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The Christmas season should be a time when families focus on God's gift of

love and His amazing offer of salvation through Jesus Christ. Instead, it
has become one of the busiest seasons of the year, often leaving no room
on the family calendar for Jesus.
Not only are our calendars full, but our wallets are empty. Because of the
added pressure to purchase gifts, many are drowning in a sea of debt. We
may struggle to find the connection between our Christmas shopping list
and the message of God's free gift of salvation. The overwhelming stress
created by the Christmas season has overtaken our ability to worship the
Prince of Peace.
This is why we are conspiring together to reclaim the true meaning of
Christmas. The Advent Conspiracy is a call to Worship Fully, Spend Less,
Give More, and Love All.
We want to encourage you to take extra time this Advent Season to build
a sense of excitement and anticipation for the celebration of Jesus' birth
and the promise of His return. One of the best ways to "get in the Christmas spirit" is to read your Bible and engage with God and your family every day.
We hope these passages will keep Jesus front and center in our thoughts
this season. We pray that as we focus our hearts and minds on Jesus we
would find ourselves more like Him throughout the year.
Please join us by using this daily devotional guide on your own or with
friends and family. There are also some fun activities in this booklet that
will help you "conspire" with others to make this a Christmas to remember.
Merry Christmas!
Gary Lee Webber
Senior Pastor

Are you new to Southside?
Do you have a friend you’d like to experience what you do every
Sunday?
Invite a friend and join us for Discovering Southside on
Sunday, January 13 at 9:30 a.m.
Looking for a new church can be difficult. We have created an
environment for people wanting to know more about Southside — who
we are, what we believe and how we work. This no-pressure introduction
to Southside is intended to help you in your process of finding a church
that is right for you. * Breakfast and childcare are provided.

Worship
Fully

Spend
Less

Give
More

Love
All

In the main hall you will find our Advent Conspiracy Trees where you can
take an ornament for a one time gift that is designated to a specific area
of missions. There is also a tree filled with commitment cards to begin a
monthly gift* to the Invested Initiative for 2019. Feel free to take an
ornament and commit to a monthly pledge for next year!
* This gift to Invested is over and above your tithe.

Take time each day to reflect on the scripture and think about what it
means to worship fully, spend less, give more, and love all.
If you have never committed your life to Jesus Christ or have questions
about becoming a Jesus follower or about anything you read in this booklet, please contact us at 904-396-6633.
* All scripture used is from the English Standard Version (ESV).

DAY ONE: John 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through
Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was made. In Him was
life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.

•

Where else can we find the phrase “in the beginning” in the Bible?
How does that relate to this passage?

•
•

Who is “the Word” referring to?
What can darkness not overcome?

DAY TWO: Jeremiah 33:14-16
“Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will fulfill the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those
days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for
David, and He shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those
days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the
name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’”

•

What promise will the Lord fulfill? Who in the New Testament is this
passage pointing to?

•

What does the word “righteous(ness)” mean? What do we learn about
God from this definition?

•

What is the difference between living a self-righteous life and living a
righteous life for God? Which are you living?

DAY THREE: Luke 1:5-10
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron,
and her name was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God,
walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the
Lord. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were
advanced in years. Now while he was serving as priest before God when his
division was on duty, according to the custom of the priesthood, he was
chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the
whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense.

•
•

Why did Zechariah and Elizabeth not have any children?

•

What was Zechariah chosen to do?

How did God see Zechariah and Elizabeth? How do you think God
sees you?

DAY FOUR: Luke 1:11-17
And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side
of the altar of incense. And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him,
and fear fell upon him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you
a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great before the Lord.
And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the
Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. And he will turn many of the
children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before Him in the
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord
a people prepared.”

•
•

What happened while Zechariah was praying in the temple?

•

What does this passage tell us about God’s plans for John? What has
the Lord revealed to you as His plans for your life?

What does this passage teach you about the Lord and prayer? What
prayer have you been praying that has yet to be answered? Take a
moment to ask the Lord to give you faith and patience as you continue to pray.

DAY FIVE: Luke 1:18-25
And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old
man, and my wife is advanced in years.” And the angel answered him, “I
am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you
and to bring you this good news. And behold, you will be silent and unable
to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” And the people were
waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to
them and remained mute. And when his time of service was ended, he went
to his home.

