The

Plymouth Placard
Worship for June
We continue our Summer Schedule with two
services at 10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. If you have never
tried Plymouth 3.0 service on Sunday evenings,
summer is a great time to drop in after your morning
hike or bicycle ride.
June 4
John 7.37-39, 20.19-23
Rev. Mandy Hall preaching, Director of Christian
Formation for Children and Youth
June 11
Matthew 9.35-10.8
Outdoor Service at Rolland Moore Park
No 3.0 service
June 18
Genesis 18.1-15, (21.1-7)
Happy Father’s Day!
June 25
Genesis 21.8-21

June 2017
Remember, if you miss a
Sunday, you can listen to
sermons online at www.
plymouthucc.org, or you
can subscribe on iTunes and
receive a podcast each week.
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From Hal’s Desk
Dear Plymouth,
Who were the Pilgrims this year? There are 12 Plymouth folks with us on this Celtic Christian
pilgrimage: Bill and Claudia DeMarco, Ken and Mary Freese, Eric Ferm and Pat Slenz, Chris Gloor, Bruce
Ronda, Marilu and George Theodore, Irene Wherritt and Fran Milde. We are joined by seven folks who
were with us on the Ireland pilgrimage two years ago, and a UCC clergy colleague and her friend and
our delightful Irish field-archeologist guide!
Pilgrimage is a three-stage process. First, you prepare intentionally: make travel arrangements,
get your affairs in order, pack, and you consider what your pilgrimage intention might be. Are you
seeking a closer relationship to God? Are you going to serve others? Are you spreading God's good
news? Are you looking for healing of body, mind or soul? Do you want to find new ways to pray?
There can be just about as many intentions as there are pilgrims. Second, you travel mindfully:
putting away your "old" life at home, you seek to be in the moment, to be in the new place where
you are, to have open minds, hearts, eyes and ears, watching and waiting for an encounter with the
Divine, ready to be surprised and ready to sink into a new routine of travel. Finally: upon return you
seek to purposely integrate your experiences and insights and new questions into your life, through
prayer, through telling the stories of your journey, and sharing the pictures. Integration can take the
rest of your life.
Please keep us in your prayers. You are in ours. We are praying intentionally with the music of
John Bell and the ancient prayers of the Scottish Celtic saints.
Many Blessings and Prayers!
With you on the journey,
Hal and Jane Anne
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Staff Perspective: Rev. Jake Joseph
A Theology of Housing Affordability: God’s Promise of Shelter
Last month, I was invited to offer the opening prayer for the Fort Collins Area Interfaith Council’s visit to the Fort Collins Affiliate of Habitat for Humanity’s Harmony Cottages
site at Harmony and Taft Hill Roads and to help my colleague from Our Savior’s Lutheran
ELCA, The Rev. Leta Bahrens, with an interfaith blessing of the land. Writing a prayer of
hope, of peace, and of equality for this parcel of land gave me the opportunity to reflect
deeply on the idea of housing as a human right (UN Declaration of Human Rights, Article
25) and as a promise of God.
As I observe 2 and ½ years as Plymouth’s Associate Minister, time after time I have
now said that housing, affordability, and the availability of a place to call home is the
theological and spiritual community issue of our time in Northern Colorado. As my hometown region, I have witnessed the change in housing availability and the change in community spirit around the building of new affordable housing.
Some of the most bigoted language I have ever heard wasn’t while living in Atlanta
or in France or in Iowa, but while sitting through development meetings in Fort Collins
and hearing how people frame “those people,” low income people, and even students.
Fort Collins, we are in a theological crisis, and it is all about affordable housing and access
to this place as a place to call home for diverse people of varied incomes. It is about more
than buildings. It comes down to how we feel about each other as neighbors sharing in
the love of Colorado and a sense of place/ belonging.
It is fundamentally a question of regional identity: Will we be up to the imperative
to support, allow, fund, and create shelter, home, and hope for everyone in our community? Will it become a place where wealth dictates the composition of our city, and therefore, in the long run, our congregations? Additionally, this is a theological question: What
is our responsibility as humans, all created in the Image of God, to shelter, protect, and
create safe living situations for all of God’s Children? How are we Christian if we ignore this
call?
Plymouth is stepping-up in amazing ways financially, with board members and
volunteers for local groups! We are involved in support for Faith Family Hospitality (FFH),
Homelessness Prevention Initiative (HPI/ Neighbor to Neighbor), One Village one Family
(OVOF/ Homeless Gear), The Sister Mary Alice Murphy Center for Hope, the UCC’s Archway
Housing and Services/ Archway Investment Corp, and now Habitat for Humanity where I
serve on their board of directors with my personal time. We do this work because we are
good people. Yes! We do this work because we are asked to. Yes! We do this work because
so many people we know and even our own members are now falling into low to moderate income (30-60% AMI) in Fort Collins. Yes, we work for affordability because it impacts
our families and our professional connections. These are good reasons for individuals
to do affordable housing work, but what about for a congregation and a community of
faith?
We don’t do advocacy for affordable housing because we want to—we do it because it is fundamentally interconnected with how we understand God’s purpose, being,
meaning, and Creation at work in our time and our church. This is the meaning of living
theology.
As a young minister in Fort Collins, working within my hometown, called to serve a
progressive congregation and its Board of Outreach and Mission, I have found part of my
call to this place is to articulate a theology of affordable housing to a town and a region
that needs this language of hope in a time of division.
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Treasurer's Report
Treasurer’s Report for April 2017:
Income:
Income for April 2017: $59,732.82
Budgeted Income for April 2017: $67,608.09
Income YTD: $339,178.12
Budgeted Income YTD: $270,432.36
Expenses:
Expenses for April 2017: $56,513.71
Budgeted Expenses for April 2017: $82,223.24
Expenses YTD: $256,420.67
Budgeted Expenses YTD: $297,282.28
Respectfully Submitted by Sharyl Haas, Treasurer

