
April 4, 2021         Christ’s New & Better Covenant
Hebrews 8

He is Risen! Easter is the highest holy day for Christians 
because we celebrate Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead…THE 
most significant event of human history! 

It’s not that His birth/incarnation isn’t important, for His body 
enabled Him to live out perfect, loving obedience that earned divine 
righteousness as a man! And, of course, Jesus was immortal God: so 
He had to be born in a mortal body in order to die on the cross! 

It’s not that Christ’s death isn’t important, for by it we have 
God’s forgiveness of sin thru Jesus’ willing substitution and sacrifice! 

But His earthly life and death would have amounted to nothing 
without His resurrection! It was Jesus’ resurrection that proved He had 
conquered Sin, Satan, & Death for us now, & that He will eradicate 
sin’s presence in the Recreation! But even more importantly, Christ’s 
resurrection proves that God accepted His sacrifice on our behalf, and 
by His righteous life, Jesus offers us eternal right-standing with God 
once and for all…starting right NOW!
   This is the reason we celebrate Easter: it’s Resurrection Sunday!

The writer of Hebrews is also instigating a celebration among Jews 
who are considering the claims of Christ! They’d grown up (14 centur-
ies long) under the first covenant that God made with Abraham and 
carried out through Moses, David, & all of the prophets. But today we 
read that, “If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have 
been no need for a second covenant to replace it.” This idea of a 
faulty first covenant would’ve been heinous to this audience - & it’s 
still a sticky point for Christians today! But hanging on to any element 
of the OT (10 C’s) is not only wrong, it’s against God’s will & plans! 
“When God speaks of a “new” covenant, it means He has made the 
first one obsolete. It is now out of date and will soon disappear.” (13)

Define Obsolete: “something no longer in use, out dated, 
having served its purpose, repealed. Latin: “grown old or worn out.”

ILLUS: We’re familiar with this concept: it’s “Shelf-life!” A 
product is only good for so long…then it’s goodness expires, runs out!

The first covenant had a shelf-life: a time & purpose predeter-
mined by God to teach His people/the world about His holy character, 
man’s sinful nature, & a promise to remedy the problem these irrecon-
cilable realities caused thru Messiah, the God-man, Jesus the Christ!

READ: Hebrews 8:1,2: “Here is the main point: We have a

High Priest who sat down in the place of honor beside the throne of 
the majestic God in heaven. There He ministers in the heavenly 
Tabernacle, the true place of worship that was built by the Lord and 
not by human hands.” 

The author reaches a climax in his letter to the Jews. Thru 7 
chapters, he has shown a myriad of ways that prove Jesus is God’s 
Messiah, promised Savior thru whom man’s problem of faulty distrust 
will be fixed! To this point, the author has identified Jesus as: 
God’s Son, greater than Angels, perfect Man, greater than Moses, 
fulfillment of God’s Peace & Rest, Source of spiritual growth & hope, 
greater than Abraham, the greatest H.P. of a new, eternal priesthood! 

READ: Hebrews 8:3-6 – Jesus…has been given a ministry that is 
far superior…for he mediates for us a better covenant with God, 
based on better promises.” Let’s talk about this better ministry, cove-
nant, & promises that move us from an obsolete OT to an absolute NT!

I) A Better Covenant! From First to Final Covenant – (7-9)
The essence of a covenant is not like a contract: covenants do not 
depend on both parties involved. Rather, a covenant is a voluntary 
promise to bless someone…or die trying! It is made purely by one 
person, motivated by love, with a relentless determination to succeed 
in that promise of meaningful blessing (what marriage is meant to be!)

 The New Covenant would finally reverse man’s faithless dis-
trust of God that began in the Garden of Eden. It requires a spiritual 
surgery – the transplant of a new heart that creates a new person, born 
of God’s Spirit and reconciled to Him as one. This new heart comes 
complete with a new desire to please God – yet it is experienced pro-
gressively, not perfectly while flesh, free will & temptation still exist! 
And all this newness comes from God: “This means that anyone who 
belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a 
new life has begun! And all of this is a gift from God, who brought 
us back to Himself through Christ.” God in Christ died to fulfill this 
new covenant promise: to reconcile us by His perfect faith–even into 
death! Gal 2:20: “For I am crucified with Christ & its no longer I...”