After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept
herself hidden, saying, “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when He
looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.”

•

What message from God did the angel Gabriel have for Zechariah?
What was Zechariah’s response to this message?

•

What happened to Zechariah after he left the temple? What happened
to Elizabeth after Zechariah’s encounter with the angel Gabriel?

•

Have you ever doubted God? What does this passage teach you about
doubt and God’s faithfulness to keep His promises?

DAY SIX: Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with
you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what
sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus. He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will
give to Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be called holy — the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month
with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with
God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

•

What message from God did the angel Gabriel have for Mary? What
was Mary’s response to the message?

•

How did Elizabeth know Mary? How could Elizabeth’s testimony help
Mary?

•

How would your life change if you lived every day believing that God is
able to do the impossible in every situation you face?

ADVENT CALENDAR

DAY SEVEN: Matthew 1:18-21
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to
be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But
as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a
son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their
sins.”

•

What was Joseph’s response to finding out Mary was pregnant? What
did he plan to do?

•
•

What instructions did the angel give Joseph?
Have you ever made a plan and then trusted God when He stepped in
to change it? What does this passage and your experience teach you
about God’s plans for us and how He cares for us?

DAY EIGHT: Matthew 1:22-25
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call His name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until
she had given birth to a son. And he called His name Jesus.

•

What prophecy from the Old Testament (Day 2) was fulfilled in this
New Testament passage?

•

How did Joseph’s plan change after hearing the message from the
angel? What do you learn about obedience to God from Joseph’s
actions?

•

What steps of obedience is the Lord asking you to take? Pray for Him
to guide you as you follow Him.

DAY NINE: Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

•
•

What sign will the Lord give to prove that the Messiah has been born?

•

What signs has the Lord given you in your life to assure you that He is
God and He is with you?

Having read Matthew 1:18-25 on Days 7 and 8, can we be sure that
Mary’s son Jesus is the Messiah?

DAY TEN: Luke 1:39-45
In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a
town in Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who
believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from
the Lord.”

•
•
•

Whom did Mary travel to Judah to see?
How did Elizabeth know Mary was pregnant with the Lord’s Son?

What similarities do you see between Mary and Elizabeth? What can
you learn from Mary and Elizabeth’s commitment and obedience to
the Lord?

DAY ELEVEN: Luke 1:46-56
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for He has looked on the humble estate of His servant. For behold, from
now on all generations will call me blessed; for He who is mighty has done great
things for me, and holy is His name. And His mercy is for those who fear
Him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with His arm; He has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; He has brought down the
mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; He has filled the
hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away empty. He
has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, as He spoke to our
fathers, to Abraham and to His offspring forever.” And Mary remained with her
[Elizabeth] about three months and returned to her home.

•

How does Mary feel about the Lord based on her hymn of praise? What
does this show you about her faith?

•

What stuck out to you most in Mary’s hymn of praise? What is the Lord
trying to teach you about Himself through this hymn?

•

What amazing, praiseworthy things have you seen the Lord do in your
life? Take a moment to praise God for His power, provision, and holiness.

DAY TWELVE: Luke 1:68-80
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His
people and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David, as he spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old,
that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who
hate us; to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember His
holy covenant, the oath that He swore to our father Abraham, to grant
us that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve
Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him all our days. And
you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before
the Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people in
the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness
until the day of his public appearance to Israel.

•

What stuck out to you most in Zechariah’s hymn? What is the Lord trying
to teach you about Himself through this hymn?

•
•

What is it prophesied that John will do for the Lord?

What similarities do you see between Mary’s hymn of praise (Day 11) and
Zechariah’s hymn?

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
SCAVENGER HUNT

John 8:12

DAY THIRTEEN: Luke 2:1-5
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child.

•
•
•

Who was Caesar Augustus?
What did he require of the people?
What did this decree mean for Mary and Joseph?

DAY FOURTEEN: Luke 2:6-7
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths
and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

•

What happened to Mary while they were in Bethlehem? Where was
Jesus born and why?

•

What does this story teach you about God’s provision when things
don’t go as planned?