Leadership Council News
There has been a great deal of news coverage concerning the CSU football stadium in anticipation of
its opening this fall. Some of the information concerns parking on game days. The surrounding neighborhoods,
as well as the on-campus student population, will be affected by an influx of thousands of sports fans. With our
proximity to the stadium, our parking lot is prime real estate. Once again, this was a topic of our monthly meeting. We voted to work with the local Sertoma Club, who will manage game-day parking at Plymouth. They will
handle all the duties of selling yearly or daily permits, securing the lot, checking people in, providing security
during the game and cleaning up after the events. We still have numerous details to work out, but we are moving forward with plans to work with the Sertoma Club who will split the parking proceeds with the church. Many
thanks to Tom Nesler for helping us with these negotiations.
The stadium will have a definite influence on our church. We will not be able to hold events at our facility
on game days. Besides the parking lot being used for the stadium, just getting to the church will be a challenge.
The scheduling of games can change depending on how well the team does and if the game is chosen to be televised. This is often a last-minute decision, and we will only have a couple of days’ notice. Thus, we will need to be
flexible. Televised games are often in the evening and sometimes on Thursdays.
The upside of all this is the fact that we will see additional revenue from the use of our parking lot. Of
course, increased use also means increased wear, so we will need to put some money aside for maintenance.
We will also need to consider the long-term need of someone managing the parking lot. Right now we have a
volunteer doing all the contract negotiations, policing (and sometimes towing), and occasionally cleaning. This is
a huge commitment for one person, and we have been lucky to have Tom Nesler in this role. He has already given
his retirement notice, so we need to make some decisions soon.
We see all these changes in the neighborhood as an opportunity to attract new members, especially
those people associated with CSU, and to be more engaged with the community. We know that we will be more
visible because of our location. How can we be more effective?
Bob Sturtevant, Moderator; Diane Stober, Vice Moderator; Sharyl Haas, Treasurer; Mary Freese, Clerk; Nic Redavid,
Barry Beaty, Linda Preston, Elaine Kim, and Marilu Theodore, Members at Large; Hal Chorpenning, Senior Minister.
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Boards and Ministry Teams: Adult Education
Study Groups
During the summer, there are not regularly scheduled Study Groups.
But there are ample summer days for to start reading classes we’re offering next term!
Preview of Next Year’s Studies (2017-18)
The Adult Ed Studies Planning Workshop came up with a great set of programs for
next year! There’s a few classes with open leadership, if you’d be interested in leading/coleading, see Mark Lee.
Sept 3-24 (4 weeks)
Power and electricity generation (Les Fraley)
Mirabi Starr: God of Love – A guide to the Heart of Judaism, Christianity &
Islam (Pat Slentz & Leif Anderson)
Oct. 1-29 (5 weeks)
Living Wi$ely Financial Workshop (Stewardship Board)
Current Immigration Issues (Linda Mahan and team)
Nov 5-18 Intergenerational Spiritual Practices: Watch for Details
Nov. 26 – Dec. 17 (4 weeks)
Addiction – Using HBO video series (Leader TBD)
Marcus Borg: Days of Awe and Wonder (Leader TBD)
Christmas Break (Dec. 24 & 31)
Jan. 7 – Feb. 11 (6 weeks)
Dom Crossan: How to Read the Bible & Still Be A Christian, or Harvey Cox:
How to Read the Bible (Art Rooze)
Ron Penvy: Conscious Living, Conscious Aging (Pat Slentz & Phil Hoefer)
Feb. 16 – Mar 26
Philip Cousineau: The Art of Pilgrimage (Leader TBD)
John Spong: Liberating the Gospel (Daryl Knoblock)
Easter Break: April 1 & 8
April 16 – May 13 (5 weeks)
William Barbour: The Third Reconstruction (Vicki Johnson)
Matthew Fox: title TBD (Leader TBD)

