
April 18, 2021 CLEAN CONSCIENCES
Hebrews 9:13-28

We’ve been learning about how much greater the New Testament is 
than the Old – and the list of ways continues to grow! We’ve learned:
     -OT had a shelf-life; its now obsolete, replaced, canceled, absorbed

-NT is eternal b/c Christ is; in Him we share indestructible life
     -OT sacrifices offered a temporary covering for sin, not forgiveness

-NT sacrifice once-for-all – Christ’s blood: forgiven+forgotten
     -OT offered ceremonial cleansing: sacrifice for each sin, each time

-NT gives spiritual cleansing + new identity once for all time!

This morning, we’re going to examine a startling benefit of the better 
NT that has power to change your life where you sit! You have been 
given a Clean Conscience! Few Christians actually believe/apprehend 
this critical benefit of Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice, but Heb 9:13,14:

13) “Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and 
the ashes of a heifer could cleanse people’s bodies from ceremonial 
impurity. 14) Just think how much more the blood of Christ will 
purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the 
living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered 
himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins.” 

 Instead of possessing this clean conscience toward God and 
ourselves, we take an OT approach: we actually believe that our sin 
should bring self-reproach, self-conviction, self-flagellation &… self-
sacrifice! Even worse, we think these are more pleasing to God than 
accepting the truth of a clean conscience that cost Christ His life! 
     Today, I’m going to ask you to respect Jesus enough to change 
your mind, accept the clean conscience, & worship Him in freedom! 

Think deeply with me: How would a clean conscience change… 
-the way you think, relate, & live? 
-the way you perceive yourself & God?
-the way you approach, interact, & worship God?

PRAY
The author of Hebrews is finally getting his way as he drives his 
readers (& us) into the deeper spiritual realities – beyond the basic 
teachings about Christ…into mature understanding! (Heb 6:1-3) 
Spiritual maturity requires us to accept the clean conscience Jesus 
gives! How will we do this? Believe! See past Pattern to true Picture!

Conscience: judgment about whether you’ve done right or wrong! 
Clean: belief you’ve done no wrong for which you’re responsible!

2 Questions: For how many of your sins do you still face judgment? 
          For how many of your sins are you still responsible?

Let me remind you of a profound truth: God’s thoughts are not our 
thoughts, and our ways are not His ways! (Isa 55:8) But the longer 
we do life with Him, the more we learn/accept His thoughts & ways! 
We’re emerging from darkness into Light in our thinking & choosing!

ILLUS. Waking the boys up – just switch on the light!
We have to adjust to light – to see true picture beyond pattern!

Christ’s sacrifice cleanses our consciences so that we are free from:
1) Sin’s Punishment (penalty, chastisement, retribution) – 9:15 

-Punishment for all sin for all time has been dealt onto Christ
-Concentrate on receiving your inheritance that God promised

-This inheritance includes a clean conscience…Now!

2) Sin’s Guilt (culpability, responsibility, condemnation) – 9:25-26 
-Not just Forgiven: Removal of all sin from us, free from power
-Removal of our sin qualifies us to enter God’s Holy presence
-Clean conscience elicits gratitude & adoration; not confession

-Confession not necessary with God: He already knows

3) Sin’s Shame (disgrace, embarrassment, humiliation) – 9:14 
         -Clean Conscience frees us to know/serve/relate to God as He is!
         -Concentrate on God’s character, not our inhibitions, insecurities
         -God’s love dispels fear: we are His children, delight, & beloved

Jesus has given us a clean conscience b/c of His once-for-all sacrifice 
-Removes all sin (past/present/future) = No Charges unanswerd
-Removes all responsibility (paid in full) = No debt unpaid! 
-Removes all condemnation (no judgment) = Jn 3:17; Ro 8:1

**In our human relationships, b/c no one is perfect, we must take 3 
steps to obtain a clean conscience when we have wronged someone:

1) Admit our sin/wrong done to that person (confess)
2) Ask for forgiveness from that person (repent)
3) Accept the terms (price) of restitution (reconciliation)

The reason for this is that we are imperfect people relating to other 
imperfect people (Not all-knowing, all-loving, self-sacrificing!) Our 
fatal mistake is carrying this scenario into our relationship with 
God! He is Perfect…His covenant with us depends on Him alone!

-He promised to make us His people, new creatures & friends
-Does He have the power to successfully do that?

http://biblehub.com/hebrews/9-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/hebrews/9-14.htm


-He promised to forget all our sin, to cleanse us completely
-He promised to work salvation out of us (justif/sanctify/glor)
-He promised that nothing can separate us from Him in C!
-He promised to save us eternally & give us our inheritance
-He promised a Clean Conscience from sin to worship God

And what did we do to receive His promises in Christ?
1) Admit our sin/wrong doing (confessed – once for all time)
2) Ask for forgiveness (repented – once for all time)
3) Accept the terms of restitution (believed once for all time)

Some Christians think that a clean conscience will make them want to 
sin or gives permission to sin…but they’re not reckoning the full 
extent of the faith-conversion & ongoing transformation occurring in 
every Believer! SO apprehend the clean conscience Christ died to give 
you by changing your mind to agree with God: Rom 12:2 – “don’t be 
conformed to the world, but be being transformed by the renewing 
of your mind…” so that your thinking accurately reflects God’s truth!

This relationship with God in Christ is not like your other 
relationships! It is clearly extraordinary, unique, super-human, & 
gloriously divine – for the scripture tells us…
“Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has been miracu-
lously given to us by getting to know, personally and intimately, the 
One who invited us to God – Jesus, the Christ!” (2Pet 1:3 MSG)

Enjoy Your Clean Conscience with God!
PRAY

Hebrews 9:13-28 (NLT)

13) Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes 
of a heifer could cleanse people’s bodies from ceremonial impurity. 
14) Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our 

consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living God. 
For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered himself to God 
as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. 15) That is why he is the one who 
mediates a new covenant between God and people, so that all who 
are called can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised 
them. For Christ died to set them free from the penalty of the sins 
they had committed under that first covenant.

16) Now when someone leaves a will, it is necessary to prove 
that the person who made it is dead. 17) The will goes into effect only 
after the person’s death. While the person who made it is still alive, 
the will cannot be put into effect. 18) That is why even the first 
covenant was put into effect with the blood of an animal. 19) For 
after Moses had read each of God’s commandments to all the people, 
he took the blood of calves and goats, along with water, and 
sprinkled both the book of God’s law and all the people, using 
hyssop branches and scarlet wool. 20) Then he said, “This blood 
confirms the covenant God has made with you.” 21) And in the same 
way, he sprinkled blood on the Tabernacle and on everything used 
for worship. 22) In fact, according to the law of Moses, nearly 
everything was purified with blood. For without the shedding of 
blood, there is no forgiveness.

23) That is why the Tabernacle and everything in it, which 
were copies of things in heaven, had to be purified by the blood of 
animals. But the real things in heaven had to be purified with far 
better sacrifices than the blood of animals. 24) For Christ did not 
enter into a holy place made with human hands, which was only a 
copy of the true one in heaven. He entered into heaven itself to 
appear now before God on our behalf. 25) And he did not enter 
heaven to offer himself again and again, like the high priest here on 
earth who enters the Most Holy Place year after year with the blood 
of an animal. 26) If that had been necessary, Christ would have had 
to die again and again, ever since the world began. But now, once 
for all time, he has appeared at the end of the age to remove sin by 
his own death as a sacrifice.

27) And just as each person is destined to die once and after 
that comes judgment, 28) so also Christ was offered once for all time 
(26b) as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people. He will 
come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all 
who are eagerly waiting for him.
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