
First Baptist Church Tyrone

Daily Advent
Devotions

Week One: Hope
Sunday, December 1st. 2019
“In the Beginning…”

In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God.
God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through him. John 1:1-3 (NLT)



Jesus’ incarnation was no afterthought or reaction of God. He is eternally existent, He always was, is and will be. 
The Old Testament points to Jesus in very beautiful ways. Not only in prophecy, but also in poetry, wisdom, and 
history is Jesus on display. The Israelites knew that their need for a Savior was great. Throughout their history, 
their hope was kindled by a coming Messiah. We have that same hope as we anxiously await His soon return. 
Maranatha!

Prayer: Father, your love that has been poured out through Jesus is our only hope. We know that nothing has been
created apart from you. We reflect on the beauty around us during this most sacred of times. The stillness of 
falling snow, the flickering of light from a faint candle, the soft ringing of church bells; they all resound with the 
song of hope that is found in our hearts because of your Son, Jesus. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Monday, December 2nd, 2019 
“Great Light of the World”

The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. John 1:4-5 (NLT)

In 1914, the world had descended into its bloodiest of wars to date. It would later be called The Great War. Today 
we know it as World War I. Many young men marched off to war in the muddy and dank cold of Belgium and 
France…fathers, sons, brothers, fiancées, and friends. 
That same year, Ivor Novello and Lena Gilbert Ford penned one of the most famous songs of the time: “Keep the 
Home Fires Burning.” This song kindled hope into the millions of people on the homefront who prayed for their 
boys fighting in the trenches of Europe. 
The chorus of that song rang out across homes, parlors, pubs, and schools: “There's a silver lining…Through the 
dark clouds shining.” 
The coming Messiah brought ultimate hope to all mankind. Through the darkest of times, the hope of Christ shone
through the dark clouds. The light that is Jesus is the light of men, shining in a darkness. His light will never be 
overcome, as His light breaks forth with unmatched splendor!

Prayer: As the days grow shorter, and the nights grow longer and colder; remind us that Your light can never be 
overcome. In a season where light is all around us…Christmas lights, candles, parties, advertisements, let us 
remember that they are all artificial and will not last. Lord, stir within us the hope that is Jesus Christ and His light
that was brought into our world. Hallelujah for Your light that overcomes the darkness and illuminates our souls 
to your grace. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Tuesday, December 3rd, 2019
“Peace on Earth, and Mercy Mild”

Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the path of peace.”

Luke 1:78-79 (NLT)

Light has no shadow. If you don’t believe it, strike a match in a dark room and shine a flashlight against it. There is
no shadow! When Christ entered the world, He brought His light where there is no shifting or shadow. (James 
1:17) Death had cast a tremendous shadow over us because of sin and error. That shadow was ours to bear, ours 
to own, and ours to fix—or so we thought. Because of God’s mercy and compassion, He fixed it for us. He shone 
His light on those who lived in darkness, those who sat in the shadow of death. This was not only to penetrate the 
darkness, but to allow us to stop hiding in shame. The Prince of Peace took us from hiding and led us down the 
path of peace. We now find in Him, peace.

Prayer: Merciful, compassionate Father; we are in awe of you as we stand in your light. We are open and 
blameless before You as You renew us. Your peace is all around us in this season of Advent. In the hustle and 
bustle of shopping, parties, events, and preparations, let us stop and breathe in your peace. We place our hope in 
You, our Prince of Peace, as you shine on us in darkness and lead us into Your marvelous light. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Wednesday, December 4th, 2019
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah.
Yet a ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, will come from you on my behalf.  Micah 5:2 (NLT)

Other than being the birthplace of David, Bethlehem had no claim to fame or importance. Out of this humble and 
lowly city, our Savior would emerge. 700 years prior to His birth, the prophet Micah foretold that the Messiah 



would come from the smallest of the clans in Judah. Christ came from humble beginnings, born in a humble city, 
in a humble and lowly stable. Jesus is the Lord of the humble.
Bethlehem means “house of bread,” and Ephrathah means “fruitfulness.” Jesus is our daily bread, and by abiding 
in Him we can be fruitful. Even from the lowliest of stations, our Savior came forth to be our sustainer and life.

