
Feb 5, ‘23   Salvation’s Fruit: Comfort 

1Thes 3:1-12 
 

Last Sunday, Jon did a great job orchestrating a sermon involving kids, 

interviews, and scripture study that helped us understand that our 

salvation produces fruit in others as rewards! But not as if our efforts in 

sharing Jesus actually produced their salvation: they do not! Faith in 

Jesus only comes as a personal, volitional choice! But serving as God’s 

co-workers (a concept for us today) is often rewarded by Christ’s 

saving power as their hearing is joined with the Spirit’s persuasion to 

believe in Jesus as Savior! (Rom 10:17). When anyone enters into real 

life by trusting Jesus, he/she becomes a reward shared by all in Christ! 

 Every believer is the fruitful reward for those who shared, 

explained, & participated in their journey that led to faith in Christ. 

Paul has already said that he proclaimed the message in Thessalonica 

boldly/clearly: not with human prowess, but with the Spirit’s power! 

And the proof was their belief! But in this passage, we’re treated to 

Paul’s guiding & impelling love for Jesus & His people: once they 

choose life in Christ, we all instantly share everything in common: 

          -Solidarity in faith! A growing kingdom of like-minded Creatures 

 -Unity in one body, One Lord, & One Spirit as Christ’s church 

 -Joy in having passed out of judgment into real life with God 

 -Instant, comprehensive fellowship as new Creations in Christ! 

 -Immeasurable standing as Christ’s inheritance, & He is ours! 

This morning, as we read 1Thes 3, we’ll examine Salvation’s Fruit of 

Comfort! We’ll see that all involved in sharing & receiving the Good 

News of Christ join in the Comfort produced thru salvation in Him!   

 ILLUS: Comfort comes in many forms; best in person, up close 
 

As we read 1Thess 3:1-12, please pay close attention to the emotions 

behind Paul’s writing! Feel his distressing uncertainty in knowing how 

these new Christians are faring in their faith, under heavy persecution, 

and against all enemies – including the Satan! Let yourself sense the 

depth of his compassion for them, longing to see them, concern @ their 

welfare, & desire to fill in the gaps in their beliefs and understanding! 

 This passage naturally divides itself into 3 sections – but all 

share the reality that comfort is available to/in all believers! We do see 

that Paul’s concern is not worry but rather prayer and action; that the 

comfort Paul & his missionary team receive is based in the spiritual 

wellbeing of his new, faith-filled friends; and that their relief is cause 

for celebration – even in the midst of their immature faith, significant 

persecution, & lacking doctrine. Apparently, God’s got them…& us? 

1) CONCERN: Not Worry or Fret; but Payer & Action!   

1) Finally, when we could stand it no longer, we decided to stay alone 

in Athens, 2) and we sent Timothy to visit you. He is our brother and 

God’s co-worker in proclaiming the Good News of Christ. We sent him 

to 1) strengthen you, 2) to encourage you in your faith, 3) and to 3) 

keep you from being shaken by the troubles you were going through. 

But you know that we are destined for such troubles. 4) Even while we 

were with you, we warned you that troubles would soon come—and 

they did, as you well know. 5) That is why, when I could bear it no 

longer, I sent Timothy to find out whether your faith was still strong. 

I was afraid that the tempter had gotten the best of you and that our 

work had been useless. When Paul could stand the uncertainty no 

more, he sent Timothy (“one like him”!) back to Thessalonica. Timothy 

is going to check on them, but while he’s there, we read that he takes 

the opportunity to do much more than just that! Timothy accomplishes 

3 things among these new Christians: he strengthens them (set fast, 

anchor, firmly establish), encourages their faith, (calls out, imbues 

courage), & stabilizes them in the midst of their afflictions/troubles!  

 ILLUS: Let’s distinguish between concern & worry/anxiety 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer & supplication 

with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Phil 4:6,7) 

 Concern either takes action (beginning in prayer) or degrades 

into worry that paralyzes, immobilizes, & debilitates us! **Worry 

prevents the action that Concern pursues & Prayer illuminates! Was 

this an easy decision to send Timothy back into harms way? NO! But 

the greater concern for Paul AND Timothy was to discover, support, & 

comfort their new, beloved friends (& rewards) with whom they now 

shared eternal life, One Spirit, & all things together in Christ! 

