
Covid Church: Devotion Over Duty (Rev 2:1-7) 
++Revelation is that book that everyone knows is 
there, but we are afraid to talk about it--like that 
“drawer” that we all have in our kitchen: it's full of 
wonderful, amazing, useful things that we are afraid 
to sort out because we don’t know what’s really in 
there. So...we leave it all there and go back to it when 
we are looking for something--we push things aside, 
we scrounge around until we find what we are looking 
for (or not--we use scissors because we couldn’t find 
pliers) and then we close the drawer and forget all 
about it--that is, until something else causes us to go 
there. 
++There's a lot of Biblical scholarship that has been 
done on this book of apocalyptic writing by John the 
Apostle. I don’t want to go into the different theories 
and views - that’s not our intent these next seven 
weeks.  
++When I was asked at a pastoral interview in 2015 
what my view of Revelation was, I responded the 
only way I knew how, “Jesus wins!” It must have 
been the right answer because they called me to 
serve that night. I may quiz you on this over the 
course of the next two weeks. 
++We will look at the seven churches that were 
written to by John/Jesus in the letter and how we can 
glory in Christ. 
++Really, that is what we have - a letter. A letter 
written by John to seven churches in Asia Minor 
(Turkey)  
++The first 3 chapters of Revelation are “church 
letters,” in reality the entire book of Revelation is this 
as well. 
++Rev. 1:4 “This letter is from John to the seven 
churches in the province of Asia.” 
++Rev. 1:11 - It said, “Write in a book everything you 
see, and send it to the seven churches in the cities of 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” 
++Rev. 1:20 -  This is the meaning of the mystery of 
the seven stars you saw in my right hand and the 
seven gold lampstands: The seven stars are the 
angels of the seven churches, and the seven 
lampstands are the seven churches. 
++If your Bible is like mine, you might notice that the 
entirety of chapter 2 and 3 are red. (Why?) 
 

++These are  a series of letters from Jesus (His 
words) to the churches in Asia Minor. Each letter to 
each church has a similar structure that we will see: 

A) Write this letter to _________.  
B) A Description of Jesus in glorious terms 

(usually tied to cultural terms/characteristics) 
C) I know… 
D) But… 
E) Anyone with ears to hear… 
F) To everyone who is victorious… 
G) Each one was written with their geographic or 

cultural context in mind. 
Modern Example: “Those who are victorious will 
stand tall like a statue of liberty” or “you will be like 
stars and stripes waving in the wind”  
++I can’t imagine getting a letter from Paul or John or 
Peter...can you even imagine opening a letter 
addressed to you from Jesus?! 
++My goal this morning and our goal the next 6 
following Sundays is this: a message of hope and 
victory.  
++Rev. 1:8 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega—the 
beginning and the end,” says the Lord God. “I am the 
one who is, who always was, and who is still to 
come—the Almighty One.” 
++These seven churches were undergoing intense 
persecution, but this persecution led to one of two 
things: strength or weakness. 
++In each instance we will see Jesus writing to these 
churches to remind that He’s with them, for them, 
understands them, and is their head - and with that 
comes rebuke and the hope of renewed growth. 
++Two of the churches get no rebuke, the other five 
have some issues at war with them, but Jesus 
doesn’t leave them withering - He’s writing to them to 
prop them up on the promise that His church is 
victorious. 
++2 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in 
Ephesus. This is the message from the one who 
holds the seven stars in his right hand, the one who 
walks among the seven gold lampstands: 2 “I know 
all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and 
your patient endurance. I know you don’t tolerate evil 
people. You have examined the claims of those who 
say they are apostles but are not. You have 
discovered they are liars. 3 You have patiently 
suffered for me without quitting. 4 “But I have this 
complaint against you. You don’t love me or each 



other as you did at first! <”You have left your first 
love!”> 5 Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to 
me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t 
repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from 
its place among the churches. 6 But this is in your 
favor: You hate the evil deeds of the Nicolaitans, just 
as I do. 7 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the 
Spirit and understand what he is saying to the 
churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give 
fruit from the tree of life in the paradise of God. 
++Ephesus was a world-class city (the NYC or Paris) 
of its day. 
++This is the message from the one who holds the 
seven stars in his right hand, the one who walks 
among the seven gold lampstands: 
++We have this glorious self-description of Jesus 
holding these angels (probably leaders/pastors) in 
His right hand (the hand of authority) - not heavenly 
angels, why would He write a letter to angels? 
++We have Jesus walking among (in the midst) of all 
of His churches (7 is a representative number of 
completeness)...not far off, not disconnected..among 
and fighting for us! 
2 “I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard 
work and your patient endurance. I know you don’t 
tolerate evil people. You have examined the claims of 
those who say they are apostles but are not. You 
have discovered they are liars. 3 You have patiently 
suffered for me without quitting.  
++Jesus commends them as being a church that is 
hard at work within the community in the midst of 
persecution.  
++Many early heresies were cropping up and they 
were resistant to these teachings as well. 
++And in verse 6 - But this is in your favor: You hate 
the evil deeds of the Nicolaitans, just as I do. 
++Ephesus was known for a temple to Diana 
(Artemis) - goddess of the hunt and childbirth. In 
order to root out Christianity the emperors would 
force citizens to sacrifice food and burn incense (to 
not do so would mean certain death). 
++This church seems to be a church that was 
resistant to this, they would rather suffer than to bend 
to cultural pressures. Would we rather suffer than 
bend? 
++But Jesus has this against them, or Jesus wants 
them to know this: “you don’t love me or each other 
as you did at first.” 

++4 “But I have this complaint against you. You don’t 
love me or each other as you did at first! 5 Look how 
far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the 
works you did at first. If you don’t repent, I will come 
and remove your lampstand from its place among the 
churches. 
++A “complaint” is evidence, it’s not judgmental 
++Ephesus is a strong church that is maintaining 
their strength in the midst of pagan and emperor 
worship, but their priorities are skewed. 
++They are so busy majoring in the minors that their 
“first love” has become dry and forgotten.  
++In 1988, Kellogg’s was trying to infuse new life into 
their product lines...with dipping sales and stagnant 
finances, they introduced a new slogan for their 
flagship cereal, Corn Flakes: Taste them again for 
the first time!” 
++Go back and relive the joy and satisfaction you 
had when you had them the first time. 
++This letter could best be summarized as, “I am not 
interested in behavior, but in relationship.” or “I’m not 
interested in form, but in faith.” 
++A message to the church today: has our love 
grown cold because we are more interested in how 
He views our behavior, that we have forgotten that 
our behavior never saved us in the first place?  
++When we focus on our behavior, we aren’t focused 
on Him, we aren’t focused on Him- our love grows 
cold. 
++It is time for us to “taste him again for the first time”  
++He’s calling us to devotion over duty and doing. 
7 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit 
and understand what he is saying to the churches. 
To everyone who is victorious I will give fruit from 
the tree of life in the paradise of God. 
++This idea of a “tree of life” is well known by us, but 
to the 1st Century Christians it would have 
double-meaning. 
++Artemis was the goddess of nature, her cult was 
called The Tree Cult.  
++In declaring the church victorious and eating from 
the Tree of Life it is a direct reminder that Christ is 
victorious. 
++He will not be thwarted by culture or coronavirus.  
++He’s among us, He’s with us, and He’s showing us 
the way to victory--devotion over duty! 