Prayer: Jesus, just as the Israelites were fed in the wilderness, we too are sustained by you, our Savior who came 
from the “House of Bread.” As we celebrate your birth, let us also celebrate our new birth in You. Thank you for 
being our humble king and drawing us close to you. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Thursday, December 5th, 2019
“El”

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.    Isaiah 7:14 (ESV)

“El,” two letters with huge implications. In Hebrew, “El” means God. The name Immanuel means “God with us.” 
By Jesus becoming “God with us,” he crashed into our world to live our life perfectly in order to place His Spirit 
within us. The phrase “God with us,” doesn’t denote that God is simply close to us, it has a much deeper meaning 
than that. “God with us” means that our God lowered himself to our station in order to reclaim us. He first had to 
come among us, before He could live inside us.

Prayer: Father, thank you for sending your Son to our world in order to redeem us. This world was dark, full of 
sin, and broken. Your Son brought light, destroyed sin, and restored this world. Just as the prophets spoke of the 
hope of the coming Messiah, we too speak of the hope that we have in your second coming, when you will bring 
to finality all that you have promised. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Friday, December 6th, 2019
“What’s in a Name?”

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 (NLT)

One of the most painstaking tasks of parents when they discover that they will soon be ushering a new life into the
world is to pick out a name. Some children are named according to family traditions, some according to a name 
that has deep meaning, some according to the names of their older siblings with similar names or names that start 
with the same letter. 
The Son born for us was given names that not only reflected his Father, but were the names of his Father. Jesus is 
our Wonderful Counselor, He is Mighty God, He is our Eternal Father, and our Prince of Peace. He is God, born of 
woman. Imagine being given your father’s name not because of family ties, but because you are the father! Such a 
mystery!

Prayer: Jesus, your adoption of us as sons and daughters is such a profound mystery. We thank you that you have 
given us a new name and a new life that is found in You. We now inherit the family traits of our heavenly Father. 
We place our hope in you, our Redeemer. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Saturday, December 7th, 2019
“Limitless Legacy”

During the reigns of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed or 
conquered. It will crush all these kingdoms into nothingness, and it will stand forever. Daniel 2:44 
(NLT)

The largest empires of the world have come and gone: Babylon, Alexander the Great, ancient Rome, and Genghis 
Khan. All of these great empires were founded by great leaders who expanded the borders of their domains. The 
only problem was that their finite lives led to the demise of their kingdoms. Their power was founded and held by 
a leader that was able to unite the people, bring safety and affluence, and initiate remarkable change, but their 
death only ended those things.
Jesus’ kingdom does all of that to an infinite measure. The only difference is that Jesus’ kingdom has come and is 
here to stay…forever. Our hope remains in a king that set up a kingdom that can never be defeated. How’s that for
unity, safety, affluence and remarkable change?



Prayer: Father, we have remarkable hope in You. As this season of Advent continues, let us keep our hope in You 
in the forefront of our minds. Let joy rise up in us as we celebrate your first coming and look forward to your 
imminent return. Maranatha! Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Week Two: Peace
Sunday, December 8th, 2019
“Peace on Earth, Goodwill Toward Men”

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon me, for the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to comfort the brokenhearted and to proclaim that captives will be released and prisoners will be 
freed.
He has sent me to tell those who mourn that the time of the Lord’s favor has come, and with it, the day of God’s 
anger against their enemies. Isaiah 61:1-2 (NLT)

After so much pain and torment on the earth, Jesus came to the earth as a warrior to rid the world of all of it. He 
did not do it, however, with armies of angels or chariots. He did it with peace. He brought eternal change by 
bringing peace. He brought good news, healing, freedom, and light. 
Jesus brings “Good Tidings to you, to you and your kin…” In the Hebrew, “good news” was translated “good 
tidings.” The word “gospel” is used in the New Testament, and it also means “good tidings.” Jesus brought “good 
tidings” to us that we celebrate at Christmas and all year long.

Prayer: Prince of Peace, Mighty God; we wait hopefully and are comforted peacefully by the hope that your birth 
brought and your second coming will usher. Let us quiet our souls and still our voices and take time to feel your 
peace this Advent season. Let your peacefulness wash over us in your presence. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Monday, December 9th, 2019
“Peaceful Punishment”

But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped 
so we could be healed. Isaiah 53:5 (NLT)

Very few people look at a manger scene and picture the grotesque. We don’t think about a crown of thorns being 
presented to the King of Kings in the manger. Blood is not a symbol that is apparent during Christmastime. Yet, 
these things are all in the story. The little baby that lie cooing in the manger would one day be a man bloodied as 
He sacrificed Himself for the sins of the world. He would peacefully go, as a lamb led to slaughter, for the 
justification of His people. Jesus ushered in peace, but He also did it in an unexpected way: peacefully 
surrendering to the will of the Father. 

