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The Plymouth Placard

Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC
916 West Prospect Road • Fort Collins, CO 80526
www.plymouthucc.org • 970-482-9212

Remember, if you miss a 
Sunday, you can listen to 
sermons online at www.
plymouthucc.org, or you 

can subscribe on iTunes and 
receive a podcast each week.

Worship for October

Sunday Worship during October at 9:00 am, 11:00 am and 6:00 
pm will celebrate our response to God’s love as we make our 
annual Stewardship Commitment.   A series of videos by Plymouth 
members, special speakers and sermons at the 9 am and 11 am 
services by Dr. Patterson on October 1 and 15 will highlight the 
Stewardship theme. On October 29, Dr. Patterson’s last Sunday, 
each service will celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation.  

With Christians around the globe, we will mark World Communion 
Sunday on October 1 at each service that day.  

Communion is also celebrated each Sunday at 9:00 am and at 
Plymouth’s creative and innovative 3.0 Sunday evening service 
at 6:00 pm.  Worship 3.0 melds jazz and other creative musical 
offerings in a welcoming informal environment.  

October 1  
Philippians 2:1-13
“One Miraculous Peach!”

October 8
Exodus 20:1-4,7-9,12-20
Reflections on the Commandments

October 15
Philippians 4:1-9
“The Gift of Gratitude”

October 22
II Corinthians 5:6-15
Encouraged by God’s Love

October 29
Matthew 22:34-46
Reformation @ 500 Sunday

October 2017
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From Hal’s Desk: Where Ron Is Sitting
Wow! What a welcome! Charnley and I are settled in and feeling very affirmed and engaged. Thank you for 
including us in so many ministry settings. Let me make a few observations:

You have an excellent staff that works hard on your behalf, and they work well together. While I have 
noticed some of the usual issues that challenge a working group, there is a basic trust level that enables 
the staff to cooperate and share with one another. In my brief time with you, I have witnessed a number of 
times when staff members helped one another accomplish the tasks that needed doing. While they each 
have clearly defined jobs, there is a wonderful sense that they are part of one team dedicated to serving 
Jesus and this amazing collection of disciples.

Your ministry teams are amazing. I had read about this model of ministry as a way to move beyond talk-
ing into action. The theory is that, instead of church leaders divided into committees of ‘permission givers,’ 
a ministry team model empowers mission by freeing members to follow their faith into action. And, while 
I confess that I am having a bit of trouble keeping up with all that is happening in the life of this congrega-
tion, I am excited by what I am experiencing and witnessing. One of the central affirmations of my life is 
that, if a local congregation gets the mission correct—engagement, caring, serving locally, nationally, and 
internationally---then everything else takes care of itself.

Your leaders are leading. So far I have attended a number of meetings here at Plymouth, and in each set-
ting I have experienced people engaged and attentive to the tasks at hand. I have sensed the presence of 
the Holy in each setting, as your leaders come together with a positive spirit and good intention to make 
decisions for the sake of your shared future.

You have a great worship life together. Early in my ministry I discovered that leading worship and wor-
shipping together involved a great deal more than assembling the pieces of some liturgical puzzle each 
week. I have never been able to define it exactly, but, when a congregation prays and sings together and 
becomes deeply involved in sharing and caring for one another, worship becomes a mystical experience for 
the preacher. This is what I have been feeling here, and I am thankful! Your music and your choir are out-
standing.

You have a vital program life! Your adult education program is outstanding, and Mark and others are com-
mitted to its expansion. It is a program that would make me want to join this congregation. Your youth and 
children’s educational programs make me happy that my grandchildren are involved. I am a church leader 
because of a program like the one your support is enabling. Children and young people ‘catch’ faith through 
love and acceptance, and that is happening here. Thank you, Mandy, and thank you to all involved.