LOVE OUR FORUMS? JOIN OUR TEAM!
The Forums are coordinated by a small ministry team. Several members are going off the team, having
done a great job, and now it’s time for them to step into new ministries. So, we are looking for 3-5 new
folk!
This team fleshes out the general topics chosen by the church staff, sometimes with the help of other
Ministry Teams, and sometimes on their own imagination. The team meets one evening most months,
requires some phoning of prospective Forum presenters between meetings, coordinates with other
team members, and works closely with Director of Christian Formations (Adults) Mark Lee. Questions or
to connect, contact Mark@Plymouthucc.org.
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Boards and Ministry Teams-Adult Education
Special Summer Forums
After morning worship (11:15 – 12:30)
During the summer, we have occasional Forums following our morning worship service.
These Forums can run a bit longer than during the school year, so there’s the chance to dig
deeper into topics.
Stewardship Board Summer Series:
June 4, July 19, August 6, and August 13.
ANNOUNCING OUR 2017 VISITING SCHOLAR
Dr. Gerald West
Senior Professor of Biblical Studies
University of Kwazulu-Natal
Pietermazitzburg, South Africa
Weekend of November 3 - 5
Dr. West is an internationally known leader in African liberation theological readings of the Bible.
He directs the Ujamaa Center, where he is coordinator of body theology, earth theology and people’s
theology. His work centers on teaching people to read the Bible “contextually,” out of the realities of their
everyday embodied life. Communities he has worked deeply with this theological method have been
LGBTQ communities, people living with HIV/AIDS, and women survivors of rape and abuse. He has been
visiting professor at Pacific School of Religion and led programs for the St. Ambrose University “Bible and
Justice” program and Trinity Wall Street’s “Reading the Bible Through Other’s Eyes." He will work with us
to strengthen the Biblical and theological foundations for the justice work we do in our community.

He will be accompanied by his wife, the Rev. Dr. Beverly Haddad, one of the first wave of
women Episcopal priests irregularly ordained by Desmond Tutu. Her expertise are in HIV and in
gender, and we plan to make use of her while here.
They are piggybacking their trip to the US with presentations at the annual Society of Biblical Literature meeting. We had to move the first date we’d set for them due to football, so they
will be in our area the following week, and we may be able to arrange additional opportunities
for informal classes during that week, as well as for him to present at Iliff or other congregations.
If you are interested in being on this year’s Visiting Scholar Ministry Team, see Mark Lee!

