
April 12, 2020      The Road to Resurrection: 
Only God!

Christ’s resurrection is the zenith event of the entire bible! 
Christ’s human birth was revelational – God as a man 

who repaired God’s covenant for mankind – yet, His birth was 
most necessary for His death. 

Christ’s crucifixion was heinous – the sinless substitute 
sacrificed for the forgiveness of our sins – yet, His death was 
most necessary for His resurrection. 

But it is Christ’s resurrection that declares God’s final 
word about salvation: His resurrection – based on His absolute &
perfect righteousness – is most necessary for our eternal recon-
ciliation with God! By it, enmity becomes intimate friendship!

Jesus’ resurrection to Eternal Life procures the Way to 
God, the Truth of God & the Life with God for every believer of 
every generation, from the beginning to the end of time. Christ’s 
resurrection stands as the capstone of God’s good news Gospel!

This Easter morning, we’ll examine Christ’s resurrection 
event thru the eyes of Mark. But don’t be alarmed or distracted 
by the distinctions in Mark’s account: each of the gospel writers 
is unique in personality, perspective, audience, & purpose. The 
greatest thing all four have in common is that they are led by the 
Holy Spirit to represent the precise truth God wanted to preserve!

-21st century readers need to enjoy the differences, not try 
to make them all say the same thing the same way!

-All four gospels are correct! Differing details don’t inval-
idate them; it makes them all together invaluable!

READ: Mark 16:1-4
Who would roll away the stone? Only God!

READ: Mark 16:5-7
Who would resurrect Christ from the dead? Only God!

READ: Mark 16:9-16
Who would convince people that Christ is resurrected?

Only God!

Christ’s Resurrection assures us of God’s acceptance, victory & 
restoration in an eternal relationship of blessing w/ Him forever! 

ILLUS. Here’s a plausible illustration of the significance of 
Jesus’ resurrection as opposed to His crucifixion: In His crucifi-
xion, it is His blood, thru His death, that provides forgiveness of 
our sins. But it is His resurrection, because of His righteous life 
on earth, that secures our relationship with God. In other words, 
forgiveness does not secure a relationship with God; rather it 
secures His mercy. And while forgiveness of sins is essential, it 
is the righteousness of Christ, thru His resurrection, that secures 
eternal life as a free gift of God! Think @ the distinction this way:

In the beginning, God created Adam/Eve to enjoy His 
love and act as His regents on earth – doing His will here. When 
they sinned against God, they fell from a relationship of eternal 
blessing into a curseful relationship with Him & each other.

(Fall out of blessing – table – and fell into curse – 
below)
When Jesus gave Himself as our substitute & sacrifice on the 
cross, He provided forgiveness for all our sins & rebellion.

(Back up to table from below it)
As you can see, with forgiveness we’re only back to ground zero 
– not back to God! In order to get back to God, we need Christ’s 
righteousness: the permanent “right-standing” He earned w/ God!

(Back up to God from table)

For this reason, Christ’s resurrection is the climax of God’s sal-
vation story for mankind. In our own “God-stories,” we find that:
     -Only God can remove obstacles to success in life & ministry!
     -Only God can resurrect us to Eternal Life & blessing w/ Him
     -Only God can convince people to trust the resurrected Jesus!

INVITATION:
And now He wants to do it in/with/thru you and me! What does 
that look like in “Shelter in Place” society of social distancing?

It looks like creatively communicating the gospel in any &
every way possible – from letters to phone calls to 6 feet, masked
conversations! Good News is good news – no matter what form it
must take! Let’s challenge ourselves to share the glorious good 
news of Jesus Christ’s resurrection with people every week! 



Mark 16:1-7; 9-16 (NLT)
1) Saturday evening, when the Sabbath ended, Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome went out 
and purchased burial spices so they could anoint Jesus’ body.  
2) Very early on Sunday morning, just at sunrise, they went to 
the tomb. 3) On the way they were asking each other, “Who will
roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4) 
But as they arrived, they looked up and saw that the stone, 
which was very large, had already been rolled aside.

5) When they entered the tomb, they saw a young man 
clothed in a white robe sitting on the right side. The women 
were shocked, 6) but the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed. You 
are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He isn’t 
here! He is risen from the dead! Look, this is where they laid his
body. 7) Now go and tell his disciples, including Peter, that 
Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there, 
just as he told you before he died.”

9) After Jesus rose from the dead early on Sunday 
morning, the first person who saw him was Mary Magdalene, 
the woman from whom he had cast out seven demons. 10) She
went to the disciples, who were grieving and weeping, and told 
them what had happened. 11) But when she told them that 
Jesus was alive and she had seen him, they didn’t believe her.

12) Afterward he appeared in a different form to two of 
his followers who were walking from Jerusalem into the country 
(Road to Emmaus – Luke 24). 13) They rushed back to tell 
the others, but no one believed them.

14) Still later he appeared to the eleven disciples as they 
were eating together. He rebuked them for their stubborn 
unbelief because they refused to believe those who had seen 
him after he had been raised from the dead. 15) And then he 
told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to 
everyone. 16) Anyone who believes and is baptized will be 
saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned.
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