Planned Giving is important. One of my interests is in planned giving because I have witnessed the dif-
ference a vital endowment program makes in a growing congregation. An endowment means that new 
programs have seed money and new mission ideas can get started sooner and that the changes that always 
seem to happen can be anticipated and creatively engaged. Planned giving means that one generation 
invests in the next and, in effect, plants trees whose shade they will not live to enjoy. You have a great group 
of people thinking about planned giving and, in my short time with you, I hope to work with them and 
learn from them.

So, I am here with you during the next several weeks. You can reach me on my cell at (239) 253-1512. I am 
‘half-time’, so I am most available Sunday-Wednesday, but anytime as I am needed. I am honored to serve! 
Your Senior Minister Hal has been a trusted colleague and friend for many years. It is my joy to be at his desk 
and to work with his beloved congregation!

With love,
Ron
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Staff Perspective: Rev. Dr. Mark Lee
For several years now, Plymouth has been fortunate to host our Visiting Scholar Program. This is an op-
portunity for us to work in depth with important voices who help us develop as progressive Christians. It is 
also an opportunity for Plymouth to provide a resource for others in our community, living out our vision of 
being a church where you don’t have to check your brain at the door.

This year we welcome Dr. Gerald West and his wife Rev. Beverly Haddad. They both teach at the University 
of KwaZulu-Natal in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. Dr. West’s specialty is Biblical studies, and Rev. Had-
dad, an Anglican priest, does significant work with battered women and HIV/AIDS communities. Both were 
involved in the struggle against apartheid in South Africa, finding ways to use Biblical stories to support 
people in their quest for liberation. They helped found the Ujamaa Center as a place to bring oppressed 
people together to read the Biblical texts and find ways to use those texts to address contemporary issues.

They will be here the weekend of November 3-5: a lecture Friday evening, workshops Saturday, a Forum 
Sunday, a sermon at the 3.0 service, and a special encore program at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday Nov. 9. Full 
schedule and registration details are in the flyer in this issue of the Placard, or online at https://geraldwest.
eventbrite.com .

I heard Dr. West several years ago at New York’s Trinity Wall Street Episcopal Church at a conference on 
“Reading the Scripture through Other’s Eyes.” I had gone to hear headliner Walter Brueggemann (who was 
awesome), but it was Dr. West who knocked me off my feet. I had never heard of him; he was in the US for 
a year as a visiting professor at the UCC affiliated Pacific School of Religion. His teaching style is very in-
ductive, and within a very few minutes he had that entire giant church buzzing with small groups turned 
together in the pews to talk about relatively obscure Biblical texts. It was after the groups reported their 
discussions back and he had covered a white board with their observations, that he then started explaining 
his method of “Contextual Bible Study.” And he was leading us to crack open the texts for Aha! moments.

Contextual Bible Study is an approach to Biblical texts that uses modern scholarship to frame a text, but, 
more importantly, uses the real-life experience of people as the starting place to ask questions of a text. 
Who we are and the questions we bring to a text shape what we find there. This is true, not only of individu-
als, but of communities. So, for examples, a community where many are day-laborers may have quite dif-
ferent insights into the Parable of the Vineyard Workers (Matthew 20:1-16) than a community of managers 
looking at the very same text. One reading is not more “right” than another – but it may be more relevant 
for one or another as they make sense of their lives in light of Jesus’ vision of God’s realm.

Gerald and Beverly will help us raise questions rooted in our own social location. What is Good News for 
middle-class Americans who are both oppressed by and benefit from our social system? How do we bring 
the Bible from being something about people and places way-back-when to being a living document illu-
minating our real lives here in Fort Collins? It will be an exciting exploration!

Finally, I’d like to invite you to help with the myriad logistics of this program. People come from other 
churches; we need to greet them, check them in and make them welcome. Social time lubricates the be-
tween-the-time discussions between people; we need cookie bakers, social hosts, and a clean-up crew. We 
offer our community a high-quality, well-organized opportunity for spiritual growth; we have administra-
tive roles in the weeks between now and then to handle registration, further publicity, and prepare hand-
out packets. To assist in any of these ways, use the sign-up sheets on the Adult Ed table or see me (mark@
plymouthucc.org) or the program Ministry Team leader, Tiffany Ayraud (tdayraud@comcast.net).

