
DAILY DEVOTIONS:                                                  Week of December 30 – January 4, 2020  

Malachi 1

MONDAY: Read Malachi 
Which of the chapters or issues stimulate the greatest interest for study? Thank Spirit for helping create
in you a desire to know God’s O.T. promises & issues that were all fully realized in Jesus Christ.

TUESDAY: Read Malachi 1:1-5
Israel is back in the Promised Land from their exile to Babylon. What is their issue of disobedience 
now? How does God say that He shows Israel His love? Read Obadiah: On what nation does Obadiah 
prophesy destruction? The Edomites descended from whom? Ask Spirit to train you to see God’s 
perspective so that you will know God’s priorities as you walk with Him in His will His way today.
 
  

WEDNESDAY: Read Malachi 1:6-8
Notice the constant use of this literary device: asking & answering questions posed. How does this help
the reader understand the problems God has with His priests/people? What is His problem with their 
worship? Read Leviticus 1:2-4 – What was the most important characteristics of animals chosen for 
sacrifice/worship? Ask Spirit to help you take your cues from God’s written word & Living Word.  

 

THURSDAY: Read Malachi 1:9-11 
Why did God want the temple doors shut and sacrifices to cease? What has God always wanted more 
than sacrifices for sin? How did Jesus accomplish this for all believers? What does the fact that people 
of other nations worshipped God thru worthy sacrifices show? Read Romans 1:16-20. How does this 
answer the previous question? Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand/apply these spiritual truths. 

FRIDAY: Read Malachi 1:12-14
What rhetorical question does God ask thru Malachi in this section? In what ways did Jesus prove to be
the perfect, ultimate & final sacrifice for all sin, for all sinners, for all time? What does offering 
imperfect, damaged, & stolen animals bring as a result? How is this different than living in the blessing
of God? In Jesus, are you living in the full blessing of God or not? How do you know? Thank Jesus for
bringing you into God’s fullest blessing permanently. 

SATURDAY: Read Malachi 1 
How has this issue of obedience in OT sacrifice & worship helped you in recognizing all that Jesus has 
accomplished in order for you to worship God obediently? Thank God for committing to finish your 
spiritual maturity, ministry & mission as you serve Him with your entire life as an act of worship!



(Use your own Bible & this New Living Translation for comparison & better
understanding)

Malachi 1 (NLT)

1) This is the message that the LORD gave to Israel through the prophet 
Malachi.

The LORD’s Love for Israel
2) “I have always loved you,” says the LORD. But you retort, “Really? How 
have you loved us?” And the LORD replies, “This is how I showed my love 
for you: I loved your ancestor Jacob, 3) but I rejected his brother, Esau, and 
devastated his hill country. I turned Esau’s inheritance into a desert for 
jackals.” 4) Esau’s descendants in Edom may say, “We have been 
shattered, but we will rebuild the ruins.” But the LORD of Heaven’s Armies 
replies, “They may try to rebuild, but I will demolish them again. Their 
country will be known as ‘The Land of Wickedness,’ and their people will be 
called ‘The People with Whom the LORD Is Forever Angry.’ 5) When you see
the destruction for yourselves, you will say, ‘Truly, the LORD’s greatness 
reaches far beyond Israel’s borders!’”

Unworthy Sacrifices
6) The LORD of Heaven’s Armies says to the priests: “A son honors his 
father, and a servant respects his master. If I am your father and master, 
where are the honor and respect I deserve? You have shown contempt for 
my name! “But you ask, ‘How have we ever shown contempt for your 
name?’ 7) “You have shown contempt by offering defiled sacrifices on my 
altar. “Then you ask, ‘How have we defiled the sacrifices?’ “You defile them 
by saying the altar of the LORD deserves no respect. 8) When you give 
blind animals as sacrifices, isn’t that wrong? And isn’t it wrong to offer 
animals that are crippled and diseased? Try giving gifts like that to your 
governor, and see how pleased he is!” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.

9) “Go ahead, beg God to be merciful to you! But when you bring that kind 
of offering, why should he show you any favor at all?” asks the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies. 10) “How I wish one of you would shut the Temple doors 
so that these worthless sacrifices could not be offered! I am not pleased 
with you,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “and I will not accept your 
offerings. 11) But my name is honored by people of other nations from 
morning till night. All around the world they offer sweet incense and pure 
offerings in honor of my name. For my name is great among the nations,” 
says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.

12) “But you dishonor my name with your actions. By bringing contemptible
food, you are saying it’s all right to defile the Lord’s table. 13) You say, ‘It’s 
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too hard to serve the LORD,’ and you turn up your noses at my commands,”
says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. “Think of it! Animals that are stolen and 
crippled and sick are being presented as offerings! Should I accept from you
such offerings as these?” asks the LORD. 14) “Cursed is the cheat who 
promises to give a fine ram from his flock but then sacrifices a defective one
to the Lord. For I am a great king,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “and 
my name is feared among the nations!
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