Prayer: Jesus, your punishment bought our peace. The peace that we have in our lives because of our justification 
before God, was only made available because you were crushed, pierced, and wounded. It sounds like such a 
strange idea that those words would bring peace, yet they did. Your wounds heal us and your punishment cleared 
us of wrongdoing through faith in Jesus. Thank you, Jesus! Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Tuesday, December 10th, 2019
“Peaceful Satisfaction”

After his anguish, he will see light and be satisfied. By his knowledge, my righteous servant will justify many,
and he will carry their iniquities. Isaiah 53:11 (CSB

The prophet Isaiah foretold of the coming Messiah nearly 700 years before the birth of Christ. Even in light of the 
punishment, Jesus’ death brought light. The Hebrew word shalom means “peace,” but it was also a greeting that 
meant “nothing lacking” or “completeness.” When we have peace, Christ’s real peace, nothing is lacking. 
Isaiah prophesied that after Jesus suffered, there would be satisfaction…nothing lacking. Through Jesus’ death and
resurrection, there is now nothing lacking between us and God. Jesus has completely satisfied the requirements of 
death by bearing our sins on the cross.

Prayer: Jesus, thank you for your suffering. Thank you for your anguish. Your suffering and anguish brought 
peace. This peace now brings us close to God in a way that we could never attain ourselves. 
At this time of year, let us take time to meditate on the peace that you have so beautifully poured into us. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Wednesday, December 11th, 2019
“Word Made Flesh”



So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we 
have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.                   

John 1:14 (NLT)

When John wrote these words, he used the Greek word skénoó for what we translate “made his home.” The word 
skénoó means “dwelled or tabernacled.” When Christ came to this earth as a man, He came in His earthly 
tabernacle to dwell among us. What peace to know that Christ came to dwell amongst us! Just like the glory of 
God dwelling in the camps of the Israelites, the glory of God dwelled among men so that ultimately He could dwell
within man. Find peace this Christmas season in the Jesus that not only lives, but dwells within you. 

Prayer: Jesus, thank you for making your way to earth to dwell amongst us. You have made a way for us, and to be
peace for us. Let your peace envelop every part of my life as I entrust you to live out your peace through and in 
me. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Thursday, December 12th, 2019
“The Time Has Come”

But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. God sent him to buy 
freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own children.    
Galatians 4:4-5 (NLT)

Many things had to come to completion, or be set in order, for God to send Christ into the world. Peace and order 
had to be established in the world. Under the Roman Empire, a time of peace called the Pax Romana was in full 
swing when Christ was born. Under the Roman Empire, roads were built, a common language was used, and ideas
were readily shared. In the midst of the uniformity, God sent Jesus into the world.
These things all contributed to Jesus’ message being spread far and wide by those who lives were changed by his 
message. The peace brought by the Romans would be the exact time and place in which the Prince of Peace would 
enter our world in flesh. 

Prayer: Thank you, Father, that nothing you do is by accident. You created the perfect conditions for your Son to 
be born into this world. Through the peace brought by human hands, you sent your Son into the world to save us 
in our fallen condition. You bring ultimate peace, a peace that goes beyond human understanding. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Friday, December 13th, 2019
“The Lord is with You”

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a virgin
named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David.  Gabriel 
appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!”
Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told 
her, “for you have found favor with God!  You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 
Luke 1:26-31 (NLT)

   
The Lord prepared everything in advance: the land, the method, the people, the time, the supporting cast…
everything. The plan of His incarnation had been set in motion since the beginning of time. This is evident in the 
way the angel begins the announcement to Mary. The angel says first, “The Lord is with you!” Mary, an 
unmarried Jewish woman was going to be given the most incredible news she’d ever heard: you are going to give 
birth to God’s Son.
“The Lord is with you” is the rally cry of God in the Old Testament—from Moses, to Joshua, to Gideon, and to 
Israel. In the New Testament, it remains the rally cry of God: “I am with you, I am coming to you, I am rescuing 
you!” Even the name Immanuel means, “God with us.” Isn’t it a beautiful notion that the same thing the angel said
to Mary can also be said to us?

