
Aug 9, 2020   COVID CHURCH: God’s Mysterious Plan

Last week we began a new sermon series called COVID Church. 
The idea is that God wants to move His church into deeper love 
& life despite the current COVID pandemic that prevents our 
normal operations. We’re not able to experience “church” as we 
knew it – collective worship, organized ministry, fellowship with 
members, community events, or even express our love for with 
out physical touch! But God will strengthen us if we allow Him!

We’ve already talked about several ideas we want to keep 
in mind as we work thru this sermon series: the true church meets 
& abides in the loving embrace of the Trinity; the “returning” 
church won’t return to what was; what has been can not compare 
to what will be with God; & to reassess how we do church means 
allowing the Spirit to purify our motives, methods, & intentions.  

God’s church oddly benefits from persecution/pandemics! 
(previous periods) Such difficulties sanctify the church, faith, & 
the purpose of our relationship with God. We will benefit again 
as we reexamine what church is &, this morning, why church is? 
What is our purpose for being, & for being here on earth now?   
     Paul answers in 3 ways that deal with God’s mysterious plan:
1) To invite everyone to share equally in Christ’s inheritance
2) To display God’s wisdom to all spiritual rulers/authorities
3) To live in His love & accomplish His glory by His power

PRAY/ READ: Ephesians 3:5-8; 10-12; 19-21 (NLT)

  I)  Paul writes that, 5) God did not reveal His plan to previous 
generations, but now by His Spirit He revealed it to me. 6) This 
is God’s plan: Both Gentiles & Jews who believe the Good 
News (the Gospel of Christ) share equally God’s rich promises 
inherited as His children. 7) By God’s grace & mighty power, I 
was given the privilege of…8) telling the Gentiles about the 
endless treasures available to them in Christ!

This mystery to which Paul refers is the fact that God 
always intended to invite all people – both Jews & Gentiles – to 
become His people! Salvation was never limited to Jews alone! 
Even in the OT, all Gentiles who believed were welcome to 
become proselytes – not Jews by physical birth, but included in 

the nation as God’s people. God determined that His Messiah 
would come thru Abraham’s line to receive God’s promises by 
faith for everyone. Ultimately, in Jesus, all people can receive the 
promises of God – life & love with Him eternally in the Trinity!

Perhaps, this is why we find it so difficult to unify the OT 
with the NT: because God kept secret His plan to save all people 
until Christ’s NC? Is this the reason some Christians still have 
problems realizing that Jesus is the culmination of the First C. & 
the inauguration of Final C.? Christ Himself is the revelation of 
God’s mystery: only in Him are all believers united regardless of 
ethnicity, origin of birth, or heredity, to join God in real life thru 
faith! But the opposite is also true: No ethnicity is special to God! 
There’s no reason to support the Jews politically or in any way as 
if they were still “God’s nation” – because they’re not! Their 
religion is Judaism: it does not recognize Jesus as God incarnate! 
God’s people are of all ethnicities who come by faith in Christ. 
*God has made us to be His witnesses: to tell everyone @ His 
love & salvation in Christ, inviting them into eternal life/love!

  II)   According to Paul, it gets even better! He writes that, 10) 
God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display His 
wisdom…to all the unseen rulers & authorities in the heavenly 
places…11) about His eternal plan, carried out thru Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 12) Now, because of Christ & our faith in Him, 
we are renewed to live boldly & confidently in God’s presence...
God’s gracious wisdom in Christ elevates believers to be trophies 
of God’s grace thru whom He brings shame & dishonor to the 
spiritual forces that oppose Him. From the beginning, Satan’s 
plan was to steal God’s dream of sharing eternal life with us, to 
kill God’s reputation as Trusted Blessor, & to destroy God’s 
plan to reveal His glory thru mere mortals. But Satan failed – and 
he will pay the ultimate cost for defrauding God Almighty!
*Jesus shows God’s marvelous wisdom in salvation by regener-
ating us, renewing us, & reconciling us to back to God in mercy

  III)   Paul says we stand in God’s presence boldly/confidently  
 19) to experience the love of Christ – which is beyond our 
ability to comprehend – being made complete with all the full-
ness of life & power that comes from God. 20) All glory to God 



who is able, thru His mighty power at work within us, to 
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. 

We must investigate the love of Christ that Paul says 
we’re experiencing, even though we can’t possibly understand it 
fully! But with each of life’s situations, we discover – and learn 
to trust – the inevitable truth: that Jesus’ love for us is not tied to 
OUR choices, actions or thoughts! When we fail, He does not! 

His love for us began before time & creation; & you will 
never dissuade His desire or challenge His ability to reveal His 
love to us. He is more steadfast than you can fathom, & His love 
will accomplish infinitely more than you can even think to ask! 
*This means we can relax in His perfect knowledge of us, our 
needs & circumstances; we can rest assured of His insatiable 
desire for our fulfillment; & we can depend on His uncondi-
tional delight in our companionship!  

The church – composed of all ethnicities who believe in 
Christ – has 3 purposes on earth, now, today! God is prepared to 
fulfill His calling in/thru us, His church, by His Spirit, as we:
1) Invite everyone to share equally in His eternal promises
2) Display His wisdom over Satan’s plan to steal/kill/destroy
3) Live in His love, revealing His glory, acting by His power

 As Paul says, 21) Glory to Him in the church and in 
Christ Jesus thru all generations forever and ever!