6

Boards and Ministry Teams
Update from the Christian Formation Board Redesign Team
Rooted in the progressive Christian tradition of the UCC, the Christian Formation
Board and its ministries teach, challenge, and equip Plymouth's worshiping community of
children, youth, and adults to develop a lifelong transforming relationship with God that
inspires action towards peace and justice for all creation.
For the past 16 months we have been working closely with our consultant from
Ministry Architects to create structures that are more durable than any staff or board
member's term. This has included developing time lines for recruitment, writing job descriptions for every role in our Christian Formation programs, developing a Volunteer's
Bill of Rights, updating our Safe Church policy, and gathering input from multiple groups
and individuals to inform the process of writing a single sentence mission statement (see
above!).
Most recently we have been defining the duties of the Christian Formation Board
and outlining the roles for each of the five Board members: Board Chair, Volunteer Manager, Marketing/Communications/Reporter, Major Events Coordinator, and Ministry Teams
Connector. We are also working on discerning the appropriate timeline for recruiting
Board members to take over from the work that we have been doing as a redesign team.
Simultaneously we have been working to wrap up this year of Christian Formation programs and recruiting volunteers for next year's Christian Formation needs. (There are still
spaces available for assisting with children's and youth programs, so, if you're interested,
please contact Mandy.)
If you have any questions or concerns about this process, please don't hesitate to
contact me.
Mari Strombom Johnson
Chair, Christian Formation Board Redesign Team
mstrombom@gmail.com
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Boards and Ministry Teams-Children and Youth
Childcare will continue to be offered to children under 5 years old during the summer worship services,
except for the outdoor worship service on June 11th.
Kiddos who join their families in worship are encouraged to take a worship bag into the sanctuary with
them. The bags are filled with stories, prayer aids, focus objects, and coloring pages to help kids participate in worship more fully. Adults, you are welcome to grab a bag as well!
High School mission trip to Rosebud Reservation will be June 16-21st. Please hold the group of teens
and adults from Plymouth and First Congregational, Greeley in your prayers.
It's not too late to sign up for a week long camp at La Foret. There are camp options for all ages- go to
rmcucc.org for more details.
Grace and Peace,
Mandy :-)

Boards and Ministry Teams-Stewardship
How to Discover and Develop the Spirit of
Charity in Your Children
• Modeling – you know your kids are watch
ing, so start involving them in your
benevolence and teaching them to be cheerful
givers.
• Give as a family by supporting Plymouth’s
missions, sponsoring a child in need, or
volunteering in the community. Even if kids
aren’t giving money, they can write
letters or make something for the individual(s)
in need.
• Let your kids cook with you when you’re
preparing a meal for a sick friend or
cookies for an elderly neighbor.
• Help kids choose gently used items like
toys that they can pass on.
• Throw a “charity” birthday party where
guests bring new or gently used items instead
of gifts. Let the birthday boy or girl select an
organization to help, and take him/her along
when you donate the items

• Ask questions, such as: How did it feel to
give? Do you think you’d like to give again?
Do you have any ideas about how we could
help so-and-so?
Upcoming Stewardship Activities
• June 4th – Join us for Stewardship
Board Thank You-sponsored coffee/tea
after 10A.M. and3.0
• June 11th – Join us for yard games
at the All Church Picnic, 10 A.M. Rolland
Moore.
• June 25th – Kids and families! Join
Stewardship after church to make your
save/spend/give jars! We’ll have pizza!
• July 16 – 11 A.M. – 12:30 – “Right Sizing: Take the Stress Out of Simplifying
Your Life.” Lunch is included – sign up
on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.
Laurie Zenner

• Make a kid’s bank with sections for saving,
spending and giving. KIDS! JOIN STEWARDSHIP
AFTER CHURCH ON JUNE 25TH TO MAKE YOUR
JARS!
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Boards and Ministry Teams-Deacon's Bench
I set a goal this year to donate 50 books to the
Plymouth Youth’s Book Sale - before you applaud,
you should also know that I set a goal not to buy any
books at the Plymouth Youth’s Book Sale. I actually
met both goals. With a thousand books to choose
from, I didn’t think it would be all that difficult to find
50, and it sorta kinda wasn’t too difficult, but I was
reminded probably 40 times over of my attachment to
things in the form of books. That said, it wasn’t hard
at all to let go of the book on Microsoft Excel formulas.
Living in our culture and having an attachment to things seems to go hand in hand. A challenging sermon can be found in the Gospel of Matthew.
There are these words from that sermon in Chapter 6:
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume, and where thieves
break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also". (Matthew 6:19-21)
One problem is that it’s not altogether clear
- at least to me - just what heaven is about. It may be
possible for moths to eat my books, but they won’t
rust. As for thieves? It’s possible that someone might
want to steal Techniques and Guidelines for Social
Work Practice, or Niebuhr”s Moral Man and Immoral
Society, or perhaps my volumes of poetry by Mary
Oliver and Billy Collins, but I count it as unlikely. It’s
not difficult for my heart to be in my books.