Prayer: Lord, it’s your hope that urges us forward in our lives. The hope that you give when you say to us, “I am 
with you.” You are with us in the storm, in the sun, in good and in the bad. Your ever-present faithfulness rallies 
us to victory. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Saturday, December 14th, 2019
“Failure is Not an Option”

Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.” 
The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So 
the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has 



become pregnant in her old age! People used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her 
sixth month.  For the word of God will never fail.”
Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” And then the angel
left her.   Luke 1:34-38 (NLT)

   
We understand what it means to fail, and we understand what it means when others fail us. The lack of trust, the 
hurt, and the confusion can sometimes overwhelm us until we are unwilling to trust anyone, or ourselves, again. 
Failure has been etched in the human mind and heart since the fall of mankind--the most epic failure in human 
history. Failure is part of being human, it’s part of our DNA. Because we are human, we are failures. But, that’s 
where the Good News begins!
The true, right, and loving word of the Lord will never fail! What He has said, will happen. Our hope, as His 
children, lies in the fact that every word is true! The prophets spoke of God’s judgement on His people if they 
would not repent and return to Him, and it happened. The prophets also spoke of the Messiah who would save His
people from their sins, who would wipe away every tear, who would reign victorious, and would defeat the 
powers of darkness. Our hope lies with the Messiah.

Prayer: Our loving God, as we prepare our hearts for worship tomorrow with our fellow believers, let us hold fast 
to the hope that you have given us in your son. Let us quiet our minds and reflect upon the power and glory of 
your son lying in a manger bringing unimaginable hope to the world. In Jesus’ name, amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Week Three: Joy
Sunday, December 15th, 2019
“Joy to the World!”

As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  And she will 
have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All of this occurred to 
fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet:
“Look! The virgin will conceive a child!   She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel,
    which means ‘God is with us.’” When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took 
Mary as his wife.                   Matthew 1:20-24 (NLT)

This third week of Advent is the week that we set aside to look at joy in the Nativity story. We light the pink candle
on this Sunday because joy brings a warmer glow to the Earth. 
There is sheer joy in the message from the angel to Joseph: “he will save his people from their sins,” and “God is 
with us.” In coming flesh, Jesus showed his great and glorious love for us by attending to our two biggest needs: 
our sin and our separation. This brings us unspeakable joy!
Consider the lyrics to the carol, Joy to the World: “Repeat the sounding joy! Repeat the sounding joy!” The point of
the carol is that God’s love sent in Christ brings a message to us that must be repeated because it brings such great 
joy!

Prayer: God of the joyous. We celebrate today! We celebrate the joy that came to us in Jesus. With joy that is 
unspeakable, we stand in awe of your love for us. What joy we sing of when we sing the words of “Joy to the 
World” this advent season!
---------------------------------------------------

Monday, December 16th, 2019
“An Interrupted Life”

At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire.  
(This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  All returned to their own ancestral towns 
to register for this census. And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in 
Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with him Mary, to 
whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child.       Luke 2:1-5 (NLT)   

   
This census was an interruption and an extreme inconvenience. Rome ordered a census every ten years to count 
the population of their subjugated lands for one reason: taxes. They wanted to make sure that all of its subjects 
were paying taxes, so they forced each person back to their hometown to properly count them. For the Jews, this 
was a reminder that they were under foot of the Roman Empire. This census cost them time working and income. 
It was an unfortunate interruption.
Yet in the midst of this, God orchestrated it all. The Son of God was to be born in Bethlehem, a place that Joseph 
probably would have never returned had it not been for this census. This interruption that Rome had announced, 
was actually arranged by God all along. During your busy Christmas season, take time to find an interruption 
from it all--maybe a cup of coffee with a friend, an extra 20 minutes late at work to encourage a co-worker, or 



even go out of your way to make someone’s day. Use the interruptions to let God orchestrate His power in your life
this season.

