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Remember, if you miss a 
Sunday, you can listen to 
sermons online at www.
plymouthucc.org, or you 
can subscribe on iTunes and 
receive a podcast each week.

Worship for March

This month, we allow the season of Lent to soak into our 
souls. With all of the political upheaval, it is important to have 
a space to nurture your soul, so please remember to tend to 
your spirit through worship.  

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which this year falls on 
March 1, so be sure to join us for a soup supper at 6:15 P.M. 
and a service at 7:00 P.M. (Children are welcome to attend 
the service!) We are also holding one special Lenten evening 
service designed to be a time for you to unplug from the 
news and connect with the sacred: 7:00 P.M. on Thursday, 
March 16.
Other services are at 9:00, 11:00, and 6:00 each Sunday.

March 1, Ash Wednesday
Simple soup supper at 6:15 P.M., worship at 7:00 P.M.
Be sure to join us for a service to slow down and deepen your 
spirituality. It is a time to acknowledge who and whose we 
are.

March 5
Matthew 4.1–11
Wilderness Journey

March 12
John 3.1–17
Born from Above

March 16, Special Lenten Evening Service7:00 P.M. 
Come and connect with the sacred in this quiet service of 
prayer and music.

March 19
John 4. 5–42
Living Water

March 26
John 9.1-41
How Blind Are You?

Please remember that if you are able-bodied, we invite you to 
park at the Islamic Center on Lake Street for Sunday morning 
worship. And, if you are looking for a more informal worship 
experience, give Plymouth 3.0 a try! It’s at 6:00 P.M. each 
Sunday.

March 2017
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From Hal’s Desk
What We Learned from You (and John Wimberley)

 As you undoubtedly know, John Wimberley from Congregational Consulting Group was with 
us for a long weekend beginning February 11. The Leadership Council invited John to spend time 
with us for several reasons: 1) to see how our governance system is working, now that it has been 
in place for four years; 2) to help identify strategic priorities for Plymouth; 3) to help us find effective 
ways to engage volunteers.
 The Leadership Council will receive a final report from John, but he did share the results of a 
workshop with members of our boards, staff, and Leadership Council. 
 The question John posed for us is “What is the most important thing for Plymouth to do 
now?” After meeting in small groups around tables, each group reported back to all those gathered. 
All told, 17 suggestions were recorded, and some clusters formed around a few areas.
 At its February meeting, the new Leadership Council you elected in January spent time 
evaluating and appraising the 17 suggestions (and clustering several of them together) to come up 
with four goals with strategies. Here is the direction your Council is heading…though not as a “honey-
do list” for Council, but rather for the congregation as a whole.

1. Outreach to CSU
• form a new fellowship group for CSU students
• develop outreach/marketing to CSU students
• offer service project opportunities for CSU students
• re-brand the Lake Street side of our building to appeal to CSU
• bring in speakers of interest to CSU community
• hold focus groups with students where they live/visit/eat

2. Use technology to increase efficiency of teams, boards, council (incl. website)
3. Do a needs assessment regarding a volunteer coordinator
4. Design and hold a lay leadership development event

 It is going to be exciting to see how these areas develop. But the Leadership Council cannot 
do it all alone, nor can your staff. So, when ministry teams begin to form around some of the above 
areas, please consider saying yes! and sharing your own expertise and passion.
 One of the keys in Wimberly’s view is the effective use of teams. In meeting with our staff, he 
shared five points about teams…think about this if you are considering forming or working with a 
ministry team! Here are six keys to effective teams:

1. Clarity of charge. What are they supposed to do?
2. What skill set is needed to succeed? Be selective and ask the right people with the 
right skills to participate.
3. The optimal size of a team is 5 to 7 people.
4. Let teams develop their own leadership model. Either designate the leader or let 
them choose.
5. Set the lifespan of a team (i.e., not forever!).
6. If someone is a lone ranger, find them a lone-ranger task…don’t ask them to be on a 
team.