Peace,
Rev. Dr. Mark Lee
Director of Christian Formation for Adults
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Income:
Income for July 2017:   $66,548.87
Budgeted Income for June 2017:   $67,608.09
Income YTD:   $599,668.27
Budgeted Income YTD:  $ 540,864.72

Expenses:
Expenses for July 2017:    $58,933.43
Budgeted Expenses for June 2017:   $59,753.50
Expenses YTD:  $507,443.80
Budgeted Expenses YTD:  $561,166.02

Respectfully Submitted,
Sharyl Haas, Treasurer

Treasurer's Report

Leadership Council News
October is upon us, and there are many activities for our members and friends to be in-
volved in here at Plymouth. One change you will notice is that the Stewardship campaign 
has been moved up in the calendar year. We are asking that pledges be made by October 
22nd. This earlier deadline accomplishes a couple goals. It gives the Budget and Finance 
Committee adequate time to create the 2018 budget, and it takes the Stewardship cam-
paign away from the holiday season when we all have other concerns on our minds. 

This is also the time of year that we are seeking members for next year’s boards and com-
mittees. The Nominating Committee, as well as the Leadership Council, will be recruiting 
new members. Please consider serving the church in this capacity. We are not looking for 
experts; we are looking for people who care and want to help make a difference.

In September, Plymouth kicked off its effort to better serve our college-aged residents. This 
program will continue, and we are asking for your help in making these folks feel welcomed 
when they enter our church. We are also asking that you invite those young folks to our ser-
vices, educational events, and social gatherings. Remember how stressful this period was in 
your life! Let’s reach out and give these people a safe and progressive community to thrive 
in!

Speaking of safe places, the Immigration Ministry Team will host a forum on the idea of af-
firming Plymouth Congregational Church as an “Immigrant Welcoming Congregation.” Plan 
to attend the October 1st Forum to learn what this means for our church.  

As the buildings around us continue to rise, so will Plymouth’s impact on Fort Collins!

Bob Sturtevant, Moderator; Diane Stober, Vice Moderator; Sharyl Haas, Treasurer; Mary 
Freese, Clerk; Nic Redavid, Barry Beaty, Linda Preston, Elaine Kim, and Marilu Theodore, 
Members at Large; Ron Patterson, Interim Senior Minister.
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Deacon's Bench
I have been studying Celtic Christianity with the Tuesday morning group for several years and have 
learned about the concepts of God’s “little book” (the Gospels) and “big book” (God’s creation).  
Whenever Tom and I are out of town, and unable to attend a Sunday service at Plymouth, I try to 
spend time worshipping in the “big book.”  The last week in June we spent six days camping and 
hiking in South Dakota and Wyoming, which gave me days to enjoy and worship in God’s creation.

Black Elk Peak, formerly known as Harney Peak, at 7242 feet is the highest mountain east of the 
Rockies and west of the Pyrenees in France, according to the brochure published by Custer State 
Park in South Dakota.  This is where the Lakota Sioux holy man, Black Elk, received a vision in the 
1870s, and many tribes consider it to be a holy place.  As we climbed the trail, I thought of the holy 
places that our recent pilgrims to Scotland visited and, in my mind, I connected their journey to 
Celtic sites with my journey up this mountain revered by Native Americans for so many genera-
tions.  Prayer flags recently tied to trees at the summit by Native Americans testified to their ongo-
ing connection with this mountain. I knew and could feel that others had recently worshipped 
here.

A few days later, one early morning we hiked around Devil’s Tower in Wyoming, and once again 
prayer flags and prayer bundles were in evidence.  The summer solstice (which was only the week 
before our hike) is a sacred time for Native Americans to visit the tower, to pray, and to place their 
visible symbols of prayers offered to the Creator. Colorful cloths of red, white, green, yellow, blue 
and black were tied to trees all around the tower. This time, the prayer cloths brought to my mind 
the candles lit in the Catholic cathedrals we had visited in Spain in May.

