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Introduction
 Throughout history, God has called His people to follow Him. In the Old Testa-
ment, He called Noah, Abraham, David and many others. During His time of ministry 
on the earth, Jesus called His disciples. He told Peter, Andrew, James and John to 
stop what they were doing and follow Him. In the book of Acts, we learn how Jesus 
called Paul to a new life of devotion to further the Gospel. Since that time, the Lord 
has continued to call His people to grow the Kingdom and spread the good news of 
Christ to the world.

 Over the centuries, the faithful of God have answered the call, even though it 
cost many their lives. The early church was persecuted but persevered. The message 
of the gospel spread to new languages as people devoted their lives to Christ. Those 
willing to step up and truly follow God’s lead have sustained the Church.

	 People	such	as	Jonathan	Edwards,	George	Whitfield,	Mother	Teresa,	and	Billy
Graham exemplify what it means to be sold out to the faith. None of these individuals 
sought after personal fame or notoriety. They simply responded to the call of God and 
He used them in a mighty way.

 And now, it’s our turn. The Lord is calling each of us to a deeper walk; a more
commited faith; and a willingness to view our lives through the lens of eternity. God is 
inviting us – calling us to get in the game. The question is, how will we respond?
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G.A.M.E. Highlights

1975

1986
After outgrowing three different rented 
spaces, a group of a few hundred men 
and women dedicated to the knowing 
Christ and making Him known made 
to a huge step of faith, and purchased 
the land we now occupy. Above and 
beyond their normal giving, they raised 
over $1 million dollars in order for BCC 
to have a permanent home.

After months of prayer, a group of 57
people with a desire to reach our community 
for	Jesus	Christ	began	to	meet	at	Burke	
Elementary School in September of 1975. 
This small body of believers from a variety 
of denominational backgrounds dedicated 
themselves to worship, study, and out-
reach. Their step of faith laid the
foundation for what we now call
Burke	Community	Church.

When God’s people get in the game, amazing things happen. Let’s look back at 
some of the times where the people of Burke	Community have responded to His 
call in extraordinary ways.

Previous
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2000

2004

2011

As the Lord continued to bring people
to call BCC home, the church realized
a need for a larger worship space for 
our youth. Additionally, the children’s
area	was	filled	beyond	capacity.	Again,	
the church family at BCC stepped up
to the plate and raised $3.5 million in
the Making Room For More campaign.
Their generosity has made it possible
for hundreds of junior and senior high
students to have a place to worship
and learn each week.

Beginning	in	2009,	Burke	Community
began experiencing unprecedented 
growth. We added more Sunday services, 
but still ran out of worship and fellowship 
space.Through the generosity of those 
here at BCC, above and beyond their 
normal giving, the And God Gave The 
Increase campaign raised over $1
million to add a balcony in the worship 
center, double our lobby space, and
add	additional	offices	for	the	staff.	This
sacrificial	giving	has	allowed	even	more
to come hear about the good news
of Jesus Christ.

With more people joining the church 
each year, a need for larger education 
and fellowship space was evident. 
The faithful of Burke	Community got in 
the game and rallied together to raise 
over $3.4 million dollars in the Towards 
Jerusalem campaign. Their vision for the 
future helped establish a new children’s 
wing and gave BCC a new lobby and 
parking lot.
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1 • 1,200+ Seat Worship Center
2 •	Adult	Classrooms	and	Offices
3 •	Lobby/Cafe/Bookstore
4 • Remodeled Student Center/Gym/Multi-use
5 • New Expanded Nursery and Child Check-in
6 • Repurposed for Children’s Activities

campus expansion
An Additional 50,000+ Square Feet
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A new Worship Center will allow more people the opportunity to
experience Sunday services at BCC. Having more seats at optimal 
times will provide much needed room in order to accomodate all 
those who call	Burke	Community home. 

A large, centrally located commercial kitchen will enable BCC to more 
easily handle ministry events such as Men’s breakfasts and Women’s 
luncheons.

Immediately visible when you enter the parking lot, a new lobby
will create a focal point for our campus and clearly indicate a main
entrance for visitors. It will also add much needed fellowship space,
a bookstore, and cafe.

Benefits of Expansion
• 

• 

• 
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Student Ministry at BCC is a place where hundreds of youth come 
together every week to learn about God and explore their faith. In
the	new	expansion,	students	will	move	into	a	reconfiguration	of	our
current Worship Center, which more than doubles their current
capacity. 

• 

Our Children’s Ministry will add a larger nursery, secure check-in area 
off the lobby,and acquire the current Student Cafe and Auditorium for 
future growth.

• 

Adult Ministry will add classrooms that are easily accessible and
centrally located.

• 

The	new	building	creates	centralized	offices	that	will	allow	everyone	
to be under the same roof, while providing room for future growth.

