him – His portion – to provide this feast for you, your family & 
friends! You’re overwhelmed by his magnanimous generosity!

READ: Deuteronomy 14:22-29 (NLT)

I believe there is a parallel between the OT tither’s experience & 
our own when we answer the question: “Do we benefit from the 
tithe we give to God thru the church? And if so, in what ways?”

How do you benefit directly from the tithe you give?

1) MANPOWER:   Teaching/Preaching/Leading for   
sanctification

-Daily Devotion, Lesson & Sermons concentrate our focus
-Materials for weekly preparation, investigation, & 

transformation at your disposal
-Pastors: Seminary-educated, experienced, and 

imperfect – still actively learning themselves
-All Leaders: Spirit-led, called/qualified, perceptive

strategic, unified, & accountable to all!

2) MINISTRY:   Ministry development, guidance & support  
-SHAPE involvement = development of ministry teams
-Age-appropriate Discipleship from nursery – seniors
-Ministry Events = benefit church & community families
-Collective Giving = supports local & foreign missions
-Coordinated Ministries = achieve harmonious goals

3) MEMBERSHIP:   Membership with like-minded Believers  
-Member’s Covenant defines meaningful membership

-Provides expectations for everyone’s involvement
-Membership unifies church members in Jesus Christ

-2 rites: Salvation in Christ & Believer’s baptism
-Supporting spiritual & physical needs of members/guests
-Facility & Resources: maintenance, development, & use

Isn’t this a little like feasting on food from the tithe you paid to 
the owner for using his property? Isn’t God celebrating with us 
by using our tithes to bless & enrich us directly? Aren’t we all 
directly enjoying the benefits of tithing to God? As Jesus taught: 

Be generous in sharing resources the Master is placing 
under your supervision! For if you are not generous with His 
things, how will you ever be trustworthy with your own?



INVITATION: 
1) Will you honor God with the best part of His resources?
2) Will you return the whole tenth as His trustworthy Steward?
3) Will you be as generous to others as God is to you?
MEDITATION: Matthew 10:5-8 (NLT)
5) Jesus sent out the twelve apostles with these 
instructions: “Don’t go to the Gentiles or the 
Samaritans, 6) but only to the people of Israel—God’s 
lost sheep.7) Go and announce to them that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is near. 8) Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons. 
Give as freely as you have received!

There may be a few surprising statements in 
this passage – “go only to Israel…God’s lost sheep,”
or “the kingdom of God is near” – but I want us to 
concentrate on the last statement: 

“Give as freely as you have received!” 
Jesus teaches clearly that stewardship involves a lot
more than just money – look at what God provided 
the apostles: power to heal the sick, raise the dead,
cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons! 
What had these apostles done to receive the 
power of God to do such miracles in His 
name? NOTHING! 

They were to exercise God’s power generously
& freely on behalf of the King of the kingdom so 
that they, & everyone, could benefit & celebrate His
presence among them – but only because the 
apostles gave as freely as they received! God 
gives generously & freely to us so that we can 
experience His joy in giving generously & freely to 
others. But… 

-Are we experiencing His generous liberality in
giving? -Are others the only ones benefitting 
directly when we act as good stewards?  

Sermon in a Sentence: Tithing: A Reason to
Celebrate!

Proverbs 3:9,10 (NLT)
9) Honor the LORD with your wealth, and with the
best part of everything you produce. 10) Then he 
will fill your barns with grain,
and your vats will overflow with good wine.

Deuteronomy  14:22-29  (NLT)    The  Giving  of
Tithes
22) “You must set aside a tithe of your crops—
one-tenth of all the crops you harvest each 
year. 23) Bring this tithe to the designated place 
of worship—the place the LORD your God chooses
for his name to be honored—and eat it there in 
his presence. This applies to your tithes of grain, 
new wine, olive oil, and the firstborn males of 
your flocks and herds. Doing this will teach you 
always to fear the LORD your God.
24) “Now when the LORD your God blesses you 
with a good harvest, the place of worship he 
chooses for his name to be honored might be too 
far for you to bring the tithe. 25) If so, you may 
sell the tithe portion of your crops and herds, put
the money in a pouch, and go to the place the 
LORD your God has chosen. 26) When you arrive, 
you may use the money to buy any kind of food 
you want—cattle, sheep, goats, wine, or other 
alcoholic drink. Then feast there in the presence 
of the LORD your God and celebrate with your 
household. 27) And do not neglect the Levites in 
your town, for they will receive no allotment of 
land among you.
28) “At the end of every third year, bring the 
entire tithe of that year’s harvest and store it in 
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the nearest town. 29) Give it to the Levites, who 
will receive no allotment of land among you, as 
well as to the foreigners living among you, the 
orphans, and the widows in your towns, so they 
can eat and be satisfied. Then the LORD your God
will bless you in all your work.

Luke 16:9-13 (NLT)
9) Here’s the lesson: Use your worldly resources 
to benefit others and make friends. Then, when 
your possessions are gone, they will welcome you
to an eternal home. 10) “If you are faithful in 
little things, you will be faithful in large ones. But
if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be 
honest with greater responsibilities. 11) And if 
you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who 
will trust you with the true riches of heaven?     12  ) 
And if you are not faithful with other people’s 
things, why should you be trusted with things of 
your own? 13) “No one can serve two masters. 
For you will hate one and love the other; you will 
be devoted to one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.”
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