
Feb 2, 2020  RESTORATION

READ:   Malachi 3:16-4:6  
16) The names of those who feared & honored God on a scroll

-Rev 5 & 6 talk about this book of life, sealed by 7 seals, 
that only the Lamb of God, slain before the world was formed, is 
qualified to open/read those who received eternal life from Him.
17) God’s people & special treasure; a holy nation, a royal 
priesthood, a sacred possession for all eternity (1Peter 2).
18) God’s Judgment will delineate between the wicked & the 
righteous: between those who reject & those who accept Him.
1) God’s Judgment will completely consume the arrogant & 
wicked who reject Christ – “roots, branches & all” – Jn 15 ref
2) “the Sun of Righteousness, with healing in His wings”

I never realized how many references to sun, moon, light 
represent Jesus in scripture. Isaiah 30:26, “The light of the 
moon will be as bright as the sun, and the light of
the sun will be seven times brighter--like the 
light of seven days--on the day that the Lord 
binds up the brokenness of His people…” We 
know the healing warmth & power of the sun – so, 
perhaps, it’s not far fetched to liken Jesus to the 
Sun personified! Only the Sun can make things 
grow, flourish, germinate, & flower to reveal all they
truly are! It’s the same for the people of God! But 
to let the Sun in, you’ve got to push back the 
curtains, open the shutters, roll up the shades! You 
have to choose to move past the obstacles that 
block the Sun from shining on you!

And so it is with our lives! Self exposure, vulnerability, 
stripped, out of hiding, unprotected, indefensible, transparent 
with God is the only way for Sun of Righteousness to warm you 
& enlighten you from inside. His gift of eternal life is indescrib-
ably wonderful, powerfully life-changing, too much to conceive 
all together, but worth our every effort to do so.

It may seem scary to consider pulling back the curtains for
fuller exposure to Him: but in truth, there is no safer place! So 

risk it all to further expose yourself to Him…& let Him embrace 
you more completely than ever before. You won’t regret it! 

3-4) Typical warfare motif of mid-East culture during 400’s BC, 
along with a reminder that we’re still under the Law thru Moses.
5-6) At first glance, I wasn’t certain whose preaching would turn
the hearts of the people toward God – John or Jesus? But Luke 
1:17 clarifies that this heart-turning comes thru John in order to 
prepare the way for Messiah! Because Jesus said, “I did not 
come to bring peace, but a sword!” Individual responses to faith 
in Jesus can divide families, “for anyone who loves mother, father, 
sister or brother more than Jesus is not worthy of Him!” (Matt 10) 

The end of Malachi’s prophecy correlates to “the end 
times” when God judges the living & the dead, & then recreates 
the Heavens & earth by fire to restore His perfect creation once 
again. But only the people of God will dwell with Him in this 
new world; those from all nations redeemed by God to be His 
special people, dressed in the righteousness of Christ thru faith! 
God has been restoring mankind since the garden fall of A/E! 

Restoration seems easier to understand when we talk @ 
God recreating a new, sinless version of the world. Why? I think 
because we have the backdrop of the first 6-day creation as a 
model! But restoration also describes what God has already 
begun in the hearts, minds & lives of every Believer!

We may not use the word “restoration” to describe the 
process of our   recreation  , but that’s exactly what’s happening!   
Our own personal restoration begins at salvation (justification) – 
the point at which we repent as sinners and trust Jesus Christ 
with all that we are. Instantly, we are recreated in our spirit-
natures, converted from spiritually dead sinners to spiritually 
alive Saints, reborn to be compatible with God as sharers of His
divine nature. The sinner we were is crucified with Christ; the 
Saint we become is resurrected to eternal life with Him, to be 
lived now! And that’s just the beginning of our restoration!

From that point on, we are undergoing sanctification by 
the power & presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us. He leads 
the process by which we learn to think, choose & relate in ways 
that reveal our new, divine, spirit-nature. Sanctification gives us 



progressive experiences in acting like Saints! And God uses both 
success & failures to sanctify us until we see Him face to face! 

Then, ultimately, our restoration involves a resurrected 
body when Jesus returns before God judges the world. These 
glorified resurrection bodies will be as remarkable as Christ’s – 
defying laws of nature, imperishable, to be forever with God!
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PRAYER:

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Malachi 3:16-4:6 (NLT)
The LORD’s Promise of Mercy

16) Then those who feared the LORD spoke with each 
other, and the LORD listened to what they said. In His 
presence, a scroll of remembrance was written to record
the names of those who feared Him and always thought 
about the honor of His name. (The book of Life, opened 
by Jesus, the Lamb of God, the only One qualified! Rev  
17) “They will be my people,” says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies. “On the day when I act in judgment, 
they will be my own special treasure. I will spare them 
as a father spares an obedient child. 18) Then you will 
again see the difference between the righteous and the 
wicked, between those who serve God and those who 
do not.”

The Coming Day of Judgment
1) The LORD of Heaven’s Armies says, “The day of 
judgment is coming, burning like a furnace. On that day 
the arrogant and the wicked will be burned up like 
straw. They will be consumed—roots, branches, and all. 
2) “But for you who fear my name, the Sun of 

Righteousness will rise with healing in his wings. And 
you will go free, leaping with joy like calves let out to 
pasture. (Isa 30)  3) On the day when I act, you will 
tread upon the wicked as if they were dust under your 
feet,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 4) 
“Remember to obey the Law of Moses, my servant—all 
the decrees and regulations that I gave him on Mount 
Sinai for all Israel. 5) “Look, I am sending you the 
prophet Elijah before the great and dreadful day of the 
LORD arrives. 6) His preaching will turn the hearts of 
fathers to their children, and the hearts of children to 
their fathers. Otherwise I will come and strike the land 
with a curse.” (Luke 1:17)
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