However or wherever you offer prayers to our Creator, may you feel a connection to people of all 
faiths, in all places and all times.   May your prayers be offered in reverence and hope.  May your 
prayers help sustain your belief that God is truly with us in both the big book and the little book.  
Blessings,

Karen Guter

P.S. New seekers are always welcome at the Celtic Christianity groups that meet on Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings!

What ministries at Plymouth are energizing and exciting to you? Are you drawn to serve on one of 
our boards? Boards include:
- Christian Formation
- Congregational Life
- Deacons
- Outreach & Mission
- Stewardship
- Trustees
The nominating committee is accepting self-nominations for these key positions in the impact 
Plymouth has in our world.  Please contact us to nominate yourself or for more information.
Caryl Beaty, carylb8y@gmail.com - 970-493-6843
Anne Jordan, annedjordan@gmail.com - 970-227-3384

Nominating Committee
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God Sightings: This year we are trying something new with 
our Preschool “Sprouts” Sunday School Class. Each week, 
we try to go beyond "learning about God" to "experienc-
ing God" with our three and four year olds. I have had the 
pleasure of teaching the first few classes, and I am amazed 
at the spiritual life of our young ones. We take time at the 
end of the class to bless each child by making a cross on 
their hand and telling each person ‘you are a blessing.’ This 
simple ritual has grown into something truly special, as they 
have begun blessing our teachers, each other, and their 
family members. God is working through Sprouts, and I am 
so excited to see where the Holy Spirit will lead us next.

Thank You: Last month, through your generous support, we were able to raise over $1100 
at the Car Wash for our youth mission experiences. We are blown away by your generosity! 
The retreat ministries and mission experiences that this money goes towards can be trans-
formative to the faith journey of a teen. Going on retreat is an ancient spiritual practice that 
continues to be meaningful in today's busy world. God shows up and makes herself known 
to us in profound ways when we are not distracted by everyday life. I encourage you to ask 
one of the youth who have been to La Foret, National Youth Event (NYE), or Rosebud Reser-
vation how they saw God on their trip. You will be inspired.

Theme of the Month:

Sprouts - Stories of Moses

Kids’ Club - Christian Values

Club 45 - Faith in other Countries and Peace Cranes

Middle School - Character

High School - Mission with our Elders

Looking Ahead:

Oct. 8: Club 45 Peace Cranes

Oct. 15: Registration Deadline for Front Range Youth Event to Haunted Corn Maze

Oct 20: Registration Deadline for Fall Youth Retreat to La Foret

Oct 22: FRYE to Haunted Corn Maze

Nov 3-5: Fall Youth Retreat to La Foret

Nov 5-19: Club 45 will be collecting supplies for Blessing Bags for our Homeless Neighbors

Christian Formation - Youth & Children’s Ministry
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Christian Formation - Adult Education - Forums
(Meets in the Forum Room at 10:00 a.m., down the west hallway through the art gallery)

October 1: Becoming an Immigrant Welcoming Church. Many people feel and believe there is a 
“crisis” for immigrants: the recent rescinding of DACA, and forced deportations separating families 
and rising fear within the immigrant community over the future. Plymouth seeks to respond to 
the crisis by “accompanying” immigrants through offering support, hope, and compassion. Forum 
participants will have an orientation to the UCC process of “Becoming an Immigrant Welcoming 
Church.” A draft “Welcoming Statement” for Plymouth will be shared as the next step in our dia-
logue leading toward consideration at January's Annual Meeting. This special Forum combines the 
Forum and is the first of a follow-up Study Group (see below).