Prayer: God of all, we celebrate the interruptions. Many times, we are upset and frustrated by the things that 
seems to get in the way of what we feel like needs to be done. Please remind us that you are the God of the 
interruption. In the middle of it all, you use those moments to speak through us and to us. We thank you for that. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.
---------------------------------------------------
Tuesday, December 17th, 2019
“No Vacancy”

And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born.  She gave birth to her firstborn son. She 
wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them. 
Luke 2:6-7 (NLT)

   
In the days of the past, people would go on vacations or family trips and find lodging as they went. As they drove, 
they would drive by hotels and motels looking for one that didn’t have the “no vacancy” sign lit up. When they 
found one with room, they’d pull in and sleep for the night, before continuing on their journey. For Joseph and 
Mary, Bethlehem was the journey. There was no plan B, and there was no room at the house where they might 
find a room for a comfortable night’s sleep. 
The census demanded that they be in Bethlehem, and the lack of room in the inn demanded that they find shelter 
in the only place available - a stable, probably a small cave where animals were given shelter. The Son of God, laid
in a feeding trough. The King of Kings, wrapped in random strips of cloth, the Redeemer of Mankind born among 
animals - what a vision! The God who came to take up residence in the hearts of man, found no room in the world
He came to save. Have you opened up your heart to the King? Have you made room for Him during this busy 
season?

 
Prayer: God of the humble, we invite you to take up residence in our busy lives and clear out the clutter. It’s a time
of rushing here and rushing there, but let us only rush to the manger to worship the King of Kings! Let us see our 
Messiah coming to us in love, and rush to bring Him into our lives, into our homes, and into our world. Let us flip 
off the “no vacancy” switch, and welcome the King of Heaven with rejoicing. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Wednesday, December 18th, 2019
“Good News, Great Joy!”

That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep.  Suddenly, an angel of
the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but 
the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.
The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! And you will 
recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”      Luke 
2:8-12 (NLT)

   
A.W. Tozer, the great Christian pastor and theologian said, “The good news isn’t that God is victorious. How can 
He not be victorious? The good news is we can be victorious too.” 
When the angels revealed to the shepherds that they were bringing good news, they weren’t simply declaring that 
the good news was that God had been born, but that it will bring great joy to all people. That “great joy” to “all 
people” is that the Messiah had brought victory to them. This victory had already been declared that night. 
Through the Messiah, all those who call upon His name would find victory over sin, doubt, worry, fear, and 
ultimately death. His victory is our victory!

Prayer: Victorious God, thank you for sharing in your victory. Your victory is ours. We share in the glory of your 
power through the birth, life, death, resurrection, and glorification of your Son. As we reflect this advent season 
on your second coming, we anxiously await the ultimate victory that will be fully realized on that great and 
glorious day! Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Thursday, December 19th, 2019
“Who Can Love Like This?”

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying “Glory to 
God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”
When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” Luke 2:13-15 (NLT)



   
Most people don’t read that scripture and notice the three very important words: “God is pleased.” Now read the 
phrase just before it, what has pleased God? If you said, mankind on earth, you are correct. God was pleased with 
man; God was in love with mankind. This is the reason why He sent His son in flesh to man - to rain down His 
love on us. As Christ appeared in flesh, all that God had pointed to, all that God had told his prophets, and all that 
God had foretold in the scriptures was coming to pass. This brought God such joy! Finally, His plan, the plan since 
ancient times, was coming to true fulfillment in the incarnation of Christ. God breaking into the world He created 
to recreate it through the Son! What unspeakable joy to know that God loves us that much! The Christmas carol, 
“Love Came Down at Christmas” puts it very simply: “Love will be our token, Love be yours, and love be mine, 
Love from God to all of us, Love for plea and gift a sign.”
 
Prayer: Loving friend and God, how remarkable you are! You were pleased with us before you even sent Jesus. It’s 
because of that undying love for us that you sent Him. Who loves like this? Who has passion like this? Only you, 
God! As we move closer and closer to the celebration of the day of your birth, let us hold our breath in joyful 
anticipation of your soon return! Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Friday, December 20th, 2019
“Go Tell It on the Mountain...and the plain, and the store, and the workplace…”

They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. After seeing 
him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child.  All 
who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about 
them often. The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. 
It was just as the angel had told them. Luke 2:16-20 (NLT)

   
These shepherds model for us life what Christ would say as He ascended to heaven at the end of His time on Earth: 
“Go and tell!” As soon as the angels told the shepherds to go find the baby, they went. Once they were there, they 
fell and worshipped Him, but they didn’t stay there. For them, that first Christmas wasn’t about keeping Jesus in 
the manger, it was about proclaiming His coming. Their hearts were so full of amazement that they didn’t even go 
directly back to their flocks, they went to find people to tell. After they had told everyone they could find about 
what God had done, they returned to their jobs... still praising God for His remarkable work. Is the Savior’s coming
ever present on our minds, or is it something that we think about on Sundays or a random moment during the 
week when we hear a familiar carol on the radio? Are you like those shepherds?