How might I store up treasures in heaven? Especially given my lack of knowledge about heaven. In
my hospice experiences I have often sensed that “thin
veil” between this world and the next, and it is a sense
that points to a poignant and prevailing goodness, but
beyond that it is mystery.
I admit I have long quarreled with the focus of
behaving now for the sake of being rewarded later. I’m
of the persuasion that a core message of the gospels
is about how we live in the here and now - not the
then and there - especially when then and there seems
more like pie in the sky.
One of the qualities about Plymouth that I
have appreciated over the years is that we don’t hear a
lot of guilt inducing threats to be good or else. Rather
we are exploring what it means to live in the present
in such away that we do justice, love kindness, and
walk humbly with God as our present reality. That’s
certainly not always easy - especially in the world we
are living in, but, precisely because of the nature of
our world, it’s all that more important that we remain
committed to standing for justice, kindness, and humility and doing so in the here and now.
I will continue to work at letting go of attachments - especially attachments to things - even books,
as such attachments can distract me from the only
moments which I really have - of which each and
every one is present.
Thank you, Plymouth, for being the church you are.
Rick Riddoch

WANTED: USHERS! If you would like to help out on Sunday as an usher, your Deacons
would love to have you! This opportunity is inter-generational starting with 6th grade
on up. To volunteer or for more information, please call or e-mail Anna Olsen at 970-2249723 or alowaterboy@bajabb.com.
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Boards and Ministry Teams
All Church Retreat: Food at LaForet
Gourmet pizza, enchiladas, and a mac and cheese bar - these are some of the dinner
menus served at LaForet. A typical breakfast is scrambled eggs, bacon, and potatoes with
cold and hot cereals, as well as a fruit and yogurt bar. Lunch is usually a hot sandwich and a
side. A full salad bar with a protein alternative is included with lunch and dinner. Those with
serious food allergies will be offered an alternative meal with food cooked separately to
avoid cross contamination when needed. Vegetarians are offered a large plate for the salad
bar. This varied, unique, and satisfying dining experience is yours at the All Church Retreat
at the LaForet Conference Center September 15-17, 2017.
Kala Walden, LaForet's Hospitality Manager for 12 years, states the kitchen is subject
to Health Department Inspections three times a year. Under strict cleaning and preparation
standards, inspections are passed with flying colors.
Your ACR registration includes three meals on Saturday and breakfast on Sunday.
Joyful Hour before dinner on Saturday is a chance to share your favorite treats and adult
beverages with your fellow retreat participants. For more ACR: Unplug, Reset, Reconnect
information, go to: http://plymouthucc.org/what-we-stand-for/community.
Your ACR Committee: Claudia DeMarco, Meg Jeffrey, Jake Joseph, Mark Lee, Elizabeth Morrisette; and David, Katrina, and Annika Starkweather.

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) includes substances
containing ingredients that could negatively affect your safety,
health, or the environment. Words on the label that tell us what
is hazardous include poison, danger, warning, caution, toxic,
flammable, corrosive, explosive, irritant. These items cannot be
thrown in the trash or down the drain because they could cause
explosions or contaminate the water table. These products can
be safely disposed of at an HHW disposal facility. They may include such things as paints, varnishes, insecticides, herbicides,
bleach, antifreeze, mothballs, fluorescent light bulbs, motor oil,
road flares, batteries, mercury, and much more. Larimer County
and the cities of Loveland and Fort Collins all have some capacity for safe disposal of hazardous materials. The Larimer County HHW facility accepts the largest number of hazardous
items. In addition, it has the Drop ‘N’ Swap program that allows county residents to drop off
their hazardous waste materials for free and pick up any items (such as paint or motor oil) that
are still in usable condition. More information is available on the web sites for Loveland, Fort
Collins, and Larimer County.
Many of the items surrendered to the HHW facility can be recycled or otherwise processed to
capture the BTU’s (energy) contained in them.
Mary Sue Rowan, for the Environmental Ministry Team
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Fellowship Groups
Fellowship of the Grape will be at the home of
Rich and Jane Thompson, 636 Cheyenne Dr.#23,
Fort Collins, 80525-1571 on Friday, June 23 at 6
P.M. Please bring a bottle of wine and an appetizer to share, along with the spirit of fellowship.
Cheers.

