
April 19, 2020   The Road to Resurrection: Proof of Life!

Pastor Jeremy rightly points out that we Christians 
are meant to experience the Resurrection Life of 
Jesus NOW, today, presently. Paul makes this clear 
in Phil 3:10-11 (  NET)   10) My aim is to know 
Christ, to experience the power of his 
resurrection, to share in his sufferings, and to
be like him in his death, 11) and so, 
somehow, to attain to the resurrection from 
the dead. When Paul says “to attain to the 
resurrection,” he means to participate with Jesus in 
His resurrection life present tense…not future! 
         We’d agree that Paul, & the rest of the apostles, proved this
Resurrection Life demonstrating God’s presence in/with them by 
powerful miracles, indomitable teaching, & irrepressible wit-
nessing – regardless of persecution, imprisonment, or death!   
          The question pressing us this morning is: Are we living this
extraordinary, Resurrection Life of Christ today…or is our 
“version” crippled by the world’s grave-clothes we still wear?

By referring to “resurrection & grave-cloths,” I
trust that Lazarus’ resurrection comes to mind! 
He’d been dead four days. Everyone knew Jesus 
could have prevented his death. Martha warned, 
“The smell will be terrible!” But when Jesus 
command-ed him, “Come forth!” Lazarus emerged 
tightly wrapped in grave cloths! He must have 
looked like a zombie: a dead man walking! But he 
was exactly the opposite: a man alive on whom 
death still lingered. So Jesus said, “Unwrap him, 
let him go free!” Any-thing less would’ve been 
unthinkable, compromised, & ludicrous 

READ: John 11 – Resurrection Life in grave-
cloths!

-5,6) Rescuing people in emotional distress rather 
than loving God & obeying His will on earth His
way
-7-9,16) Refusing to reckon spirit-realm truths as 
current realities
-11-15) Hearing God’s voice, but misunderstanding
His meaning & never pursuing clarity
-21-24) Conflicted, confused & double-minded

-That man shouldn’t think he’ll receive God’s 
wisdom!

-25) all who believe in Me will live even after dying 
(norm view)

-refers to the future, Christ’s return & our 
glorified bodies 
-26) all who live & believe in Me will never die! (Our
Res Truth)

-We live believing in Jesus = R. Life = Christ’s 
life in us!
We are living Resurrection Life now: a spirit-realm reality meant
to be proved in the earthly realm by God’s Spirit in us here/now! 

-43,44) Jesus calls all by name to “Come forth 
into Res. Life!” 

What is it like to live Resurrection Life free from grave-cloths?
1) Knowing God, doing His will His way with Him here & now

-Impossible in the flesh! Only by indwelling Holy Spirit
-God desires us to know Him, draw near, depend on Him
-He wants us to know His will for us; He will convey it!

2) Learning to ask & expect God’s interaction & involvement
-Obstacles moved, miracles done, & doubters convinced
-Victorious living beyond earthly issues/concerns/barriers

-Over sin, death, & hell - & all associated fears!

3) Unconditioned Love & Acceptance b/c of Jesus Res. & Right.
-Clean Conscience about sin (Heb 9:13,14)

-No Guilt, shame, uncertainty, or condemnation 

https://biblehub.com/philippians/3-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/philippians/3-11.htm


-No accusations/charges left unanswered by Jesus
-All our sins – past, present, & future – on Cross

-No penalties for sins remain unpaid by Jesus
-His death, once for all, provides total forgiveness

-All sins are forgiven & the Mastery of Sin is defeated!

We’ve all had enough of the rendition of 
Resurrection Life that is stifled, hampered, crippled,
& compromised by grave-cloths! It’s just not the 
version of victorious life lived in union with the Res-
urrected Jesus! What needs to change for you?

   -Will you remove the grave-cloths of worldly 
compromise that keep you bound up, 
disobedient, & less than fully free?

   -Will you shed the grave-cloths of guilt, shame, 
fear & con- demnation by choosing to live in 
God’s full acceptance?

-Will you rid the rags that keep you vacillating 
about God’s love based on good or bad 
circumstances in your life –

 “He loves me…He loves me not”?
John 11
Rescuing people in emotional distress rather 
than obeying God:
5) So, although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and 
Lazarus, 6) he stayed where he was for the next 
two days. 

Refusing to reckon spirit-realm truths as your
current reality:
7) Finally, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to 
Judea.” 8) But his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” they 
said, “only a few days ago the people in Judea were 
trying to stone you. Are you going there again?” 9) 
Jesus replied, “There are twelve hours of daylight 
every day. During the day people can walk safely. 

They can see because they have the light of this 
world. 10) But at night there is danger of stumbling
because they have no light.” 

16) Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let’s go, too—and die with Jesus.”

Hearing God speak, but not pursuing His 
meaning:
11) Then he said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but now I will go and wake him up.” 12) The
disciples said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will soon 
get better!” 13) They thought Jesus meant Lazarus 
was simply sleeping, but Jesus meant Lazarus had 
died. 14) So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead. 15) And for your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t 
there, for now you will really believe. Come, let’s go
see him.”

Being conflicted, confused, & double-minded:
21) Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had 
been here, my brother would not have died. 22) 
But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask.” 23) Jesus told her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” 24) “Yes,” Martha said, “he 
will rise when everyone else rises, at the last day.”

Later = the Normal Christian view of 
Resurrection Life:
25) Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after 
dying. 

Our Reality…Resurrection Life lived NOW!
26) Everyone who lives in me and believes in me 
will never ever die. Do you believe this…?”

Remove the world’s grave-cloths to live 
Resurrection Life freely
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43) Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” 44) 
And the dead man came out, his hands and feet 
bound in grave clothes, his face wrapped in a head 
cloth. Jesus said, “Unwrap him & let him go!”

Hebrews 9:13,14a (NLT)
In the Old Testament, the blood of goats and bulls 
and the ashes of cows sprinkled on unclean people 
made their bodies holy and clean. Just think how 
much more the blood of Christ will purify our 
consciences from sinful deeds so that we can 
worship the living God.

Ephesians 4:17-32 (NLT)
17) With the Lord’s authority I say this: Live no 
longer as the Gentiles (pagans) do, for they are 
hopelessly confused. 18) Their minds are full of 
darkness; they wander far from the life God gives 
because they have closed their minds and 
hardened their hearts against him. 19) They have 
no sense of shame. They live for lustful pleasure 
and eagerly practice every kind of impurity.

20) But that isn’t what you learned about 
Christ. 21) Since you have heard about Jesus and 
have learned the truth that comes from him, 22  )   
throw off your old sinful nature and your former 
way of life, which is corrupted by lust and 
deception. 23) Instead, let the Spirit renew your 
thoughts and attitudes. 24) Put on your new 
nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and 
holy.
25) So stop telling lies. Let us tell our neighbors the
truth, for we are all parts of the same body. 26) 
And “don’t sin by letting anger control you.” Don’t 
let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27) 
for anger gives a foothold to the devil. 28) If you 
are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your hands 
for good hard work, and then give generously to 

others in need. 29) Don’t use foul or abusive 
language. Let everything you say be good and 
helpful, so that your words will be an 
encouragement to those who hear them. 31) Get 
rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and 
slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. 32) 
Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as God through Christ 
has forgiven you.
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