
Love Letters: Reality Check (I John 2:12-14) 
++There is a very contrasting thought strain 
between the two sections of scripture this week: the 
second part (the futility of the world) and the first 
part that I will unpack today (the fullness of life in 
Christ)  
++I have decided to follow Jesus. The cross 
before me, the world behind me.  
++Turn to I John 2 and scan it 
++What do you notice about I John 2:12-14?  A 
stylistic change. John takes a break from his letter 
to offer some encouragement in a different kind of 
writing. The reason has perplexed Biblical and 
Greek scholars for 2000 years.  
++We don’t need to understand the why, we need 
to understand the “what” of John’s section here.  
++After John’s opening of the letter, he settles 
his readers down for a reality check - their real 
life in Christ, vs. a false life of chasing after the 
things of the world.  
++the dictionary defines this as “something that 
clarifies or serves as a reminder of reality often 
by correcting a misconception” 
++He simply wants to exhort them in their life with 
Christ and keep them from chasing after anything 
less. 
++Read I John 2:12-14 - I am writing to you who 
are God’s children because your sins have been 
forgiven through Jesus. 
13 I am writing to you who are mature in the faith 
because you know Christ, who existed from the 
beginning. 
I am writing to you who are young in the faith 
because you have won your battle with the evil one. 
14 I have written to you who are God’s children 
because you know the Father. 
I have written to you who are mature in the faith 
because you know Christ, who existed from the 
beginning. 
I have written to you who are young in the faith 
because you are strong. 
God’s word lives in your hearts, and you have won 
your battle with the evil one. 
++There are some things that we must immediately 
recognize when we hear or read this. 

1) John’s use of children, mature, young 
2) John writes “I am writing” and “I have 

written” 

3) John repetition of words and phrases 
++In order to truly understand what John is doing 
here, we have to understand the reasons for these 
things -  and how it relates to us. 
++When John uses these phrases, he is not 
delineating between ages of Christians, but rather 
Christians who are older and younger in the faith. 
++If you look at other portions of John’s letter, he 
calls the entire church “little ones,” so in essence 
this is like when a ringmaster shouts, “Ladies and 
gentlemen, boys and girls, children of all ages…”  
++He writes to this church to help them understand 
that he is writing this next section to all of them - 
and that their ears should perk up to hear what he 
has to write - just as we must all perk our ears up 
because this represents all of us.  
 
++So now that I have your attention, let’s read this 
letter in a slightly different way in order to pull the 
central message from this section...by reading it in 
parts that address each central message that John 
wishes to point out. 
 

1) You know Father: He forgives all sin 
(I John 2:12 and 14a) 
++John wants to reiterate the understanding that 
sin is forgiven in Christ alone. This plan was the 
plan of the Father all along - to bring His people to 
Him by His own blood completely cleansed from all 
sin (by Christ’s sacrifice, not by our confession!). 
John wants to help his readers understand that the 
God of the OT is the same God of this NT(NC).  
To know the Father is to know forgiveness. Don’t 
separate forgiveness from God and Christ!  
When I was a kid, there was a definite “pecking 
order” as far as punishment was concerned in our 
house. My mom was the disciplinarian and Dad had 
the gentle voice, yet was stern, but he always let 
mom do the punishing (always warranted and 
always fair). It wasn’t until I got older that I came to 
realize that I separated the two in their roles, but 
they were one in the same - they were both for me 
and loved me. We, as Christians, may feel like we 
are “on good terms” with Jesus, and that He is the 
one who keeps the Father from simply pummeling 
us into next week. But that’s not the truth at all - if 
you have Christ, you have the Father.  



++John wants us to know that Christ and the Father 
are one - they both equally love us, both equally 
concern themselves with us, both equally get 
involved with us and are both equally present within 
us.  

2) You know Christ: He existed from the 
beginning (I John 2:13a-14a) 

++So why the repetition? This is a common 
Greek/Roman literary device that is the same as 
highlighting something. Repetition=importance! 
++Rejoice in the Lord always, I say again: rejoice! 
++For John, the mark of maturity is a complete and 
true view of Christ. Anything less is immaturity. 
Many false Christians had gone around teaching 
that Jesus wasn’t divine, eternal, human, or God.  
++When I was a kid, I could hardly wait until I was 
grown up. One Fourth of July, I wanted to prove to 
myself (and probably to my friends) that I was a 
grown man. I took my hard earned money to a 
fireworks tent to buy fireworks. My mom always 
warned me that they’ll add up the total wrong to 
charge more when they see a kid come in. I 
assured her that I was a grown man and could buy 
fireworks for myself. Well, my $20 bill turned into 
about $10 worth of fireworks. I got duped...I thought 
I was mature, but learned the hard way that I was 
not.  
++This section of I John finds John giving us the 
definition of those Christians who can say they are 
mature Christians. 
++An incomplete view of Christ is spiritual 
immaturity 
++Maturity in faith will allow us to deny these 
destructive heresies by knowing, defending AND 
applying truths/doctrines. 
++John will address these false brothers who are 
spewing poisonous heresies in his next section of 
the letter. 
++If Christ isn’t eternal, He can’t be fully God. If He 
can’t be fully God, He can’t make the sacrifice for 
sin, if He can’t be the sacrifice for sin, we are lost 
and hopeless. 
++But the truth is that Christ is eternal and that He 
is God! 

3) You know Spirit: His strength gives you the 
victory in the battle over the evil one (I John 
2:13b-14b) 

++Battles have been on my mind a lot 

++John tells the “young in the faith” that they are 
strong 
++Why? - Because they have overcome the 
enemy, the battle is won 
++But why? - Because God’s word lives in their 
hearts.  
++John has already used this phrase “God’s word 
in our hearts” 
++I John 1:10 If we claim we have not sinned, we 
are calling God a liar and showing that his word has 
no place in our hearts. 
++So where is your victory found? In relying on 
Christ to cleanse us for all time of all our sins and to 
live a life of total victory in the cross. (I John 1:9) 
++The biggest battle we can have is with ourselves 
is trying to gain, earn, and maintain our 
forgiveness.  
++This is what makes the Accuser seem powerful. 
It’s this idea that somehow we are given the free 
gift of grace, but once we are in the Kingdom...we 
have to earn our place inside...as if Jesus could 
only love us enough to get us in the door, but we 
then turn the tables on us and make us earn the 
rest...it’s heresy.  
++Without a basic understanding of how powerful 
the cross is, we’ll continually be fighting a battle 
within ourselves - a battle that is already won and 
we just won’t come to terms with it. 
++These three truths are central to true Christian 
maturity: forgiveness and love from the Father 
found Christ alone; belief in the eternal, divine 
Christ; and understanding that the battle has been 
won!  
++So give yourself a reality check! 
++Duncan and I have been rebuilding a patio deck 
with wooden boards. There are a lot of crazy 
angles when we encounter posts that run around 
the perimeter of the patio. There have been plenty 
of times that we feel thwarted and defeated as we 
work. But one thing I do as we work is look back at 
how far we’ve come. To look back at the progress 
and celebrate the forward momentum. In this 
section of John’s letter, he offers a reality check: 
continue moving forward, don’t be thwarted and 
celebrate your victory in Christ. 