October 8: Suicide in Teens: Dispelling the Myths, led by Chelsea Kline. Teen suicide in Colorado 
has spiked in the past two years, and, with the release of the show “13 Reasons Why,” more people 
have been wondering about the facts and the risk factors of this alarming occurrence. Myths 
around teen suicide can often get in the way of prevention and intervention efforts. By removing 
the myths and discussing the facts and implications, parents, professionals who work with teens, 
and community members can better recognize those who are at risk and provide the help and 
support that is needed. Chelsea Kline recently graduated from Colorado State University with a 
Master of Science in human development and family studies with a specialization in marriage and 
family therapy and works with youth and families who have endured high-level complex trauma.

October 15: Candidate Forum - Poudre School Board. Mail in ballots are coming out for the 
Poudre School District School Board, and there are four positions up for election, one of which is 
contested. We have invited them all to come share their credentials and vision for this important 
work in a moderated forum. Come prepared to write questions to be posed to the candidates.

October 22: Let's Make Fort Collins a Gigabit City! One of the issues on the upcoming Fort Col-
lins city ballot is a proposal to develop a community-wide broadband access system. Tim Tillson, 
who is co-leading the Fort Collins Citizens Broadband Committee, will present on this important 
community issue.

October 29: The Continued Challenge our Community Faces: Gaps in Critical Mental Health 
Services. In November 2016, a failed ballot measure to fund mental health services brought to 
light a critical community call to action: more knowledge, broader communication and county-
wide involvement surrounding mental health services are needed to develop solutions to this 
growing community challenge. Mental health is not an easy fix but a complex social problem, 
and long-term solutions require steadfast determination. Facilitated by Laurie Stolen, Behavioral 
Health Project Director for Larimer County.

November 5 (10:20-10:50 a.m.): Contextual Bible Study as a Spiritual Discipline. Led by our 
2017 Visiting Scholar Dr. Gerald West, this short Forum will explore how this type of Bible study can 
become part of our regular spiritual discipline. You need not have attended the weekend’s earlier 
Visiting Scholar programs to benefit from this session. Grab a piece of pie from Congregational 
Life’s Pie Potluck, and bring it to join us in the Forum Room.
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Boards and Ministry Teams - Neighbors In Need
Protect the Sacred: In a Just World, Clean Water is Life

Sunday, Oct 1, Plymouth will be celebrating World Communion Sunday and receiving this year’s 
Neighbors In Need Offering.  Christians all over the world will be taking communion in solidarity 
that day, and, along with other UCC churches, we will take a collection to support our denomina-
tion’s Council for American Indian Ministries and  the Justice and Peace Action Network.   Here at 
Plymouth we have an active Immigrant Ministry Team that works on peace and justice issues.  We 
have youth who worked on the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota this summer to serve the 
Lakota people.  Projects like these are what the UCC funds through the monies given yearly in the 
Neighbors In Need Offering.

The theme of Neighbors In Need this year is “Protect the Sacred: In a Just World, Clean Water is 
Life.”  In Colorado the importance of clean water is something we all can understand, and, as Chris-
tians, connect the need for clean water to the sacred and justice.  The UCC will award NIN grants 
that support environmental justice, economic justice and the rights and freedoms of all persons.  
Please be a part of that effort with your donations to Neighbors In Need on Oct. 1.  The UCC 
will distribute our money carefully to those Native  Americans and others most vulnerable in our 
world.  Your prayers, your donations, and your efforts for these projects will be most appreciated.

Karen Guter

Christian Formation - Adult Education - Study Groups
Ongoing Immigration Discussions. Following up on the Forum on October 1, subsequent Sun-
days will address specific aspects of the issue: Stories of deportation, by local author Laura Resau 
(10/8); Reflections from Fuerza Latina Immigrant Helpline Volunteers (10/15); The Interfaith Sanc-
tuary and Accompaniment Coalition, by retired Mennonite pastor Steve Goering (10/22); and 
Daring to DREAM: DACA, Dreamers, and the Student Experience. Facilitated by the Immigration 
Ministry Team. Meets in the Fireside Room.