You’ll hear more when we receive John’s final report, but until then, I invite you to wonder about 
the four strategic priorities…bring them into your prayer life and think about how you want to 
contribute. Thanks for being part of this dynamic congregation!
Shalom!
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“The Fierce Urgency of Now”

 It was the day after a hard-fought election.  It was the first time I’d been politically involved 
beyond voting.  There had been meetings, phone calling, and literature distribution.  The polls 
showed that we would win.  Then, on election night, the results came in:  And we had lost.  
 Tears flowed, anger arose, and people marched on the state capitol.  Many meetings were 
held.  Organizations were founded.  Songs were written.  The community was never the same 
again!
 This is my memory…. Not of the most recent presidential election, but of 1992’s Amend-
ment 2 initiative. It was one of the first of a wave of anti-gay ballots, riding a social wave of AIDS 
hysteria, and backlash against early gay rights laws.  It was there I cut my political teeth in that 
campaign, but more importantly, in the work that came after.  Following the defeat, people cried 
out, “Do Something!”  And while the election could not be overturned, people turned their fear 
and anger into positive work. Existing LGBTQ organizations like PFLAG, SOGLBT and MCC grew. 
New ones developed such as the Lambda Center, Rainbow Chorus, and the CSU Pride Office. At a 
state level, predecessors to One Colorado developed. The right-wing organizations that brought 
Amendment 2 had no clue of the Queer power they had unwittingly unleashed. It was a stun-
ning, heady, powerful time. God’s time. A Kairos time.
 Sometimes time flows on placidly, as the clock turns on its dial, “Chronos” time.  But, other 
times turn the world on its heels – this is Kairos, time as reckoned by its significance before God:  
Seven days of creation, 40 years in the desert, seven year’s famine, 40 years to Jubilee, three days 
in the tomb – Biblical Kairos.  Dec. 7, 1941 (Pearl Harbor); Aug 6, 1945 (Hiroshima); Dec. 5, 1959 
(my birth!); August 28, 1964 (March on Washington); Oct. 6, 1998 (Matthew Shepard’s attack); 
Sept. 11, 1991 (World Trade Center attack) – Kairos many of us have seen.
 Many of us believe that we are now living in a new Kairos: Nov. 8, 2016, is a watershed. 
Often we only see Kairos in hindsight; that is how I was with Amendment 2. At first I didn’t under-
stand how important it was going to be and only later connected with the divine flow of events. 
Other times, you know that the world will not be the same again.  Like now.
 Plymouth is here for “such a time as this” (Mordecai saw Esther’s ascension to the throne 
as a Kairo, to save her people, Esther 4:14).  Martin Luther King spoke of the “fierce urgency of 
now.”  To the cry, “Do something!” people are responding.  Some are marching.  Some are knitting 
hats.  Some call Congress.  Some create posters.  Some discern real from fake news.  Some go to 
Standing Rock.  Some run for office.  Some even are making plans to go to jail.  And in every case, 
people are talking, sharing what is important, how their values, how their faith inform their feel-
ings, thoughts, and actions.  God calls us “to such a time as this.”  Surf the wave!   God promises

‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
   and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’

See, now is the acceptable time; 
See, now is the day of salvation!   (2 Cor. 6:2)

Rev. Dr. Mark Lee
Director of Christian Formation (Adults)

Staff Perspective: Rev. Dr Mark Lee
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Treasurer's Report

Treasurer’s Report for January 2017:
Cash Position:
Checking Account:  $198,649.19
Money Market Account:  $79,754.79
Total Cash Position:  $278,403.98
Income:
Income for January 2017:  $131,940.93
Budgeted Income for January 2017:  $67,608.09
Income YTD:  $131,940.93
Budgeted Income YTD: $67,608.09
Expenses:
Expenses for January 2017:   $60,763.13
Budgeted Expenses for January 2017:  $82,078.04
Expenses YTD: $60,763.13
Budgeted Expenses YTD: $82,078.04

Respectfully Submitted by Sharyl Haas, Treasurer

Leadership Council News
 We just concluded a weekend with John Wimberly, taking a look at our strategic direction and 
developing strategies to move forward. It was encouraging to hear from John that Plymouth is doing 
great in many of our pursuits. However, being a consultant whose job it is to give advice, he wasn't 
bashful in giving us some pointers.  Council is taking these recommendations, prioritizing them, and 
developing strategies to improve the church's effectiveness.
 One of the areas he emphasized is the fact that all the growth occurring around us is a great op-
portunity to better serve the students and staff at Colorado State University.  This is a direction in which 
we want to build capacity, starting now. Hal and Jake will take the lead at the staff level, Nic Redavid will 
be the Council representative and we hope others will join the Progressive Evangelism Committee to 
work on this exciting venture.
 Did you know that this year's program theme is "Inviting?" We ask the various boards, ministry 
teams, and individual members to ponder the importance of this word and how we all can be more 
inviting as a congregation.  In the past we've used the phrase: "Extravagant Welcome."  Do we extend 
such a welcome to our neighbors, our community, the stranger who walks in our door? How can we do 
a better job of inviting?
 A member made the comment during the Wimberly session that she didn't know who was on 
the Leadership Council. From now on, the members will be listed at the end of this article. All you need 
to do is find a recent copy of the Placard to find our names.  We invite you to share your thoughts with 
us!