• 
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How do i get in the game?

1.  Pray
One of the most powerful ways to strengthen your spiritual walk is to spend time in prayer. 
During this important time in the life of our church, we urge you to seek God’s direction as 
to how you can take a “next step” in your faith journey. Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you. If you 
are married, take the time to pray together and seek the Lord’s direction. 
 

2.  Discuss
Talk with your spouse, your family, and your life group about what this commitment will mean 
for you in this exciting season in the life of Burke	Community	Church.
 

3.  Respond
Mark you calendar for Commitment Sunday, November 15, and get ready to experience a
defining	moment	for	our	church	and	for	your	own	faith.	Follow	God’s	lead	in	your	personal
commitment to radical generosity - nothing more, nothing less.
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We believe that discipleship and stewardship go hand in hand. As we grow in our relation-
ship with God, we better understand what it means to value Him above all else. As we learn 
to give, we learn to risk. As we risk, we learn to trust. As we trust God, we learn to rely on
Him more and more, and our generosity shows that we value Him above anything else. As 
we Get In The G.A.M.E., we’re asking you to do three things:
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Get In The G.A.M.E. Campaign Details
 
On Sunday, November 15, we will come together during a special worship service to commit
to Get In The G.A.M.E. Our goal is to raise $7.5 million over the next two years toward the cost 
of doubling the size of our ministry space and being better positioned for the future. It will take
all	of	us	working	as	a	team	to	make	this	a	reality.	Some	may	be	giving	for	the	first	time	ever.
Others will be challenged to take a huge step in their generosity. As we follow God’s lead,
we will pave the way for those who will come after us – when we Get In The G.A.M.E.

This is a sample of the commitment card. During the services on November 15,
we will have a special time where we make our commitments.

COMMITMENT SUNDAY - NOV.15
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Weekly Discussion Guide
How To Use This Guide:
Sunday Mornings: Keep this guide and use it to take notes during Pastor Marty’s messages 
each week during the series.

With a Group:	None	of	us	were	made	to	go	on	this	journey	alone.	Being	part	of	a	Life	Group	
at Burke	Community	is one of the key components of spiritual growth. Over the next several 
weeks, we hope you will use this guide as you meet with your Life Group to discuss each part of 
the Get In The G.A.M.E. series. Every week has a section designed for use as part of your time 
together. You can also use the Group Discussion Questions with your spouse, family, or close 
friends.

By Yourself:	Weekly,	commit	to	read	the	Bible	passages	referenced	in	this	guide.	Then,	take	
the time to answer the questions from the Further Individual Study portion and write down your 
thoughts



Generosity
Week 1
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Weekly Discussion Guide

Key Quote: “God prospers me not just to raise my standard of living, but to most certainly raise 
my standard of giving generously.”

Biblical Texts: Proverbs 11:24-25, Proverbs 22:9, 1 Timothy 6:18-19, 2 Corinthians 8:7

Sermon Notes:



Generosity

Group Discussion Questions
1. Have you ever known a generous Christian? What were they like? How do you know they      
    were generous toward God?

2. What factors or obstacles might be keeping you from being as generous in your spiritual
    giving as you would like to be? What could you do to make the necessary adjustments in        
    order for you to be more generous?
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Week 1

Devotional
	 In	2009,	as	he	was	biking	to	work,	Dan	Black,	19,	was	hit	by	a	car.	The	accident	left	him	
paralyzed from the chestdown. Now 26, Dan lives with his parents and requires around-the-
clock care. After his accident, a friend created the“Help Dan Black” fund to defray some of 
Dan’s medical expenses and help him raise money for an experimental stemcell treatment that
could enable him to walk again. Four years later, the fund had raised $30,000.

 Then, in June 2013, Dan learned about a 5-year-old boy in his area that had a rare formof 
cerebral palsy, which made walking impossible. The boy’s family had started a website to raise 
$100,000	for	treatment	to	enable	their	son,	Brecon,	to	have	the	chance	to	walk.	At	the	time,	they	
were halfway to the amount needed. Then Dan did something extravagantly generous. He gave
all his funds	to	help	young	Brecon.	“I	wouldn’t	wish	getting	paralyzed	on	anyone”,	Dan	said.	“I	
know	how	it	feels	to	walk,	but	Brecon	doesn’t.	He	needs	it	much	more	than	I	do.”

 News of Dan’s generosity created quite a stir. Contributions poured in, the family more 
than	met	their	goal,	and	Brecon	is	receiving	his	treatment.	One	selfless	act	of	generosity	has	
madea profound impact. Luke 6:38 says, “Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure—
pressed down, shaken together, and running over—will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”

 When we choose to be generous, it changes things. It also changes us.