Prayer: King of all, we come and kneel at your manger in honor and praise. But we don’t stay there. We see you, 
we adore you, and then we go and tell the world about your love. We don’t confine you to a manger, we adore 
you on your throne. Your love came to us in a manger, but it bled for us on a cross. Thank you for your love, 
amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Saturday, December 21st, 2019
“Westward Leading, Still Proceeding”

Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from 
eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and
we have come to worship him.”   Matthew 2:1-2 (NLT)
   
It’s unlikely that only three men came from the East to worship Jesus as an infant. There were three gifts, but 
probably more men. Regardless of what the song says (written in 1857) or the names that are traditionally given 
them (Melchior, Balthasar, and Gaspar), we know that some astrologers came from the East to worship Christ. The
question many people should have is, “Where did they learn about Jewish Messianic prophecies?”
It seems as if all the world were waiting in anticipation, for the advent of this Kingdom. Six hundred years earlier, 
Daniel and the rest of Judah went into exile in Babylon. Over time, kingdom after kingdom, empire after empire, 
the scrolls of the Jews were kept safe and in the hands of learned men who poured over them day and night. Is it 
not interesting, that Gentile astrologers who had no connection with the Jews by bloodline came seeking to 
worship Him? The announcement of the King of Kings had been made known for centuries, even in far off lands. 
This king would be born to bring those who were far off, close to Him. 

Prayer: God who brings us near, we revel in your love. Your scriptures tell us over and over again how you came 
to bring light to the world. You came to save those close and those far off. Your love goes beyond boundaries, 
beyond time, and beyond anything else--it is unstoppable! Thank you for your love, amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Week Four: Love
Sunday, December 22nd, 2019



“A Love that Involves Us”

Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and
knows God.  But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love. God showed how much he loved 
us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him.  This is real love
—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.  

 I John 4:7-10 (NLT)
   

God doesn’t just show us love, God is love. In sending Jesus to us, He sent love to us. Love didn’t just come to show 
us the way, love came to be the way...the only way. In this letter, John defines what real love is--not our love for 
God, but His love for us. God’s love never waxes or wanes, it is constant and unchanging. 
One of my favorite Christmas carols is “O Holy Night.” I love the quiet verses that are punctuated by the soaring 
chorus. In that carol, we find these lyrics: “Truly He taught us to love one another, His law is love and His gospel is
peace.” 
Benjamin Franklin, working from an ancient Chinese proverb said, “Tell me, and I forget. Teach me, and I 
remember. Involve me, and I learn.” In sending Jesus, God involved us. He became involved with us. He told us 
about love, He taught us about love, and now He has involved us in love.

Prayer: God of love, thank you for involving us in your plan. You have showed us what true love really looks like 
and have brought us into the Good News. We are now a part of that love that you have had for us since the 
beginning of time. In Jesus, the love of God is taught to, told to, and involved in the entire world. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Monday, December 23rd, 2019
“Peace! Be Still!”

For the Lord your God is living among you. He is a mighty savior. He will take delight in you with gladness.
With his love, he will calm all your fears. He will rejoice over you with joyful songs.”   Zephaniah 3:17 (NLT)

   
When all seemed lost, God spoke through His prophets to declare that His plan that had been in place all along 
would be realized by sending a Savior for all of mankind. Contained within the prophecy in Zephaniah, we find 
the four themes of advent. 
Hope: “For the Lord your God is living among you.”
Peace: “He will calm all your fears.”
Joy: “He will rejoice over you with joyful songs.”
Love” “With his love...He is a mighty savior. He will take delight in you with gladness.”

 
In sending Jesus, God broke into our world to calm our fears and bring us hope. As we look forward to his second 
coming, we have hope that His return will end all of our fears and bring us peace. Just as the prophets foretold of 
his first coming long ago, we too are expectantly awaiting his imminent return.