Bob Sturtevant, Moderator; Diane Stober, Vice Moderator; Sharyl Haas, Treasurer; Mary Freese, Clerk; Nic 
Redavid, Barry Beaty, Linda Preston, Elaine Kim, and Marilu Theodore, Members at Large;  Hal Chorpen-
ning, Senior Minister.
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Boards and Ministry Teams-Adult Education

Study Groups.  

February 27 – April 9 (7 weeks)

“Faith in the Face of Empire:  The Bible through Palestinian Eyes,” by 
Mitri Raheb.  Bethlehem born Palestinian Lutheran pastor Mitri Raheb 
explores how successions of “Empire” – Roman, Byzantine, Arab, Mam-
eluke, Ottoman, British and now the Israeli occupation – have shaped 
the theology and spirituality of the natives of the Holy Land. While the 
current situation between Israelis and Palestinians is an unavoidable 
context for theological inquiry, he seeks to transcend immediate poli-
tics and provide others, who may be dealing with their own empires 
and oppressions, tools to thrive faithfully.  Facilitated by the Rev. Ruth 
Billington, in the Fireside Room.

“Breathing Under Water: Spirituality and the 12 Steps,” by Richard 
Rohr.  We are all addicted in some way, if not to substances and pro-
cesses, to the illusions we nurture about life.  "Spirituality is perhaps 
an ill-chosen word in this book's subtitle, given that Rohr's charac-
terization of Christianity is (and always has been) relentlessly incar-
national. Here his identification of the Gospel with the core tenets of 
Alcoholics Anonymous underscores how redemption comes to us 
in and through the messes we make of our lives, not despite them. 
Anyone with first- or even secondhand knowledge of the Twelve Steps 
can attest to the unsettling challenges they present to safe, respect-
able, middle-class Christianity. Rohr says, “When the churches forget 
their own Gospel message, the Holy Spirit sneaks in through the ducts 
and air vents. AA meetings have been very good ductwork, allowing 
fresh air both in and out of many musty and mildewed churches.” — 
The Christian Century” Facilitated by Vicki Johnson in the North Adult 
Ed room.

Watch this Space!

Watch for another elective adult education opportunity to be offered starting in April and running to the 
end of the program year in May.  We are aiming for Thursday evening, during the Middle School Youth 
Group, with an off-site location.  This way middle-school parents can have something to do, adult con-
versation, and maybe an adult beverage --- and interact with others from the church around topics of 
interest!  

We are tentatively going to use UCC writer Emily Heath’s “Glorify: Reclaiming the Heart of Progressive 
Christianity.”  Raised a “none” (as in “no religious preference”), Heath examines ways the “spiritual, but 
not religious,” can find connection and meaning through “progressive” Christian spirituality.  How do we 
build a vibrant faith that attracts the secular people around us, at work, in the community, and on cam-
pus?
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Boards and Ministry Teams-Adult Education cont.

Forums
Forums are 10:00 – 10:50 A.M. in the Forum room

(west down the art gallery from the Fellowship Hall).
March Forums explore connecting political action and faith in our significantly transformed, national political 
context.

Mar. 5:  “The  Fierce Urgency of Now.”  In the wake of a landmark Presidential election, a new wave of citizen orga-
nizing and involvement has formed.  How are we to respond?  Where can we plug in?  Andrew Bondi and others 
from the local community-based activist group Fort Collins for Progress will let us know what plans are develop-
ing and ways to be involved.

Mar. 12:  Candidate Forum:  Fort Collins City Council.  Three seats are open: all are contested.  Come to a moder-
ated session, prepared to write questions for the moderator to pose to the candidates.

