
Dec 20, 2020  The Christmas Story According to…John
     God’s Word Testifies

When Jesus was questioned about His purpose on earth, 
John records Jesus’ reply, “Actually, I was born & came into the 
world to testify to the truth.” (18:37) Of course, the truth to which 
Jesus testifies is the reality of God! From the very beginning, 
God has testified about Himself thru Creation: “His invisible 
qualities—His eternal power & divine nature – are evident” in the 
world around us so that no one has excuse for not knowing God. 
But God also testified much more specifically thru the Word by 
which He spoke Creation into existence; that very “Word became 
flesh & made His dwelling among us” as the man, Jesus, the Christ!

Jesus was born biologically as the purest, clearest testifier 
of God’s existence, character, & works because Jesus was God 
as a human! Jesus spoke God’s message to mankind & demon-
strated God’s works on earth. Thru Jesus, people encountered 
God in person! That was the essence of Jesus’ first advent: to 
testify about God’s plan to reconcile sinful people to Himself in a 
glorious, eternal, intimate friendship. To that end, Jesus confessed: 
“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me. If you had really known Me, you would know 
My Father. From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him!” 

               (John 14:6,7)
Jesus proclaims Himself to be God’s Light to mankind 

illuminating the way back to Him, God’s Love for all people 
motivated by the Truth of His gracious nature & our sinfulness, 
and God’s Life, the promise of eternity with Him. John uses 
these 3 themes – Light, Love, & Life – unique to his Christmas 
Story, to introduce us to Jesus, to describe His earthly mission, & 
to celebrate the fulfillment of God’s plan to restore all mankind! 

PRAY:

I) Jesus Testifies as God’s Light: John 1:1-5 (NLT)
1) “In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2) He existed in the beginning with 
God. 3) God created everything through Him, and nothing was 
created except through Him. 4) The Word gave life to everything that 
was created, and His life brought light to everyone. 5) The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.”
John starts his Christmas Story brilliantly: Jesus as the 

Light by which we see God clearly in our own earthly context. If 
you want to know what the invisible, limitless, omnipresent God 
is like, just watch & listen to Jesus. Jesus is God’s Light to man-
kind – enlightening us by illuminating God! We humans can’t 
see God, but looking at Jesus, we not only see but also under-
stand God. And don’t miss the verb tense change from v4 to 5: 
Jesus gave life & light to everyone. Jesus shines in the darkness, 
and it can never extinguish Him! Not only was Jesus God’s light 
to mankind, but now in every Believer, He still is! We shine His 
light on God in this dark world for the benefit of all unbelievers!

ILLUS. As my eyesight grows worse, I realize how 
important good light is for seeing/reading. Of course, the right 
glasses is significant too; but I can often read without glasses 
when the light is good. The best light is…sunlight! But we need 
“Son-Light” to see God clearly & accurately…everyone does! 

When we trust Jesus to unite us with God in salvation, 
then His Son-Light comes into us by His Spirit so that we always 
have the perfect light to see/understand God, His will & ways for 
us: enough light to follow Him…but only 1 step at a time by faith!

II) Jesus Testifies as God’s Love: John 17:22-26 (NLT) 
22) “I have given them the glory you gave Me, so they may be one as 
We are one. 23) I am in them & You are in Me. May they experience 
such perfect unity that the world will know that You sent Me and 
that You love them as much as You love Me. 24) Father, I want these 
whom You have given Me to be with Me where I am. Then they can 
see all the glory You gave Me because You loved Me even before the 
world began! 25) O righteous Father, the world doesn’t know You, 
but I do; and these disciples know You sent Me. 26) I have revealed 
You to them, and I will continue to do so. Then Your love for Me will 
be in them, and I will be in them.”

John writes his Christmas Story from his experiences “in-
person” with Jesus: John is…the disciple whom Jesus loved! Do 
not underestimate John’s comprehension & full acceptance of 
this reality: John knew he was loved by God – he was not unsure, 
unsteady, shaken by circumstances, or estimating God’s love on 
his own worthiness, achievements, or merit. Rather, he knew
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God’s love as Jesus: living proof God loved him & mankind!
It is from this love, & John’s desire for the world to know it, that 
he writes this gospel about Jesus. John himself says, “These 
things I have written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”    

          (John 20:31) 
But please notice again the shift in verb tense in v 26: 

Jesus says “I have revealed You to them & will continue doing so.” 
Jesus’ ongoing revelation of God to us by His Spirit in us is not 
only to anchor us in love, but so the world will believe that the 
Father sent the Son as Savior! We’re on earth to testify to God’s 
transforming love as former rebels, now securely loved children!

III) Jesus Testifies as God’s Life: John 11:25 (NLT)
25) Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who 
believes in Me will live, even after dying. 26) Everyone who lives in 
Me and believes in Me will never ever die.

Jesus is the first man to be raised to God’s eternal life, & 
offers this eternal life as God to all men. But this free gift of 
God’s life can be apprehended only by faith in Jesus; and it costs 
each of us everything we were calling “life” before meeting 
Jesus In order to be resurrected to God’s eternal life, we must 
first die with Him. It’s not always easy to die to the life you have, 
even if that life is hard, broken, & incomplete! But faith reaches 
Jesus beyond our frailty to receive the glorious life God offers! 

And this is the testimony: no one who has truly received 
this eternal life of God thru faith in Jesus would ever give it up! 
Being raised from death to share God’s eternal life is the greatest 
gift any person can ever receive…or help someone else receive!  
     What are you giving this Christmas to the ones you love? 

John’s Christmas Story records Jesus testifying that He is 
the embodiment of God’s Light so we can see God clearly, He is 
God’s Love in Person so we can relate to God confidently, & He 
is the Source of God’s Life so that we can experience Him for-
ever – starting now! And Jesus wants to continue testifying to the 
truth @ God in & thru us to all the other people He came to Save

PRAY:
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