 
Prayer: Soon-coming King, we expectantly await your soon return. While we await that, we celebrate your 
incarnation into flesh that brings us hope, peace and joy; and involves us in your love. Calm our fears, sing over 
us with joy, and remind us daily of your love. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Tuesday, December 24th, 2019
“He Will Bring Us Goodness and Light”

Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God our Father, who created all the lights in the 
heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting shadow. He chose to give birth to us by giving us his true word. And 
we, out of all creation, became his prized possession.  James 1:17-18 (NLT)    
God’s good and perfect gift had been eternally existent. Jesus had always been, and always will be. As mankind 
found itself lost and listless in its fallen condition, God sent us the most perfect of gifts in His Son. Because God 
never changes, we know that the plan to give us the gift of eternal life through Jesus was always His plan. Now, 
because we have been brought into God’s family by the blood of Jesus, we have become his prized possession. 
When my children were little, my wife and I would buy gifts for ourselves and put our children’s names on them. 
In essence, we gave ourselves gifts in the names of our children. That’s what our salvation is to God - a gift that He
purchased, but gave it to Himself with our name on it. We have become the greatest gift that God can give himself.

 



Prayer: Father, you have bought my eternal salvation and have given it to yourself. Allow me to submit myself to 
your will. Your will is perfect and holy, and never changes. On this Christmas Eve, let us remember that we are 
the only thing that God wants. Not because of anything that we have done, but because of what He has done. Have
your way in me, your most prized possession. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------
Wednesday, December 25th, 2019
“Jesus Christ is Lord”

Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to.
Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave
and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form,
he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.
Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name above all other names, that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue declare 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.      Philippians 2:6-11 (NLT)

   
Take this opportunity to sit in silence. Just read this scripture over again and pause at the end of each sentence and
soak in what it says. Focus on the humility of Jesus, the power of Jesus, the majesty of Jesus, the love of Jesus, and 
the gift of Jesus. As you celebrate His birth today, celebrate your own birth as a new creation. As you celebrate His 
first coming, celebrate the hope you have in His second coming as well.

 
Prayer: Jesus, on this day we celebrate your birth. Your birth brought life to my spirit. You made me alive. As you 
drew your first breaths as a tiny baby, my first breaths of new life would one day be taken as well. Your life, is my 
life. Your death, is my life. Your soon return, is my life. Amen.
---------------------------------------------------

Thursday, December 26th, 2019
“Love Defined”

Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not 
irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged.  It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the 
truth wins out.  Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.
I Corinthians 13:4-7 (NLT)

Even though Christmas was celebrated yesterday, it must be celebrated every day. Take time now, even with 
Christmas in the past, to reflect upon the season as it wanes. Be careful to keep the feeling of Christ’s birth and 
love He brings on your mind constantly as you move toward the new year.
Love is how God defines himself. We throw the word “love” around like it means the same thing in every 
situation: “I love my wife,” “I love that idea,” “I love Chick-fil-a,” “I love God, and He loves me.” All of those uses 
of love do not mean the same thing! Look above at the scripture of what love truly means and let God use this 
scripture as a love note written just to you!
Prayer: God of love, we quiet our minds to soak in the vastness of your love. Let us grab hold of what true love is, 
and never let it go. Let us live each day with You and your love as our guiding force. Let us peer into the manger 
and see God enrobed in flesh as just the beginning of love defined. In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.

Advent is a time of hopeful expectation. While many people think that Advent is 
only about the first coming of Christ, Advent is much more than that. The first 
mention of Advent goes all the way back to the 4th Century. Advent, “adventus, in
Latin, was a time to reflect and think upon Christ’s second coming. Advent was 
combined into the season of Christmas during the Middle Ages as it marked the 
end of the year and the beginning of a new one.  Since that time, Advent has been 
part of the Christmas season as a way to celebrate the first coming of Christ and 
look forward to his second coming. Each week of the Advent season carries with it
a different theme: hope, peace, joy, and love. On Christmas Eve, a white candle 
called the “Christ Candle” is lit to tie all of the Advent season to its most important
point: Christ. I pray that you find this time of expectant celebration of our Savior’s
second coming a joyful and wonderful time of worship and reflection as we 
celebrate together His birth. These devotions are meant to be done each day as a 
personal time of study and reflection, or with your family. Have a blessed 
Christmas and Advent season.



-Pastor Jeremy
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