Mar. 19:  Candidate Forum:  Fort Collins Mayor.  There are three candidates for this position.  We will again have a 
moderated forum with opportunity for written questions.

Mar 26:  “A Discussion of ‘Sanctuary Movement’.  Calling upon the ancient traditions of our faiths, which recog-
nized houses of worship as a refuge for the runaway slave, the conscientious objector, and the Central American 
refugee fleeing the civil wars of the 1980s, Sanctuary is once again growing among communities of faith that are 
standing in solidarity with immigrants and marginalized communities facing immoral and unjust deportation 
and discrimination policies.  We'll describe recent actions by faith communities in Colorado and ask "How might 
Plymouth want to be involved?" 

Boards and Ministry Teams: Deacon's Bench

 I have been a deacon at Plymouth for about a year, but I’ve been a deacon before. I grew 
up in an American Baptist church in Pueblo. My grandfather was a deacon in that church before I 
was born. My father was a deacon when I was a kid, and we got to be deacons together later on. 
It was a rare privilege to share that responsibility with my dad, and he often told me that he felt 
the same. 
 When I was asked to be a deacon at Plymouth, my dad and I talked about our time to-
gether as deacons and shared our memories of this special role in the church. One of those im-
portant memories for me was serving communion with my dad to homebound members of our 
congregation. My dad was a big man – big shoulders, big hands, big voice – but these Sunday 
afternoons showed me his big heart. He was kind and tender and profoundly serious in a way I 
didn’t get to see very often. My dad taught me lasting lessons about God’s love on those Sunday 
afternoons.
 My father died just after I started as a deacon at Plymouth. I think of him when I serve 
communion, when I stand at the back of the church with a handful of bulletins, when I greet our 
sisters and brothers as they enter the sanctuary, when I meet with other deacons to plan and 
pray over the spiritual life of the church. It’s one way I keep him close.
 And, I think of my dad when I get to do all those things with my daughter, Maggie. She’s a 
youth deacon, and it’s a rare privilege to share that with her. I get to see my father’s legacy living 
on in Maggie, and together we remember his big heart.
 Thanks for the rare privilege of being a deacon at Plymouth. You’ll never know what it 
means to me.

Scott Houser
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Boards and Ministry Teams-Children and Youth

Rooted in the progressive Christian tradition of the United Church of Christ, the Christian Formation 
Board and its ministries teach, challenge, and equip Plymouth’s worshipping community to develop a 
lifelong transforming relationship with God that inspires action toward peace and justice for all of cre-
ation.

Preschool will be exploring the story of Jesus Walking on Water through art, 
games, and story.  They will be reminded to be bold with their faith as they fo-
cus on Jesus.  At home, families can ask each other how they see God each day.

Kid’s Club will continue to explore The Beatitudes by asking the questions 
who is blessed, and how can we bless others. Families can take the Blessing 
Challenge at home and together memorize Matthew 5:1-10 (bonus points for 
families that come up with a cheer or dance).

Club 45 is learning about how they can bring about the Peace of Christ in 
themselves, in their community, in the world, and in creation.  At home families can pray for peace to-
gether.  Get a prayer jar and put it on your kitchen table or whereever you gather together.  Have every-
one one write down one prayer for peace for each of the categories listed above and place them in the 
jar.  Each day, pull out one piece of paper and prayer together.

Middle School Sunday School aka Justice League of Plymouth will be taking on a new challenge this 
month based on the Beatitudes.  We’re opening the class up to interested family members, and each 
week you will have the opportunity to practice one of the Beatitudes at home in rather creative ways.  On 
Sundays we will come together to discuss and explore what we’ve learned about being blessed.

Middle School Youth Group is having a Stake Holders feedback session on March 9th at 7 P.M. Note this 
is not a ‘Steak Holders’ meeting, and we will not be asking ‘What’s your beef’ ;-) but we will be discussing 
how things are going with Youth Group and what our growing edges are. So, youth, parents, and leaders 
join the honest conversation with an open mind and creativity.  

High School Youth Group has a bit of a strange schedule this month due to Spring Break and the extra 
events listed below.  Be sure to come on the 5th for a fun extravaganza and the 26th when we discover 
ways to practice your faith at home. 