Growing your spiritual financial life. These sessions include practices for grateful living and giv-
ing, creating wise financial habits, managing personal finances, and preparing for retirement. This 
program to help understand your financial life will include a financial planner, a banker, an accoun-
tant, and Plymouth members. Facilitated by the Stewardship Board, meets in the Fireside Room on 
October 1 and the Conference Room the rest of the month.

Lenten Devotional Book for 2018
Plymouth has not had our own Lenten Devotional Book since 2005, and we plan to have one for 
the congregation this coming Easter season. 

If you have an interest in providing a devotional, you will receive a choice of Bible readings and 
will write a devotional that connects to your “Bible” reading of choice. That contribution could be a 
story, poem, prayer, etc.

Please contact Anna Olsen (alowaterboy@bajabb.com or 224-9723) or Marty Marsh (martym-
marsh13@gmail.com or 223-8183) with questions or to volunteer to participate. 
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GRATEFUL LIVING AND GIVING 
 

SPONSORED BY PLYMOUTH STEWARDSHIP 
Sundays in October, 10-10:55 a.m. 

Oct 1,   Living Wi$ely Part 1, David L Petersen, PhD  
David taught Old Testament at Emory University and helped create 
the investment committee for his professional society.  At Plymouth, 
he has served as Stewardship chair and is now a member of Planned 
Giving.  He will address managing personal finances and creating 
basic budgeting principles that help people meet their financial goals. 

Oct 8,  Gratefulness:  A Divine Tool for Self Awareness, Dr. Christine 
O’Brien, DO 
Christine is Coordinator of Contemplative Outreach of Northern 
Colorado. She is a family doctor at the Fort Collins VA Medical Center 
where she works to empower veterans in whole person self care. She 
will integrate the notion of Gratitude as a path to joy and self healing. 

Oct 15,  Living Wi$ely Part 2,  Irene Wherritt, PhD 
Irene taught linguistics and languages at the University of Iowa. She is 
the current Stewardship chair and has a passion for living with sacred 
purpose. She will continue ideas begun in Part 1, especially building 
financial habits for a more secure future and the consequences of and 
elimination of debt.   

Oct 22,  Physical, Emotional, Spiritual: Challenges of Rightsizing, 
Dave Bohling, PhD and Harmony Tucker, PhD  
Harmony and Dave, Plymouth members,  have both energized their 
lives through a detailed process of letting go of their material 
possessions.  Dave works with students and faculty at the UWO in all 
areas of entrepreneurship.  Harmony teaches chemistry at CSU.  At 
Plymouth she does Kid’s Club and plays violin for services.   

Oct 29, Mindfulness: Stewardship of our Energy, Dr. Jan Latona                                   
Jan is a retired Clinical Psychologist with extensive training in 
mindfulness meditation.  She leads classes in Nature Journaling for all 
ages as a Master Naturalist with Ft. Collins Natural Areas program.  
Nature journaling increases our appreciation of our world and slows 
our busy brains. This appreciation often opens the path to becoming 
better stewards of the world. 
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Archway Housing & Services, Inc
2017 Annual Fund Raiser 

Proceeds will go to 

Support Archway’s Family Services Program 
 

Archway Housing is a non-profit ministry of the United Church of 
Christ, which provides affordable housing and social services to 

families and individuals along the Front Range of Colorado.  

 

"Oh, the thinks you can think" when Dr. Seuss' best-loved characters collide and cavort in an unforgettable 

musical caper!   

Now one of the most performed shows in America, Seussical is a fantastical, magical, musical extravaganza! 

 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017
SPONSOR Reception at 6:00 p.m.

Performance at 7:30 p.m. 
 

We are seeking SPONSORS to support our event 
 

SPONSOR Levels 
$5,000.00 - Fifteen (15) Tickets  $1500.00 – Eight (8) Tickets 

$2,500.00 - Ten (10) Tickets   $1,000.00 - Six (6) Tickets 
$500.00 – Four (4) Tickets 

 

Ticket Prices 
$90.00 - Two (2) Tickets      $50.00 - One (1) Ticket 

 

For More Information CONTACT Yvonne Monson at: yvonnem@archwayhousing.org 
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Be a Part of a Sharing Tradition of Sixteen Years.

