
April 5, 2020       ROAD TO RESURRECTION: DEATH
      Mark 15:21-47

JD - MEDITATION: Sermon in a sentence: 
Road to Resurrection: Death

Today - Palm Sunday (Triumphal Entry) - Entire week is a 
triumph

In Mark 15, we see Jesus’ crucifixion at the hands of the 
Romans, by way of the Jewish leaders. This crucifixion was necessary 
for death, which was necessary for His resurrection. While on the 
cross, Jesus quotes the psalm we have today called Psalm 22 - “My 
God, my God why have you forsaken me.” -provoking His hearers to 
finish this glorious Psalm for themselves. What you’ll hear is lots of 
“buts” and “yets” - what was viewed in the physical and looked 
terrible, was only half the story. POLAROID-ILLUS 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
    Why are you so far from saving me,
    so far from my cries of anguish?
2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
    by night, but I find no rest.
3 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;
    you are the one Israel praises.
4 In you our ancestors put their trust;
    they trusted and you delivered them.
5 To you they cried out and were saved;
    in you they trusted and were not put to shame.

16 Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me;
    they pierce my hands and my feet.
17  All my bones are on display; people stare and gloat over me.
18 They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my 
garment.
19  But you, Lord, do not be far from me. You are my strength; 
come quickly to help me.

     31  They will proclaim his righteousness, declaring to a people yet 
unborn: He has done it!

Jesus understood that while suffering in the physical, His death would 
change the world both physically and spiritually...for us! 
DL - MAIN POINT: No one can experience the Resurrection 
Life of Christ until he/she has first experienced death. Just as 

Lazarus could only be raised to physical life again after he died, 
Christians can only be resurrected to spiritual life after we’ve 
recognized our spiritual death: we are all born into this world 
sinful/dead in spirit-nature, separated from God who is Holy & 
Alive in Spirit. We must become holy/alive in Spirit to worship 
Him (Jn 4:24 – as Jesus proclaimed to the woman at well)  

How does a person become holy & alive in spirit-nature?
JD - Born-again: you became spiritually alive to God in Spirit. 

-similar to Nicodemus’ struggle with understanding   
 rebirth -thinking physical, but it’s truth in spiritual realm!

Christ’s Resurrection required death, first. Therefore, to partici-
pate with Christ in His Resurrection Life, we must first...die! 
To what do Christians die?   The Scriptures say clearly we die to:   
Our old selves, the law, and the world!  
          -We’ve been crucified with/in Christ thru faith in His death
        -We’ve been resurrected with/in Him thru faith in His Resur

     -How are these truths actually realized by us now?

I) Die to old self  YET/BUT Resurrected as New Creature
READ: Rom 6:2b-7     JD-jump in when HS prompts

-“old man,” born of flesh = spiritually dead/sinful
-“Born again” of Spirit: new I.D.; new creature in Christ

-New spirit-nature = holy/alive to God (v6)
-Humans made in God’s image: Trichotomy

-3 in 1: spirit, soul, & body
-3 aspects of Salvation – affecting each part
     -Justified in spirit-nature thru conversion
     -Sanctified in soul (mind, will, emotions)
     -Glorified in body – at Christ’s Return

15) It doesn’t matter whether we have been circumcised or not 
What counts is whether we have been transformed into a new 
creation. (Ref: 2Cor 5:17,18a; Eph 2:17,18)
JD     & DL: *Christians live the Resurrection Life of Christ now,   
on earth! -Ongoing mind renewal (sanctification) to appropriate 
this truth into living Resurrection life now, here, today.
     What are the qualities of this new, Resurrection life of Christ?

-R. Life: eternal life, supernatural life, divine life, faith life
-It’s the Life Christ lives now – & He lives this life in us!

http://biblehub.com/galatians/6-15.htm


Resurrection life is God’s power evident and on display in these
 new creatures. Old things have passed away, the new has come.
 As we said, a new identity comes with this new nature - Leslie 
Lynch King, Jr. illustration.

II) We die to the law YET/BUT Resurrected in the Spirit
READ: Rom 7:4-6 
-Christ ended the Law; satisfied its demands of sinlessness
     -Christians have difficulty accepting this truth!?!
     -Rom 10:4: C. = end of the law for all who believe     

      -Gal 3:23,25: law = tutor; now that Christ has come, 
          no longer need tutor; now we have the Real 

Teacher
      -Christ gives Righteousness; removes enmity; shares holiness

-We’re united with Him in death AND in His Resurrection
     -United with the Res Christ: Resurrection=only life
     -Producing a harvest of good deeds for God
     -Now we serve God in a new & living way: thru Spirit!