Special Events
March 18-19 Area Youth Event of Mission and Lock-In 
March 31-April 2 Spring Youth Retreat at La Foret
April 16 Easter Egg Hunt (All Ages)
May 7 Youth Book Sale (6th-12th Grade)
June 16- 21 Youth Mission Trip (8th -12th Grade)
July 9-15 Children and Youth Camps at La Foret 

   rmcucc.org for more info
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Boards and Ministry Teams-Stewardship

The Stewardship Board had its first meeting February 12.  Members:  Irene Wherritt (Board Chair), Bill 
DeMarco, and Laurie Zenner have joined Jane Anne Ferguson, Alan McLarty, and Sarah Parmenter.  
 
The team is energized with ideas. Stay tuned for more information regarding:

• Personal finance education and spiritual practices for all ages--including our kids!
• Online giving in an online age
• Your vital role in supporting Plymouth's goals
• Special fun events
• A Journey to Generosity in 2017

We had such a successful Stewardship campaign for 2016--thank you for your continued generosity!

Sarah Parmenter and Irene Wherritt

InterFaith Council could be dubbed The Happening Place!  The program in January was a combina-
tion of  SAFY(Special Alternative for Family and You) and Grand Family Coalition, Inc.  A.J. Ortiz was the 
presenter.  SAFY is a national non-profit organization that specializes in therapeutic foster care, in home 
intervention, behavioral health services, adoption service and training.   Go to: http://www.safy.org for 
more information.  Grand Family Coalition, Inc.  GFC is a network of grandparents and other kin raising 
kin.  Their mission is to promote the unity of grandfamilies by providing a place where grandfamilies and 
services connect.  For more information go to: http://www.grandfamilycoalition.com.

Important Announcements:  
A Respite Weekend for Northern Colorado Syrian Refugees is scheduled in March at the YMCA, Estes 
Park.  Ten Clergy and eight Muslim-American partners will be the hosts.  This is an interfaith and ecu-
menical joint effort to provide hospitality for up to 10 Syrian refugee families that have resettled in the 
Denver metro.  There are now 40 Syrian families in NOCO.  Contributions can be sent to the Presbytery of 
Plains and Peaks … Attn: Bobbi Hoffman, 7257 W. 4th Street, Unit 4, Greeley, CO 80634.  

Laura Nelson, IFC President and member of Plymouth, is back “in full swing” following the birth of twin 
sons in April.  Laura and Jim’s twins - Morgan and Micah - joined us at our IFC Meeting this month!   

Submitted by Mary Kay and Ron Graver

Boards and Ministry Teams-Stewardship

Boards and Ministry Teams-InterFaith Council
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Boards and Ministry Teams

Plymouth’s Outreach and Mission Board has volunteered for a special Holy Sat-
urday (April 15th) activity to help with a Habitat for Humanity build on a house. We 
would like to have at least 20 volunteers from the congregation. Associate Minister 
Jake Joseph and members of the Outreach and Mission Board have already com-
mitted to be there as volunteers for the day. Habitat in Fort Collins has set-out on 
an ambitious project of creating home ownership for low income Fort Collins resi-
dents, which the Outreach and Mission Board sees as an essential movement for 
justice in Fort Collins in this time where affordability is hard to achieve. If you are in-
terested in helping on April 15th, please email Jake or sign-up on the bulletin board 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Faith Family Hospitality Ministry Team
 “I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me…I was sick and you took care of me.” Jesus’s words in Matthew 25 have been alive 
in a special way at Plymouth in 2017. 
 Plymouth has hosted homeless families twice already this year. In addition to our regularly sched-
uled week in February, FFH asked us to take on an extra week in January. Our amazing volunteers rose 
to the challenge along with our faithful friends from Heart of the Rockies Christian Church. We had a full 
house with Six adults and 13 children between three and 10 years old. These kids and parents redefined 
the “fellowship” in our Fellowship Hall. They loved the big space to run and jump and play. 
 There’s not enough room here to thank everyone who helped during these two very full weeks, 
but we would like share our gratitude to a couple people on our great team. Ken and Mary Freese took 
care of all the food for breakfasts and lunches for both weeks and stayed overnight for good measure. 
Anne Jordan spent almost as many nights at the church as she did in her own bed during one week. 
Thanks to Ken, Mary, Anne and all the other saints who shared our sacred work. And, thanks to all of you 
at Plymouth for your prayers and for being a church that welcomes the least of these in the name of 
Christ.
 We’ll be helping to host families at Heart of the Rockies during the weeks of May 21 – 28 and Sep-
tember 24 – October 1. Then we’ll be back at Plymouth just before Christmas on December 17 – 24. We 
would love for you to join us. 