*Does Concern or Worry determine your next move with Jesus? 

     -Only concern leads us to pray & act w/ God, producing comfort! 
 

2) COMFORT: Encouraged in faith, friendships, & new life! 

6) But now Timothy has just returned, bringing us good news about 

your faith and love. He reports that you always 1) remember our visit 

with joy and that you 2) want to see us as much as we want to see 

you. 7) So we have been greatly encouraged in the midst of our 

troubles and suffering, dear brothers and sisters, because you have 

remained strong in your faith. 8) 3) It gives us new life to know that 

you are standing firm in the Lord. This passage is about the  
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encouragement given & received on both sides of the message 

proclaimed: Paul, Timothy, Silas & Luke are encouraged by the 

condition of the church in 3 ways: they are remembered joyfully, 

greatly miss them, & their strong faith gives “new life!” 

 ILLUS: Comfort in Christ is shared; No rivalries among king-

 dom people; no competition; just celebration or grief shared 

 with all others in our victories & struggles!    (2Cor 1:3-4) 

In Gk, parakaleó = one who comes along side to comfort, console, or 

exhort! It means one who’s close enough to be heard, calling to us, 

leading the way, walking every step! You may recognize this word & 

work as it describes the Holy Spirit! He is the paraclete: Helper, 

Comforter, Advocate! As our Advocate, He speaks to us about God’s 

goodness, provisions, & plans. He whispers to us to follow, to trust, to 

know, to understand, & to work out God’s prefect will in this life! 

     -Are you listening for His voice in the midst of good & bad times? 

  *Are you “calling from near” offering comfort to others of faith? 
 

3) CELEBRATION: Joyful gratitude to God for you/your faith   

9) 1) How we thank God for you! Because of you we have great joy as 

we enter God’s presence. 10) Night and day 2) we pray earnestly for 

you, asking God to let us see you again to fill the gaps in your faith. 

11) May God our Father and our Lord Jesus bring us to you very 

soon. 12) And may the Lord make your love for one another and for all 

people grow and overflow, just as our love for you overflows. 13) May 

he, as a result, make your 3) hearts strong (hearts firmly established), 

blameless (without fault or defect), and holy (sanctified) as you stand 

before God our Father when our Lord Jesus comes again with all his 

holy people. Amen.  Paul writes that these believers have become a 

source of joyful thanksgiving to God as he prays earnestly for them 

daily, asking God for a return visit to fill in the gaps in their faith, 

anchor their hearts as new creations, & teach Christ’s comprehensive 

forgiveness that results in no fault or defect! Paul wants them to be 

confident at Jesus’ Return that their faith, continually growing & 

showing in love, qualifies them to share eternal life & love with God! 

 *Are you celebrating Christ’s salvation that makes you a “reward”? 

 The restored heaven & earth will be a place of Great Celebra 

tion! Truly – a party worth attending that continues forever! Unlike 

hell where they refuse to feed/help each other, we’ll be enraptured in 

fellowship that is deep, fulfilling, transparent & genuine because we’ll 

see Him as He truly is and know Him just as fully as He has known us! 
 

How is Christ’s salvation producing Comfort in every situation? 

Salvation’s Fruit: Comfort 

1Thes 3:1-12 

 

Believers become the fruitful reward of those who share with them! 

 

 

How much do we have in common with every other believer in Jesus?  

 

 

These are the kind of treasures Jesus wants us to store up. Are you? 

 

 

 

1) CONCERN: Not worry or fret; but prayer & action!  1Thess 3:1-5    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) COMFORT: Encouraged in faith, friendships, & new life! 1T 3:6-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) CELEBRATION: Joyful gratitude to God for you & faith 1T 3:9-13  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK: Salvation’s Fruit: Sanctification 1Thess 4:1-12 
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