
DAILY DEVOTIONS: God Has Better For Us
Week of May 10 – May 16, 2021 Hebrews 11:17-40

MONDAY: Read Hebrews 11
Ask Spirit to help you understand the meaning & purpose He intends here for first century Hebrews – & us!
What issues in this section are most interesting to you? What other feelings do you have as you read – and why?

TUESDAY: Read Hebrews 11:17-19
Meditate with the Spirit concerning the truths presented & how they affect your trusting relationship with God
What facts does the author of Hebrews reveal about this episode in Abraham’s life (Gen 22:1-14)? How do these affect
your understanding of Abraham’s testing? What similar life-changing faith-testing have you had?

WEDNESDAY: Read Hebrews 11:20-23
Pray for the wisdom to understand and the power to testify about Christ’s gospel of the New, Better Covenant!
What element(s) stand out about these testimonies of faith? Which is the most awesome in your opinion, and why? Have
you ever given future instructions to others based on what God revealed? What’s the danger in that?

THURSDAY: Read Hebrews 11:24-29
Think deeply about the ways that your life is changing to reflect Christ and thank Spirit for transforming you!
What do you think is the common theme for Moses in all these experiences? Verses 27-29 share one other element in
common that should be happening for you and me today. What is that? Listen: you will hear Him!

FRIDAY: Read Hebrews 11:30-35
Review the evidence of your spiritual salvation. Praise God for ways He has cleansed your conscience from sin!
All these experiences of faith have victory in common. How do these stories affect you as you read and as you consider
your “kinship” with God’s faithful people? What victories have you been led to experience by faith?

SATURDAY: Read Hebrews 11:35b-40 & John 15:18-25
Think about having become a new creature in Christ: worship God for fixing man’s original fault & problem!
What theme do all these experiences have in common? Describe the victory of faith over worldly concerns and
consequences? Does Jesus include us in His warning? How, then, should we prepare for such trials of our faith?
What is the “better” that God had in mind for us? Have you received all that God has promised in Christ?



(Use your own Bible & this New American Standard Translation for comparison & better understanding)

Hebrews 11:17-40 (NLT)
17) It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing him. Abraham, who had received
God’s promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 18) even though God had told him, “Isaac is the son through
whom your descendants will be counted.” 19) Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life
again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead.

20) It was by faith that Isaac promised blessings for the future to his sons, Jacob and Esau. 21) It was by faith that Jacob,
when he was old and dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons and bowed in worship as he leaned on his staff. 22) It was by
faith that Joseph, when he was about to die, said confidently that the people of Israel would leave Egypt. He even
commanded them to take his bones with them when they left. 23) It was by faith that Moses’ parents hid him for three
months when he was born. They saw that God had given them an unusual child, and they were not afraid to disobey the
king’s command.

24) It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25) He chose to share
the oppression of God’s people instead of enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26) He thought it was better to suffer for
the sake of Christ than to own the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his great reward. 27) It was by faith that
Moses left the land of Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger. He kept right on going because he kept his eyes on the one who
is invisible. 28) It was by faith that Moses commanded the people of Israel to keep the Passover and to sprinkle blood on
the doorposts so that the angel of death would not kill their firstborn sons. 29) It was by faith that the people of Israel went
right through the Red Sea as though they were on dry ground. But when the Egyptians tried to follow, they were all
drowned.

30) It was by faith that the people of Israel marched around Jericho for seven days, and the walls came crashing down. 31)
It was by faith that Rahab the prostitute was not destroyed with the people in her city who refused to obey God. For she
had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 32) How much more do I need to say? It would take too long to recount the
stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets. 33) By faith these people
overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions, 34)
quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword. Their weakness was turned to strength. They
became strong in battle and put whole armies to flight. 35) Women received their loved ones back again from death.

But others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be set free. They placed their hope in a better life after the
resurrection. 36) Some were jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others were chained in prisons. 37)
Some died by stoning, some were sawed in half, and others were killed with the sword. Some went about wearing skins of
sheep and goats, destitute and oppressed and mistreated. 38) They were too good for this world, wandering over deserts
and mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground. 39) All these people earned a good reputation because of their
faith, yet none of them received all that God had promised. 40) For God had something better in mind for us, so that they
would not reach perfection without us.

John 15:18-25 (NLT)
18) “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19) The world would love you as one of its own if you
belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you. 20) Do you
remember what I told you? ‘A slave is not greater than the master.’ Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute
you. And if they had listened to me, they would listen to you. 21) They will do all this to you because of me, for they have
rejected the one who sent me. 22) They would not be guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. But now they have no
excuse for their sin. 23) Anyone who hates me also hates my Father. 24) If I hadn’t done such miraculous signs among
them that no one else could do, they would not be guilty. But as it is, they have seen everything I did, yet they still hate me
and my Father. 25) This fulfills what is written in their Scriptures: ‘They hated me without cause.
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