Please contact Scott Houser at scotthous@gmail.com or 970-631-4037 if you would like more informa-
tion, have questions or want to get on our email list.
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Fellowship Groups

COMPOST – ALSO A PART OF RECYCLING. There are many items that 
can be recycled and compost materials is an important one of them. 
There is a blue compost container in Plymouth’s kitchen. But, many per-
sons seem not to be aware of this. Many organic items, other than meat 
or fatty items, can be added to this container. When food is served at an 
event, whatever is not eaten should be composted. If you see someone 
who is putting uneaten food in a trash container, gently remind them 
that it should be composted and show them where the compost con-
tainer is located.
 Some items, however, should not be added to the compost con-
tainer. Along with meat or fatty items, any really fibrous items such as dried flower stems and paper 
cups should be avoided. (Perhaps it is now time for Plymouth to consider reducing our use of paper 
cups or eliminating them completely. The EMT [Environmental Ministry Team] will be working on this.)
 A follow up article will address home recycling. Les Fraley for the EMT.

Fellowship of the Grape will be at the home of Jack 
and Liz McGrew, 2219 Hiawatha Court, Ft. Collins, 
CO 80525-1892 on March 24th at 6:00 P.M. Please 
bring a bottle of wine and an appetizer to share 
along with the spirit of fellowship.  Cheers

Where Are You?
 “Just as you did it to the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  In Mat-
thew 25:40, Jesus reminds us that we are all members of his family and that we need to take care of each 
other.  Paul’s letters remind us that we need to think of ourselves as parts of one body.  We can’t physi-
cally all be in West Timor with a father who is crying because his children are hungry.  We can’t be with 
the family crying in West Virginia because their home was flooded.  We can’t be in Greece with the young 
woman who is crying because she is fleeing from war, but borders are closed to her.  The United Church 
of Christ can be and is in all those places, though, because of the funds donated to One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  We can be there in this way.
 Our commitment to live out Jesus’ call to be there with our human family in all its suffering every-
where in the world can be demonstrated by our donations to One Great Hour of Sharing.  Received on 
March 26 this year, the funds will be used around the world to make tangible our presence along with 
God’s.  Support in the form of food, water, shelter, medical kits, and school supplies will be provided with 
your donations.
 Please prayerfully consider how you will join with others and answer Jesus’ call to be there.  Your 
check can be mailed to the church office with OGHS on the memo line or put in the offering plate on 
March 26.  Rejoice in the fact that we are blessed to be able to help our family in times of need! 

Karen Guter
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Fellowship Groups 

Ethiopian cooking classes and dinners are back by popular 
demand!  

The World Missions team is hosting an Ethiopian dinner in March 
to raise money for the Lango Kindergarten in Wosha, Ethiopia.  
Join us for an evening of Ethiopian food, culture, dancing, min-
istry, and friendship.  The dinner will be held on Saturday March 
25th, at 6:00 P.M. in Plymouth’s Fellowship Hall.  The cost is $15 per 
person and $6 for children 12 and under.   This year we are lucky 
enough to have Ethiopian cultural dancers join us for some tradi-

tional dancing.  Seating is limited so sign up by March 19th!     Reservations and payment 
can be made on March 5th, 12th and 19th.  Look for the informational table in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  You can also RSVP by calling or emailing Eileen Dornfest at emdornfest@gmail.
com or 970/817-0426.  
You can also join us to learn how to cook Ethiopian cuisine, such as doro wat and mesir wat, 
on Friday, March 24th from 2-5 P.M. or Saturday, March 25th from 3:30-5:30 P.M. in Plym-
outh's kitchen.  RSVP for cooking classes to Linda Mahan (Lmahan@alum.bu.edu) or sign up 
on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
With the help of donations from generous supporters and the hard work of the community, 
the Lango Kindergarten now provides free education to over 200 children, preparing them 
to enter first grade in the government-supported elementary school.  Please join us for this 
fun-filled evening that supports the school.