Further Individual Study 
1.	Take	a	moment	and	reflect	on	your	giving	behaviors.	Are	they	planned,	consistent,
    sporadic, or non-existent?

2. Do you consider tithing 10% to God equivalent to being generous? Why or why not?

3. In light of your annual income, are you generous when it comes to giving?

4. One day, all of us will stand before God and give an account of how we lived as a
    steward of the resources He entrusted to us. In light of your current giving, how do
    you think you would answer the following: Where did all my financial resources go?
    What were they spent on? What has been accomplished for eternity because of
    my generosity?

5.	Why	does	the	Bible	say	it	is	better	to	give	than	to	receive?

6. If you move around with your work, ask yourself: Am I truly committed to the local    
    church where I worship compared to other Para church and non-profit organizations?  
    Why or why not?
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Attitude
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Week 2

Key Quote: “A greater giver realizes two things. One, God owns everything in his life. Two, he is 
God’s money manager, responsible for making wise kingdom investments.”

Biblical Texts: Malachi 3:8-10, Philippians 1:6, 2 Corinthians 9:6, Isaiah 40:31, Psalm 39:4-7

Sermon Notes:



Devotional
 Attitude is everything. Your outlook on life determines greatly how you live. When it comes 
to money and our attitude about being generous, it is easy to fall into the worldly trap of thinking we 
need more and more. Having money or wealth is notevil. Money is neither good nor bad in itself; 
corrupt people can use it for evil, while good people can put it to righteous uses. Though it is morally 
neutral,	what	people	do	with	their	money	reflects	their	internal	morality	and	is	an	indicator	of	spiritual	
health. In the words of Jesus in Luke 12:34, we read, “For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will	be	also.”	The	Bible	doesn’t	forbid	the	possession	of	money.	On	the	contrary,	it	tells	us	“God	
gives	you	the	power	to	gain	wealth”	in	Deuteronomy	8:18.	Because	of	God’s	blessing,	many	men	in	
Scripture, such as Job, Abraham, and Solomon were extremely wealthy.

 So, it’s not money that is evil. It’s the desire for more and more that can corrupt us. Christian 
author Richard Foster tells us, “Money desires to be loved, courted, desired and hoarded. Giving 
money away breaks the power or spell that money can wield over us.” Instead of focusing on how 
much material wealth we can attain, what if we thought more about the extravagant love and gener-
osity Jesus demonstrated toward us when he gave his life to pay for our sins. Wouldn’t that change 
how we live and how we give?

 When our attitude towards generosity changes, we begin to see how tremendously blessed 
we are. There is an old hymn called Count Your Blessings. The chorus says, “Count your blessings; 
name them one by one. Count your blessings; see what God has done”. Grab a piece of paper and 
take a moment to list all the blessings you enjoy in life. Thank God for his gracious love and mercy. 
Ask God to help you grow in generosity, becoming more like Christ.

Group Discussion Questions
1. When it comes to giving to God in a generous fashion, which may be something new for you,    
    what are your greatest fears?  

2.	What	is	your	attitude	toward	having	a	sound	financial	plan	for	your	family?	Do	you	have	the				
    same approach when it comes to your attitude towards giving to God?  Why or why not?
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Attitude
Further Individual Study 
1. Have you ever tested God in relation to giving? What would that look like in your life?

2. What are some of the bad/wrong attitudes some believers have toward giving?

3. How would you know if your giving is really sowing sparingly or sowing greatly?

4. What is the relationship between Malachi 3:8-10 and ministry in the local church?

5. Why is it so hard for all of us to be content? How can this keep us from being
    extravagant in our giving?

6. Which statement best describes your attitude as God’s steward?

    A. It is up to me to decide how much to give God, out of the abundance He has
         blessed me with.

				B.	Since	everything	I	have	belongs	to	God,	I	need	to	be	listening	for	His	direction	and		
         leading as to how I can be the best steward of the resources I’ve been given.

7.	What	generous	act	might	God	be	calling	you	to	do	with	your	financial	resources?
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Week 2



Ministry
Key quote:“Show me a giver and I’ll show you a server. Such was Christ’s life.”

Biblical Texts: Mark 20:25-28, Mark 10:45, John 13:1-18

Sermon Notes:
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Week 3



Ministry

Group Discussion Questions
1. Do you think there is a correlation between being a generous server and a generous giver?      
    Why or why not? 

2. What excuses do people use to keep from truly being a servant in ministry? Are these
				excuses	valid	or	unjustified?	What	is	keeping	you	from	serving	at	the	level	you	at	which
    you are capable?
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Week 3

Devotional
 In 2008, Sara was playing in the conference championship on her school’s softball team. 
In	the	2nd	inning,	she	hit	her	first-ever	home	run.	Overcome	with	excitement,	as	she	rounded	
second,	she	realized	she	had	failed	to	touch	first	base.	So,	she	turned	to	go	back.	However,	
as she turned, she tore a ligament in her knee. Not wanting to quit, she began to crawl back in 
pain	toward	first	base.	Her	teammates	could	only	watch,	since	according	to	the	rulebook,	any	
help from them would make her called out.

