
Dec 1, 2019     HOPE: Light Out of Darkness
Luke 1:67-79 (NLT)

I want to testify to God’s goodness in the preparation of this 
sermon! I expect & experience Him every week, but His guiding 
hand & foreknowledge in the selection of this scripture passage 
weeks ago cause me to stand in absolute confidence that He has 
prepared this message, & our hearts, to engage in life-changing 
truths about the Christ of Christmas! Will He convince you?

Hope runs through this passage like a raging current! 
Three rivers of Hope converge & connect us to God in Truth:

1) the hope of Zechariah & Elizabeth to raise a child
2) the hope of God’s Messiah promised to OT Jews 
3) the hope of a Savior, Jesus Christ, who would 
ultimately deliver us into the presence of God (& God’s 
presence into us) for an eternal, right relationship!

No doubt, Zechariah & Elizabeth waited decades for their hope, 
enduring the shame associated with a barren womb! The Jews 
waited centuries for the hope of God’s Messiah, enduring their 
bitter struggle against idolatry, disobedience, & exile. But God 
waited untold millennia for the Hope that resolved man’s enmity
& provided the righteousness we need to re-enter His perfect 
presence permanently by the blood of the Lamb slain before the 
world was created! (Rev 13:8) 

How long did you wait for saving Hope? 
Every Hope is fulfilled in Jesus!

READ: Luke 1:67-75 – Spiritual or Worldly Hope? 
The Jewish ideas of deliverance from enemy nations, 

remembering the covenant with Abraham, and serving God with-
out fear were all expected promises of the earthly, physical 
realm. No wonder they developed a misinformed belief that 
Messiah would free them politically from Roman oppression, 
return their land, and institute a kingly government on earth!

But God exceeded this Hope by providing new realities of 
the Spirit-realm that transcend the worldly, temporal realm! God
established His kingdom on earth in the lives of His people who 
believe in Messiah, delivering us from the oppression of spirit-
realm enemies (Satan & his minions), so that we not only serve 

God without fear, but in the perfect righteousness & holiness that
Jesus achieved in His human flesh, which He grants to all who 
are born-again of faith by God’s Holy Spirit!

READ: Luke 1:76,77 – Human or Divine Hope?
-John or Jesus? Water or Spirit Baptism?

READ: Luke 1:78,79 – Temporal or Eternal Hope? 
Like children, we picture sitting in a dark room, cowering in 
dread, paralyzed with fear, unable to help ourselves, & awaiting a
terrifying fate. But then, dad turns on the light, we’re comforted 
by familiar surroundings, & realize that our fear wasn’t even real.

The idea of giving light to those who sit in darkness…and 
more specifically, the darkness of death has its greatest reality in 
the spiritual realm. Virtually no situation we face on earth could 
nearly compare to the absolute abyss, hopelessness/helplessness 
of the human race, lost to God by sin, condemned to the blackest 
chaos & confusion generated in our own broken hearts & minds. 

We all sit in the deepest pit of sin & death, dominated & 
paralyzed until the Light of Jesus shines in our hearts (2Cor 4:6).
     -Kanye West = “radically saved!” It’s our story, too! (SIN!)

Jesus Himself is the Light of men – showing the only way back 
to God thru salvation by faith in Him (John 1:4,5). Jesus did not 
shine “into darkness,” as if He remained outside of or apart from
it; but rather, He shone “out of darkness,” having entered into it 
Himself, overpowering the darkness & bursting forth as Light 
from within it: “He who knew no sin became sin for us, so that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him.” (2C5:21) 

-Jesus was shrouded by Sin on the cross (  Mark 15:33-  
34)

But Jesus does more than just show or illuminate for us the path 
of peace with God & men: His Spirit is the Guide who takes 
every step with us along this Peace path that we walk right now! 

-(Rom 5:1- 5)

INVITATION:
1) Do you let Jesus illuminate God’s will & way every day?
2) Do you allow the Spirit to Guide you along the path of Peace?



3) Does the Peace of God characterize your life today?
Luke 1:67-79 (NLT)
67) Then his father, Zechariah, was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and gave this prophecy:

68) “Praise the Lord, the God of Israel,
because He has visited and redeemed His 

people.
69) He has sent us a mighty Savior

from the royal line of His servant David,
70) just as He promised

through His holy prophets long ago.
 71) Now we will be saved from our enemies and 
from all who hate us. 72) He has been merciful to our 
ancestors by remembering His sacred covenant—73) 
the covenant He swore with an oath to our ancestor 
Abraham. 74) We have been rescued from our enemies
so we can serve God without fear, 75) in holiness and 
righteousness for as long as we live. 

76) “And you, my little son, will be called the 
prophet of the Most High, because you will prepare the 
way for the Lord. 77) You will tell his people how to find
salvation through forgiveness of their sins.

78) Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning 
light from heaven is about to break upon us, 79) to give
light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, and to guide us to the path of peace.”

2Cor 4:6 (NLT)
For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” 
has made this light shine in our hearts so we could 
know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus 
Christ.

John 1:4,5 (NLT)
4) The Word gave life to everything that was created,

and His life brought light to everyone.
5) The Light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness can never extinguish it.

Mark 15:33-34 (NLT)
33) At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until 
three o’clock. 34) Then at three o’clock Jesus called out 
with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 
means “My God, my God, why have you abandoned 
me?”

Romans 5:1- (NLT)
1) Therefore, since we have been made right in 

God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because 
of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2) 
Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this 
place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and 
we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing 
God’s glory.

3) We can rejoice, too, when we run into 
problems and trials, for we know that they help us 
develop endurance. 4) And endurance develops 

http://biblehub.com/mark/15-33.htm
http://biblehub.com/mark/15-34.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/1-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/john/1-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-67.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/5-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-79.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-78.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-77.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-76.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-75.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-74.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-73.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-72.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-71.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-70.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-69.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/1-68.htm


strength of character, and character strengthens our 
confident hope of salvation. 5) And this hope will not 
lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God 
loves us, because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill 
our hearts with His love.
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