Get-A-Grip Fellowship.  Saturday, March 18, 6:00 P.M. The Hoefer's Haus, 603 Atwood Ct., 
Ridgewood Hills Subdivision. South of Trilby between College and Shields.  Meat dish will 
be provided. Bring a dish to share. RSVP to pjhoefer@aol.com or 970-377-1950.
Get-A-Grip is one of Plymouth’s fellowship groups that started as "Parents of Adolescents."  
Most in the group are now “empty nesters” full of stories to share. Everyone is welcome. 

Intergenerational Hiking

Have you ever wondered what is along the side of Trail Ridge Road between pull-outs? 
We'll explore Trail Ridge Road before it opens on May 6. Depending on weather, etc. We 
may hike the road for six miles, exploring the work of Rocky's snow plows. We'll leave 
Plymouth at 8 A.M. and the KMart at Wilson and Eisenhower at 8:30 A.M. Contact Jim and 
Tricia Medlock at medlock.james@gmail.com. RSVP by May 4, please.
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Announcements

In the Footsteps of Jesus
“Beyond the Headlines: An Alternative Tour of Israel & Palestine”

July 28-August 8, 2017
 Alternative (responsible) travel seeks to transform curious tourists into informed pilgrims by engaging the 
people who live in the land and the history, culture, and social realities that shape their lives.  This tour has two 
goals: to go beneath the narrative presented by mainstream media; to discover how many first-century conditions 
that shaped Jesus’ life and ministry continue to shape the lives of Palestinians and Israelis today.   In addition to 
exploring the holy stones – the historic places and sites that have defined our faith – participants will engage the 
Living Stones: Jews, Muslims and Christians who live in the land.
 Experienced tour leaders Jeff & Janet Wright have served as short-term missionaries to Israel/Palestine 
through the Disciples of Christ/UCC Global Ministries, having traveled there many times.  A mental health thera-
pist, Janet and her colleagues created the first all-Arab EMDR training team.  Jeff is a recently retired Disciples pas-
tor appointed as a long-term volunteer missionary to Palestine.  The tour will be accompanied by a professional, 
local guide.  A draft itinerary, comments from past participants, registration and cost information may be found at 
www.footstepsofJesustour.org.

 Jeff Wright

XYZ Events in March and April
March- On Friday, March 10 at 1 P.M. we will be favored with with poetry in the classic style by Al Bil-
lington and original cowboy poetry by Bette Dawson.  Come to Bette's, 1218 Silk Oak Ct., Ft, Collins, and 
enjoy coffee, cookies, classics, and cowboys.
April - On Saturday, April 1st, at 2 P.M. we will go to the Rialto theater in Loveland to see the matinee 
performance of  "Beets," an historical fiction presentation of the real life  harvest of beets in Northern CO 
during World War II by 3,000 German POWs from a camp near Greeley.  To attend the play and reception 
afterwards at Betty and Phil Weber's, 4348 Chateau Dr., Loveland, send $16 per person made out to Betty 
Weber and XYZ in the memo by March 10th.  The play is 2 1/2 hours; your check covers play and food at 
the reception.
Please sign up for both events on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board before March 10th.  
Questions - pedille@att.net

YOUTH GROUP ANNUAL BOOK SALE
  Once again we are having the Youth Group Annual Book Sale to support them in funding mission trips 
and LaForet camps. We are asking you to pack up all those books you have read this year or those that have been 
on your bookshelves for a while, and donate them to the book sale. The one request we have is not to bring 
old textbooks. The Friends of the Library will not take those. The sale will be on SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2017. BOOKS 
SHOULD NOT SHOW UP TO THE CHURCH UNTIL THE WEEK OF APRIL 23, 2017. The youth will sort the books on 
Thursday, May 4. We usually make several thousand dollars for the program. Let's continue the tradition this year, 
as well. This is such a generous church, and this is an easy way to show the youth that they have our support.
 
If you have any questions or would like to help, please contact Marcia Hoefer at: 988-3466 or mrhoefer603@aol.
com or Philip at pjhoefer@aol.com.
970/377-1950 (H)
970/988-3466 (Cell) Marcia
970/988-3467 (cell) Philip 
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Announcements

On March 12th, Plymouth will again be welcoming 
the Celtic band Folk Ragout to our 3.0 worship ser-
vice! This will also be our Saint Patrick’s Day Celebra-
tion in worship through creative worship and Celtic 
themes. As part of this tradition at 3.0, Plymouth’s 
Congregational Life Board invites you to meet at 
Cooper Smith’s (Pool Side) at 7:30 P.M following the 
3.0 service. All are welcome to participate in this fun 
3.0 tradition for Saint Patrick’s Day of joining at a pub 
for informal fellowship after the Celtic service of mu-
sic and worship. 