 That’s when Mallory Holtman and Liz Wallace, from the opposing team, did something 
amazing. They went to Sara and carried her around the bases, stopping to make sure she 
touched each one. They chose to help someone in a time of great need. In the end, Mallory and 
Liz	lost	the	game.	But	their	demonstration	of	selfless	service	serves	as	an	example	to	us	all.

 In the body of Christ, when we take the time to meet the needs of others, we are truly 
ministering the way God has called us to do. When we invest in those around us, we develop 
good character and a minister’s heart. Mark 10:45 says, “For even the Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Jesus set the example 
for us to follow in ministry. He thought of others before Himself. Take a moment to think about
one thing you could do this week to help someone else.

 When we serve others with both our time and our treasure, we do the will of the Lord.



Further Individual Study 

1.	Where	are	you	plugged	into	serving	at	BCC?	Should	you	or	could	you	be
    doing more?

2. Has a negative experience at church…or with another believer…kept you from
    developing a ministry mindset?

3. What can you do to move forward as a servant who is devoted to ministering
    to others?

4.	What	specific	church	needs	have	been	presented	recently,	and	what	have	you	done							
    to help alleviate those needs?

5.	Since	the	Bible	tells	us	that	we	all	possess	spiritual	gifts,	can	you	safely	say	you	are				
				employing	them	for	the	benefit	of	the	Kingdom?

6. Are you so committed to being a servant of Jesus that thinking about how you can         
    help others is more the rule than the exception in your life? If not, what could you      
    change to make that a reality?
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eternity
Key quote: “It ought to be the business of every day to prepare for our last day.”(Matthew Henry)

Biblical Texts: Biblical	Texts	–	1	Corinthians	3:12—15,	Revelation	19:7-8,	Matthew	6:19-21,	Luke	
16:11

Sermon Notes:
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Week 4



Group Discussion Questions
1. Since we, as believers, will all be judged and rewarded for what we’ve done with the
    resources... including money and possessions…God has entrusted to us, we must ask our              
    selves: “How am I faring in preparing for that day?” What would your answer be?

2. What does the Parable of the Ten Minas in Luke 19:11-27 teach us about giving to support    
    God’s work on earth prior to His return?
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Devotional 
 With so many things competing for our time and attention, it is sometimes hard to get through 
today,	much	less	think	about	the	future.	When	it	comes	to	finances,	it’s	even	harder.	With	many	
Americans living week-to-week and drowning in debt, is it reasonable to even consider the eternal 
impact of our current giving?

 The truth is, at some point, all of us will be 100% generous. No one can take any material 
possessions or money with him when he passes from this life to the next. So, there is a choice to
be made: either amass as much wealth and riches for ourselves and our families now, or look for 
ways to generously give to help others and further the Kingdom of God well beyond this life. The 
New Testament is full of passages that paint a clear picture of how managing the resources God 
gives us now has a direct correlation to eternity. 1 Timothy 6:18-19 states, “Instruct them to do
what is good, to be rich in good works, to be generous, willing to share, storing up for themselves 
a good reserve for the age to come, so that they may take hold of life that is real”. Matthew 6:19-
20 puts it this way: “Don’t collect for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and	where	thieves	break	in	and	steal.	But	collect	for	yourselves	treasures	in	heaven,	where	neither	
moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and steal”.

 Clearly, there is a strong connection between how we live now and how we will live in eternity. 
Have you thought much about how your giving makes a difference in the lives of others – even those 
you may never meet? The Lord commands us to be generous. What will be your response?



eternity
Further Individual Study 

1. Do you think that all believers will be the same in heaven, or will there be
    differences based on how we used the resources at our disposal? Do you think all the  
    heavenly homes will be identical? Will we all have the same amount of heavenly trea    
    sure, be what it may? What are we to think about Christ’s words in Matthew 16:27?

2. What kingdom opportunities might you currently be missing because you have failed
    to use your money or time wisely and strategically in light of eternity?

3. How we handle worldly wealth will be used as a benchmark in eternity for the depth          
    and what may need to change in your life to better prepare you to be honored by
    God one day?

4. What are other motivations for being good, creative, and faithful stewards of Jesus?

5.	Of	the	five	types	of	spiritual	ball	players,	which	one	would	describe	you	today?	Are		 					
				you	satisfied	with	that	description?	If	not,	what	are	you	willing	to	change	to	truly	get
    in the game?

24

Week 4
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