Sunday, November 19, 2017
8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

Please join us in supporting these many vendors and possibly more:

Heifer Project
Africa Bags – Malawi Self Sufficiency
Ten Thousand Villages
Murulle Foundation-Ethiopia Community Project
PCC Youth
Fair Trade Coffee, etc.
Palestinian Children greeting cards (Rawdat School)
Lango School, Ethiopia
Church World Services
Samburu Youth Education Fund
H.E.L.P. International
Friendship Bridge
U Count
Into Your Hands

Once again, we will be using the credit card machine, but cash or checks are 
greatly accepted.  We look forward to another successful year helping others.  

See you all there.

Eva Wallace
AGF Facilitators
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On October 8th, following the 11:00 a.m. service at noon, meet on the north steps outside of 
the Fellowship Hall for our Blessing of the Animals of 2017! This recent tradition at Plymouth has 
grown every year with more and more of us bringing our friendly pets to Plymouth for a bless-
ing from the ministers and a brief time of song and prayer. All social animals are welcome in 
person, or come with the memory, idea, or a picture of your goldfish, horse, or other harder to 
move or less social pet for a blessing and/ or remembrance. Email Ron, Jake, or Jane Anne with 
questions. 

Blessing our Pets  - Oct 8th at Noon
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Fellowship & Small Groups

Fellowship of the Grape:

Fellowship of the Grape will be at the home of Bill and Claudia DeMar-
co, 913 Kimball Road FC, 80521, on Friday, Oct. 27 at 6 p.m.  Please 
bring wine and an appetizer to share, along with the spirit of Fellow-
ship.  Age 21 and over.  Cheers!

Wholeness Prayer Group:

If you are hurting a little bit, a little worried about a family member or friend, seeking spiri-
tual growth, or seeking support, join us. Our gatherings go something like this:

Centering silence and sharing of concerns; discussion and meditation on assigned read-
ings; prayer for wholeness in self, in family, each other, church, and the world.

There is opportunity for closeness and support, rest and restoration in the comfort of a 
group of very caring church members. We meet twice a month, the 2nd and 4th Mondays 
through the school year. Contact Jean Preslan, jdpreslan@comcast.net

Seekers group meets on Wednesdays from 1-2 p.m. in the Fireside Room to explore how 
we can live our faith more deeply.  Leadership is rotated among the participants.  We wel-
come new participants as we begin the study of our new book, Learning to Fall: The Bless-
ings of an Imperfect Life by Philip Simmons.  For more information, contact Pat Slentz or 
Nancy Bryan.

Centering Prayer group meets Mondays from noon - 1 p.m. for group silence followed by 
contemplative discussion.  This group is ecumenical and open to anyone seeking commu-
nity in this form of contemplative prayer.  For more information, contact Irene Wherritt or 
Pat Slentz.

Celtic II group meets on Tuesdays from 9 - 10:00 a.m. to explore and enrich our faith 
in the context of Celtic Spirituality. We welcome new participants as we begin the study 
of our new book Backpacking with the Saints: Wilderness Hiking as Spiritual Practice by 
Belden Lane. For more information, contact Fran Milde, Karen Guter, Claudia DeMarco or 
Pat Slentz.

Plymouth Mens' Fellowship:

The Plymouth Men's Fellowship (PMF) next meeting is the October 27-29 Men's  Retreat 
whose main topic will be Immigration; Becoming an Immigration Welcoming Church. 
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Announcements
Heritage Potluck and Bingo

October 13th at 5:30 we are going to have a special intergenerational potluck.  The theme 
for this is HERITAGE. I am sure that there is something that reminds you of your youth,  
those family dinners where all of the aunts, uncles, grandparents and families gathered 
or a special recipe that has been handed down through the family. Following the potluck, 
we are going to have a BINGO evening. We hope to have a full house for this fun evening. 
Questions: Call Kathee Houser at (928) 600-4610. 