•

Has God ever provided everything you needed despite things not
going as planned? How can this story help you the next time you are
facing a situation that is not going as you thought it should?

DAY FIFTEEN: Luke 2:8-12
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with
great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.”

•

What kind of news did the angel share with the shepherds? Who was
the news for?

•

What sign would the Lord show the shepherds so they would know they
had found the Messiah?

•

Why do you think God chose to reveal the birth of His Son Jesus to the
shepherds first? What does this tell you about how God uses ordinary
people for His glory?

DAY SIXTEEN: Luke 2:13-14
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among those with whom He is pleased!”

•
•
•

What is a “heavenly host”? What were they doing?
What does the word “glory” mean? Who does all glory belong to?
How can your life bring glory to God? Take a moment now to praise
Him for all He has done and ask Him to help you share His glory with
others.

DAY SEVENTEEN: Luke 2:15-18
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told
them.

•
•

What was the shepherds’ response to their encounter with the angels?

•

How can you proclaim the Savior’s birth with others? Pray for the Lord
to give you an opportunity to share about Jesus’ birth with a friend,
family member, coworker, or even a stranger this Christmas.

After finding Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus, what did the shepherds do?
What can we learn from their actions?

DAY EIGHTEEN: Luke 2:19-20
But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.

•
•
•

What does it mean when the Bible says Mary “treasured up all these
things, pondering them in her heart”?
What treasure is stored up in your heart? What needs to change in
order to put God first in your life? (See Matthew 6:21)
What does it mean to ponder or meditate on something? What things
do you meditate on and what should you spend more time thinking
about?

DAY NINETEEN: Matthew 2:1-2
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is
He who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose
and have come to worship Him.”

•
•
•

Where did the wise men come from and who were they looking for?
Why were they looking for Jesus?
How do you seek after Jesus in your daily life? What can you do to spend
more time with Him each day?

DAY TWENTY: Matthew 2:3-6
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

•

King Herod was known as a cruel ruler who would kill anyone who was
a threat to his throne. Why do you think he and the rest of Jerusalem
reacted as they did upon hearing that the wise men were looking for
Jesus?

•
•

How did the chief priests and scribes know where Jesus was born?
What does the accuracy of the prophecy reveal about God and His
Word?

DAY TWENTY-ONE: Matthew 2:7-8
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found Him, bring
me word, that I too may come and worship Him.”

•

How did King Herod summon the wise men? Why would he do it in this
way?

•
•

What did King Herod instruct the wise men to do?
What did King Herod say he would do once the wise men found Jesus?
Based on what we know about King Herod, do you believe he is telling
the truth?

DAY TWENTY-TWO: Matthew 2:9-12
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star
that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest
over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child
with Mary His mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

•
•

How did the wise men feel when they saw the star? Why?

•

What happened when the wise men left Jesus? Has the Holy Spirit
ever led you to avoid a bad situation or helped you overcome
temptation?

What did they do and what did they give when they saw Jesus? How
do you worship Jesus? What do you give to Him that requires a
sacrifice?

DAY TWENTY-THREE: Galatians 4:4-7
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God
has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you
are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

•
•

Why did God send Jesus in human form?

•

As a son or daughter of Christ, what are we an heir to? Take a moment
to thank God for His great love, grace, and mercy toward us.

As a son or daughter of Christ, what are we no longer slaves to? Have
you asked Jesus to save you from your sin? If not, reach out to someone who could talk to you more about the Good News of Jesus. If you
are a believer, take a moment to praise God for your freedom, salvation, and redemption.

DAY TWENTY-FOUR: Isaiah 9:6-7
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and
over His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of
hosts will do this.

•

What four names were given to the child who would be born as
Messiah?

•

How have you experienced these attributes of Jesus in your life?
How can these attributes encourage and help you in times of trouble?

•

What does this passage tell you about God’s plans for Jesus?

DAY TWENTY-FIVE: John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

•

What has God taught you through this Family Advent Devotional?
Who are you going to share it with?

•

What is God calling you to do as a result of what you have learned?
What action steps do you need to take to follow Him?

•

Take a moment to give God glory and praise for all He has done and
for the miracle of His Son Jesus.
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