
DAILY DEVOTIONS:                   Week of Sept 24 – Sept 29, 2018 
 

What Have We Learned about S.H.A.P.E. for MINISTRY 

MONDAY: Read  1Corinthians 12:1-11 
What is the directional flow between the effects, the ministries, & the Spiritual Gifts? How is each 

Person of the Trinity involved in fruitful ministries? Which is more important to understand: your 

Spiritual Gifts or the Ministries in which they are utilized? Pray that you (& we) learn to depend 

whole-heartedly on the Trinity for understanding & application of God’s truths in our lives.   

 

 

 

TUESDAY: Read 1Corinthians 12:12-31  

Since these Gifts, Ministries and Effects were given in early church development, what can you 

conclude about the success of Christ’s church body? Finish this sentence: “We each may have many 

Spiritual Gifts, but we all do not have the __________ Spiritual Gift (29,30)?  How are some Spiritual 

Gifts more helpful than others? What changes will help you minister with God this week?  

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY: Read 1Corinthians 12:12-31 

What is the difference between Spiritual Gifts and Abilities/Talents? Which can be developed with 

practice? Why is it bogus for Christians to think they are ungifted or unfit for service in ministry? 

What would you tell them? Ask the Spirit to give you a desire for living & loving Jesus’ way. 

 

 

 

THURSDAY: Read Romans 12 

Are you drawn to Spiritual Gifts & ministries in public settings or those “behind the scenes”? Are you 

currently called/equipped for the ministry(ies) in which you participate? Which ones? How can you 

know? What do you think is the most important ministry of the church? Is this your Heart Passion? 

Pray that you (we) let the Spirit display His gifts thru us in the ministries in which we participate. 

 

 

 

FRIDAY: Read Romans 12:9-13 

Which of these “benefits” of fruitful ministry to the church body is of greatest significance to you? In 

which have you sensed God’s unction in/thru you? Which is a strength and which a weakness at 

FBCT? Is God calling you to shore up this weakness in any specific way? Pray that Jesus enlightens 

you (us) about the ministries in which our spiritual gifts produce fruitful effects.  

 

 

 

SATURDAY: Read Romans 12:3-13 

How has your understanding of spiritual gifts been enriched by this passage? Do you have the Spirit’s 

nudge about your spiritual gift(s) yet? Do you know the ministry(ies) for which Jesus has called & 

equipped you for the next 12 months? Ask God to help you trust Him for fruitful ministry this week! 

  

 

 

 



1CORINTHIANS 12 (NLT) 

1) Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question about the special abilities the Spirit gives us. I 

don’t want you to misunderstand this. 2) You know that when you were still pagans, you were led astray and 

swept along in worshiping speechless idols. 3) So I want you to know that no one speaking by the Spirit of 

God will curse Jesus, and no one can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit. 

4) There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. 5) There are 

different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. 6) God works in different ways, but it is the same God 

who does the work in all of us. 7) A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 8) To one 

person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special 

knowledge. 9) The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of 

healing. 10) He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives 

someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still 

another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is given the ability to 

interpret what is being said. 11) It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides 

which gift each person should have.     

12) The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body 

of Christ. 13) Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all 

been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.14) Yes, the body has many 

different parts, not just one part. 15) If the foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” 

that does not make it any less a part of the body. 16) And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I 

am not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of the body? 17) If the whole body were an eye, how would 

you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything?18) But our bodies have many 

parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it. 19) How strange a body would be if it had only one 

part! 20) Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. 21) The eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need 

you.” The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.” 

22) In fact, some parts of the body that seem weakest and least important are actually the most 

necessary. 23) And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest care. So we 

carefully protect those parts that should not be seen,  24) while the more honorable parts do not require this 

special care. So God has put the body together such that extra honor and care are given to those parts that have 

less dignity. 25) This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for each other. 26) 

If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad. 

27) All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it. 28) Here are some of the parts 

God has appointed for the church: first are apostles, second are prophets, third are teachers, then those who do 

miracles, those who have the gift of healing, those who can help others, those who have the gift of leadership, 

those who speak in unknown languages.29) Are we all apostles? Are we all prophets? Are we all teachers? Do 

we all have the power to do miracles? 30) Do we all have the gift of healing? Do we all have the ability to 

speak in unknown languages? Do we all have the ability to interpret unknown languages? Of course not! 31) 

So you should earnestly desire the most helpful gifts. But now let me show you a way of life that is best of all. 
 

Romans 12:3-13 (NLT) 

3) Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this warning: Don’t think 

you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the 

faith God has given us. 4) Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, 5) so it is 

with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. 

6) In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given you the 

ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. 7) If your gift is serving others, serve 

them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. 8) If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, 

give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a 

gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly. 

9) Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is 

good. 10) Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. 11) Never be lazy, 

but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 12) Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and 

keep on praying. 13) When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice 

hospitality. 
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