II) A Better Ministry! From Faulty to Faithful People –  (10-11)
This is the covenant promise of salvation thru faith in Christ: a choice 
& empowerment to live as new creations who operate by the power of 
the Holy Spirit in faithful fellowship with God. Don’t be concerned that 
God’s promise is to the people of Israel…for we are they! The true 
Jew is one who believes/trusts God as Abraham did – not those who 



can trace their physical lineage to him! (Rom 2:28,29) God’s re-crea-
tion includes putting His laws (principles) in our hearts and minds (His 
influence to impel action). The word “impel” clues us in to God’s 
method: He places His Spirit in us to guard, guide & guarantee us of 
holy living! No longer do we operate by 10 commands on 2 “external” 
stone tablets: now, we are operated by a new Manager who lives in us 
to sanctify us – bringing to completion the work God started in Christ 
at salvation! God’s Spirit working in us reveals God to us in the daily 
circumstances of living so we know what to do and have God’s power 
to do life His way with Him! This is the Better Ministry: Believers 
live FROM Christ’s righteousness, learning to trust God faithfully! 

II) Better Promises!  From Foreshadow to Fulfillment – (12)
I love this phrase, “I will never again remember their sins! God does 
not forget anything…except what He chooses not to remember! This 
choice to forgive really means that He removes our sin, it’s devastating 
penalty & debilitating power, from us utterly & eternally! God no 
longer operates with a score-card counting our sins against us; all our 
sin (past, present, future) is released & removed from us so that we 
now have perfect union with God as we continue becoming the new, 
holy ones He recreated thru His better promises that Jesus made real!

     Will God ever find fault with us who are in Christ Jesus by faith? 
No! Why? Because Christ is now seated (finished with salvation) in 
the place of honor and ministers in the heavenly tabernacle…and we 
are seated with Him even now! “For He has raised us from the dead 
along with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms 
because we are united with Christ Jesus. So God can point to us in 
all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of His grace and 
kindness toward us, as shown in all He has done for us who are 
united with Christ Jesus!” (Eph 2:7-10)

INVITATION TO RESPOND: 
Are you enjoying the blessings of faultlessness before God?

COMMUNION: Our purpose in celebrating Communion is to 
commemorate and declare (“preach”) Christ’s death on our behalf 
until He returns; to celebrate our glorious union with God that Jesus 
accomplished in the New & Better Covenant in His blood & body! 

Hebrews 8:1-13 (NLT)
1) Here is the main point: We have a High Priest who sat 

down in the place of honor beside the throne of the majestic God in 
heaven. 2) There he ministers in the heavenly Tabernacle, the true 
place of worship that was built by the Lord and not by human hands.

3) And since every high priest is required to offer gifts and 
sacrifices, our High Priest must make an offering, too. 4) If he were 
here on earth, he would not even be a priest, since there already are 
priests who offer the gifts required by the law. 5) They serve in a 
system of worship that is only a copy, a shadow of the real one in 
heaven. For when Moses was getting ready to build the Tabernacle, 
God gave him this warning: “Be sure that you make everything 
according to the pattern I have shown you here on the mountain.”

6) But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry 
that is far superior to the old priesthood, for he is the one who 
mediates for us a far better covenant with God, based on better 
promises. 

7) If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have 
been no need for a second covenant to replace it. 8) But when God 
found fault with the people, he said: “The day is coming, says the 
LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel 
and Judah. 9) This covenant will not be like the one I made with 
their ancestor when I took them by the hand and led them out of the 
land of Egypt. They did not remain faithful to my covenant, so I 
turned my back on them, says the LORD.

10) But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of 
Israel on that day, says the LORD: I will put my laws in their 
minds, and I will write them on their hearts. I will be their 
God, and they will be my people. 11) And they will not need to 
teach their neighbors, nor will they need to teach their 
relatives, saying, ‘You should know the LORD.’ For everyone, 
from the least to the greatest, will know me already.

12) And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will never again 
remember their sins.”
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13) When God speaks of a “new” covenant, it means he has made 
the first one obsolete. It is now out of date and will soon disappear.
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