Eph. 2:4-6 4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so 
much, 5 that even though we were dead because of our sins, he 
gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by 
God’s grace that you have been saved!) 6 For he raised us from 
the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. 

-How is this truth a reality for us?

III) Die to the world YET/BUT 
        Resurrected into Christ’s earthly Kingdom

READ: Gal 6:14
-What does it mean to be dead to the world & the 

world is dead to us?
-Why is so important to realize and live out this 

truth?
-Stop operating in world’s purpose, power, perspective & Start  

operating as a regents of His kingdom now
JD: DL, What does a regent of the Kingdom’s life look like 

now?     

Jesus said it/showed it: It is God’s will lived out in this world, 
God’s way, by God’s power, with God Himself!

-World’s Purpose: self-significance, recognition, & control
          -K Purpose: God’s glory, sharing good will & salvation 
-World’s Power: domination over others, win at all cost
          -K Power: Christ’s goodness, righteousness, & submission 
-World’s Perspective: Me first, I’m right, I deserve, judge others
        -K Perspective: Christ first, others 2nd, me last!

JD - Being resurrected into the kingdom looks different than what life 
looked like before. Being dead to the world means being dead to the 
way the world acts, looks, and thinks. It’s a life of power where 
anxiety is replaced by peace; where anger is replaced by mercy/ 
goodness; where sadness is replaced with joy; where frustration is 
replaced by patience. Paul says it best when he finishes up his section 
on the fruit of the Spirit - resurrection life power: 24 Those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their
sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there.

There’s a word I am going to end with today that was once 
considered profoundly obscene and profane. 2000 years ago in Greece 
and Rome, this word was largely avoided as something beneath the 
dignity of cultured people.  History often puts the word on the lips of 
slaves and prostitutes from that time, but virtually never on the lips of 
cultured, respectable people. It was too scandalous to be on the lips of 
respectable people. In fact, most writers considered the subject that 
this word spoke of as so distasteful that they almost never mention it.

 The Romans and Greeks practiced this act, but in their 
writings they referred to the act itself as shameful, infamous, barren, 
criminal and terrible. The Stoic philosopher Seneca said that what this 
word signified could only arise from the basest of human emotions, 
anger.

The word I’m talking about is the word, stauros in Greek, crux 
in Latin. In English, we translate crux and stauros as “cross.”  Two 
thousand years ago, and before that even, the word cross was 
essentially a swear word, a profane word.  It was profane because 
crucifixion on a cross was reserved for the worst of criminals. 

The very idea of the cross was abhorrent 2000 years ago. Only 
God could take a thing that was detestable and make it the most 
glorious symbol of life and power. Without the cross, there is no death.
Without death, there’s no resurrection. God has taken our death (even 

http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-4.htm
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http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-5.htm


our death on a cross), and used it to give us a glorious life in Christ 
now - for His glory!
PRAY
Romans 6:2b-7 (NLT)
Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in 
it? 3) Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with
Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? 4) 
For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism.. And 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious 
power of the Father, now we also may live new lives.
5) Since we have been united with him in his death, we will
also be raised to life as he was. 6) We know that our old 
sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might 
lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to 
sin. 7) For when we died with Christ we were set free from
the power of sin.
 
Romans 7:4-6 (NLT)
4) So, my dear brothers and sisters, this is the point: You 
died to the power of the law when you died with Christ. 
And now you are united with the one who was raised from 
the dead. As a result, we can produce a harvest of good 
deeds for God. 5) When we were controlled by our old 
nature, sinful desires were at work within us, and the law 
aroused these evil desires that produced a harvest of sinful
deeds, resulting in death. 6) But now we have been 
released from the law, for we died to it and are no longer 
captive to its power. Now we can serve God, not in the old 
way of obeying the letter of the law, but in the new way of 
living in the Spirit.

Galatians 6:14 (NLT)
14) As for me, may I never boast about anything except the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of that cross, my 

interest in this world has been crucified, and the world’s 
interest in me has also died     
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