When: March 12th starting at 7:30 P.M.
Where: Cooper Smith’s Pool Side (side with pool 
tables)
Contact: Congregational Life and Rev. Jake Joseph 

Wills and Estate Planning: A Saturday Morning Conversation with Local Experts
Saturday, April 22, 2017: 9:00 to 11:30 A.M.

Fireside Room at Plymouth
For:  Parents, empty nesters, unattached singles, and others with loved ones or charitable goals.  
Plymouth members and friends with or without existing wills and estate plans are invited.  
Purpose:  To help participants better protect loved ones and transfer assets.  The morning will 
be filled with practical information for creating estate plans and wills and refreshing out-of-date 
ones.     
Conversation Leaders:  Pete Bullard and Celeste Kling.  Both are practicing Fort Collins attorneys 
with extensive experience with wills and estate planning.  They are highly respected in the legal 
community, and they are Plymouth members.    
Coffee plus Sinful and Healthy Snacks?  Absolutely!
Child Care: Yes, for children 5 and under
Agenda:

• Part I.  Key estate-planning and will-related issues affecting everyone
• Part II.  Group breaks into two subgroups

• Subgroup A—primarily for parents and others with dependents
• Subgroup B—primarily for empty nesters and unattached singles

Please Pre-Register:  A sign-up sheet is in the Fellowship Hall. Or contact Bob Hoel, bobh@
filene.org, 970-460-0745.  This educational conversation is sponsored by the Plymouth Planned 
Giving Committee.  
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Church Staff
Hal Chorpenning
Senior Minister
hal@plymouthucc.org

Jake Joseph
Associate Minister
jake@plymouthucc.org

Jane Anne Ferguson
Acting Associate Minister
janeanne@plymouthucc.org

Jieun Kim Newland
Director of Music/Organist
jieun@plymouthucc.org

Mandy Hall
Director of Christian Formation 
(Children & Youth)
mandy@plymouthucc.org

Mark Lee
Director of Christian Formation 
(Adults)
mark@plymouthucc.org

Barbara Gregory
Office Manager
barbara@plymouthucc.org

Jenn Conway & Johnny 
Wieda
Sextons
sexton@plymouthucc.org

Mark Church  
Placard Designer
mrcgsk1013@comcast.net

Marty Marsh
Placard Editor

REMEMBER THAT YOU MAY CALL A PASTOR 

(HAL, JAKE OR JANE ANNE) ANY TIME YOU 

ARE UNEXPECTEDLY HOSPITALIZED OR JUST 

NEED A VISIT OR PRAYER—IF WE ARE ABLE 

TO BE THERE, WE ARE BLESSED TO MAKE 

A VISIT. PLYMOUTH’S SUPPORT VISITORS 

AND CALLING & CARING VISITORS ALSO 

MAKE PERIODIC VISITS WITH MEMBERS 

AND FRIENDS. CONTACT PARISHVISITOR@

PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG IF YOU’D LIKE TO SET UP 

A VISITOR.

Plymouth Congregational 
United Church of Christ
An Open and Affirming congregation 
Gathered in 1903
www.plymouthucc.org 
(970) 482-9212

LOOKING FOR THE 
CALENDAR? PLEASE VIEW IT 
ON OUR WEBSITE @ WWW.

PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG 
AND CLICK ON “CALENDAR.”
Placard deadline is the 15th of the 
month (unless otherwise noted in 

bulletin inserts). Please include 
"Placard" in the email subject and 

any pictures you would like as 
attachments. 

PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep the following members and friends of 
Plymouth in prayer:
Recently in the Hospital:

• Kay Lindgren
• Irene Wherritt
• Kathee Houser
• Lorrie Wagner

Our Sympathy is with:
• Kathee Houser & family on the death of her 

cousin
• Don Bundy & family on the death of his mother
• Jim Poole & family on the death of his cousin's 

husband
• Mick Tuccillo & family on the death of his mother
• Claudia DeMarco & family on the death of her 

father
• Courtney Lucas & family on the death of her sister

Please also pray for all people with cancer and their 
caregivers.

Prayer Concerns
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