Dinners for Seven

It is time for the sign up for our annual DINNERS FOR SEVEN. This fun event is a time to get 
to know each other better.   Purely social! Groups of seven will be organized and over the 
next few months will have a meal together. The meal can be dinner, brunch, lunch what-
ever you choose. There will be sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.

Questions: Call Kathee Houser (928) 600-4610

Fall Clean Up Day

The Fall Clean Up Day will be on Saturday, November 11, 8:00 a.m. to noon.

Mark the date and please come join the fellowship and help spruce up Plymouth’s grounds.

Intergenerational Hike

Intergenerational hike on Saturday, October 21 will be in the Fort Collins Natural Area 
Bobcat Ridge, as our original plan to hike the North Fork of the Big Thompson cannot be 
reached with US 34 closed. We'll loop around Bobcat Ridge on the Valley Loop Trail. Our 
hike will be about 4 miles. Unfortunately, no dogs are allowed in Bobcat Ridge. We will 
meet at Plymouth at 9 a.m. 

RSVP or questions by Thursday, October 19 to medlock.james@gmail.doc. 
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Church Staff
Hal Chorpenning
Senior Minister
hal@plymouthucc.org

Ron Patterson
Interim Senior Minister
ron@plymouthucc.org

Jake Joseph
Associate Minister
jake@plymouthucc.org

Jane Anne Ferguson
Acting Associate Minister
janeanne@plymouthucc.org

Mark Heiskanen
Director of Music/Organist
music@plymouthucc.org

Mandy Hall
Director of Christian Formation 
(Children & Youth)
mandy@plymouthucc.org

Mark Lee
Director of Christian Formation 
(Adults)
mark@plymouthucc.org

Barbara Gregory
Office Manager
barbara@plymouthucc.org

Andrew Bondi
IT / Comm. Coordinator
andrew@plymouthucc.org

Jenn Conway & Johnny Wieda
Sextons
sexton@plymouthucc.org

Marty Marsh
Placard Editor

REMEMBER THAT YOU MAY CALL A PASTOR 

(HAL, JAKE OR JANE ANNE) ANY TIME YOU 

ARE UNEXPECTEDLY HOSPITALIZED OR JUST 

NEED A VISIT OR PRAYER—IF WE ARE ABLE 

TO BE THERE, WE ARE BLESSED TO MAKE 

A VISIT. PLYMOUTH’S SUPPORT VISITORS 

AND CALLING & CARING VISITORS ALSO 

MAKE PERIODIC VISITS WITH MEMBERS 

AND FRIENDS. CONTACT PARISHVISITOR@

PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG IF YOU’D LIKE TO SET 

UP A VISITOR.

Plymouth Congregational 
United Church of Christ
An Open and Affirming congregation 
Gathered in 1903
www.plymouthucc.org 
(970) 482-9212

LOOKING FOR THE 
CALENDAR? PLEASE VIEW IT 
ON OUR WEBSITE @ WWW.

PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG 
AND CLICK ON “CALENDAR.”
Placard deadline is the 15th of the 
month (unless otherwise noted in 

bulletin inserts). Please include 
"Placard" in the email subject and 

any pictures you would like as 
attachments. 

PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep the following members and friends of 
Plymouth in prayer:

Recently in the Hospital:
• Marilu Theodore
• Michael Bertoni
• Lory Clukey
• John Lathrop

Our Sympathy is with:
• Bobbi Hargleroad & family on the death of Buzz
• Vicki Thompson & family on the death of her 

brother-in-law
• Liam Jette & family on the death of his grandfather

Prayers of Thanksgiving:
• Meghan & Jordan Suter on the birth of their twin 

daughters, Brynn & Claire
• Andrea & Aaron Shulski on the birth of their son,

Jacob

Please also pray for all people with cancer and their 
caregivers.

Prayer Concerns
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