
 Grace and Peace to the American Baptist Churches of Indiana and Kentucky, 

  

The Region Board is comprised of ministers and lay leaders from around the Region.  This Board 

is established to govern the Region with fiduciary and strategic responsibilities as well as the 

task of generative thinking to help guide the Region on a path leading towards Kingdom growth. 

Those who serve on the Board are very gifted and have a deep love of the Region and for the 

Lord.  You likely know someone serving on the Region Board and I encourage you to reach out 

to them.   

The Region Board met on December 15 and at this meeting, the Board voted to approve two 

recommendations of the Finance Committee.  The first recommendation was to close the 

physical space of the Region Office.  The second was to close Camp Tippy.  Both of these 

decisions were discussed and prayed about for hours before the votes were held.  Below you 

will find some of the considerations that led to these decisions.   

Region Office: 

•         Visitors to the office have declined in the past 10 years and average nearly no 

visitors per week outside of scheduled meetings. 

•         Lease savings of space and equipment may reach nearly $70k per year. 

•         Churches in the Region and Franklin College are both open to hosting Region 

events and meetings. 

•         The work of the Region is primarily a service and currently the needs of our 

churches require Region staff to be present in the local church and to the pastor.   

•         Region Staff were able to work remotely for months during the pandemic and 

are able to do so at this time. 

•         The Region has been dependent for many years on the investment income from 

the legacy gifts given by donors many decades ago.  This investment income secures 

half of the Region's budget and therefore cannot be depended on in years with an 

economic downturn such as 2022. The Region exceeded expenses over income by 

approximately $500,000 in 2022 without this investment income.  The Region lost 

over $2 million dollars in investments in the first 3 quarters of 2022, which is 

approximately ¼ of all investments.   

  

Camp Tippy 

Tippy Sewer Project: 

•         Indiana Department of Environmental Management is installing a sewer system 

around James Lake and has an expectation for the camp to be connected at an 

estimated $150,000 - $175,000 one-time installation cost in the 2023/2024 season. 

•         The 23 current septic tanks are as old as the camp. 



•         IDEM is charging for the use of the new system that has yet to be built with an 

ongoing monthly service charge beginning in December 2022 at a rate of 

$1,687.50.  This amount is based on the number of beds at the camp.   

Tippy Renovation needs: 

•         The cabins are 100 years old and all need replacement. 

•         The Lodge needs improvements and updates. 

•         The Chapel is 100 years old and has a rotted roof and base along the footer. 

Tippy Support: 

•         The Region has supported Tippy’s operating expenses for over a decade.  In the 

last 4 years, the Region has covered the operating expenses of Tippy which were 

well over $300,000.  The Region has covered the operating loss of Camp Tippy and 

Indian Creek at the combined expense of over $1 million in the past 10 years, not 

counting special projects such as new construction.   

Tippy Attendance for 2022: 

•         138 total kids for the summer 

•         23 kids from ABC churches 

•         11 churches represented 

•         Please consider that there are 20 camps in a 25-square-mile radius of Tippy. 

  

The Board wants to express deep gratitude for Rebecca Scott and her lifelong commitment to 

the Lord and the camping ministry.  The closure of Camp Tippy does not reflect in any way on 

her passion for the camp.  We are grateful for her ministry and we will always thank the Lord 

for all she has done.  We are certain that she would love to hear an encouraging word from you 

at this time.  If you have the opportunity, please reach out to her via email, tippy@abc-

indiana.org. 

In the coming weeks, we would like to establish a group to help us say goodbye to our beloved 

Camp Tippy and to Rebecca.  Please watch for the announcement of when we will have our first 

meeting.  If you have further questions, please feel free to reach out to the Region Executive 

Minister, Mark Thompson at markthompson@abc-indiana.org.  
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