XYZ Event June 10th - We are scheduled to tour the unique Washing Machine Museum
located west of Eaton at 1 P.M. at a cost of $7.50 per person. Plan to be at church by 11
A.M. to carpool with a stop for lunch at BJ's Brewery on E. Harmony at the turnoff for the
Council Tree Library. Sign up on the FH bulletin board right away, and send checks to
Tom Dille at 814 Ashford Ln., Ft. Collins, CO 80526. The tour will take about two hours, but
there are places to sit down. Questions: Paula - pedille@att.net

Habitat for Humanity Plymouth Build Day
Plymouth’s NEW Habitat for Humanity has volunteered to find 15 volunteers for August 12th! Habitat
in Fort Collins has set-out on an ambitious project
of making home ownership possible for low income
Fort Collins residents, which the Outreach and Mission Board sees as an essential movement for justice
in Fort Collins in this time where affordability is hard
to achieve. If you are interested in helping on August
12th, please email Jake or sign-up on the bulletin
board in the fellowship hall. There is a sign-up sheet
and a form to be completed on the Fellowship Hall
Bulletin Board. All ability levels and skill levels are
welcome. Volunteers must be at least 16 years old,
but we are looking for an individual or family willing
to sign-up to bring lunch for the Plymouth volunteers. There is a line on the sign-up sheet for this as
well.
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Fellowship Groups
"Habitat for Humanity and Your Faith Community are BETTER TOGETHER"
May 4th all the IFC representatives were hosted by Habitat as we gathered at Habitat's
Harmony Villages site located on the SE corner of Harmony & Taft Hill. This event was
underwritten by Thrivent Financial. Forty-eight Habitat Homes are in the process of being constructed at this location. Fort Collins Habitat for Humanity started in 1993, and
to date, they have constructed 64 homes. There are only five paid staff members in Fort
Collins ... in other words, Habitat is fueled by volunteers. Our Jake Joseph is on the Habitat Board, and it was Jake who opened our meeting with a powerful, yet gentle, prayer.
As a group we scattered across this sacred ground and blessed it with prayers and oil.
The building of Habitat houses is not met without resistance ... our prayer that day as
we blessed this sanctified space was to be a voice on behalf of those people who need a
home so that they will be welcomed by their neighbors. There is a tremendous need in
our county. Next we visited a second site of ten homes in the 500 block on West Trilby.
We met one of the homeowners who was working on her home that day and lots of volunteers. Several of you have volunteered at the Trilby site or at other places in the past.
By the way, we were all wearing hard hats and closed toed shoes to this IFC Meeting! Go
to http://www.fortcollinshabitat.org/ for more information. Remember, all are welcome
at our monthly meetings the first Thursday of each month with the exception of August
when there is no IFC meeting. FYI: A BETTER TOGETHER weekend at Harmony Cottages
is slated on September 16-17. However, since this is Plymouth's All Church Retreat weekend, Plymouth has signed up for an alternative build day ... Saturday, August 12th. If interested, we still need more volunteers so please contact Jake or someone on the Board of
Outreach and Mission to join Plymouth's Habitat Ministry Team. There is also a sign-up
sheet on the North Bulletin Board.
Submitted by Mary Kay and Ron Graver

Get A Grip
GAG's June gathering will be at the Zimmerman's mountain house on June 24 at 5 P.M.
It will be a pot luck, and you may come early if you want to hike. Lady Moon trail and Mt.
Margaret trails are beautiful that time of year.
The house is at 51 S. Cucharas Mt. Ct. In Glacier View near Red Feather Lakes.
Please RSVP to this email or 221-5474.
GAG is open to all.
Don and Marietta Zimmerman
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Announcements
June YUCCA event (20's and 30's crew) will be on June 11th after the Congregational Life
Picnic, around 12:30 P.M. or so at the McGrew house, 202 East Elizabeth. Why only go to
one party when you can go to two? Please RSVP to ashlinton98@hotmail.com if you can
make it.
Thank you!
Stephanie Cotton
We want to thank the volunteers and trustees that helped get the church cleaned up and
ready for SPRING on Saturday, May 6th. The grounds look great and you should all give
each other a pat on the back for making it look that way!!
Gary Olsen, Chair of the Trustees Board

Strength the Church Offering
Pentecost Sunday is when the church celebrates the gift of the Holy Spirit to Jesus disciples after his resurrection. What better way to honor this gift than being part of the
UCC's special offering, Strengthen the Church (STC) which is focused on reimagining and
building the future of the UCC. Shared at the conference and national levels, STC largely
supports youth ministries and full-time leaders for new churches in parts of the country
where the UCC voice has not been heard.
Here at Plymouth we are actively focused, in a variety of ways, on engaging young people, students, and folks who prefer a more contemporary evening service. Our congregation embraces an ongoing effort to reach out to people of all ages who will find a spiritual
home in our progressive church. Not all communities are blessed to have the resources,
both monetary and human, that we enjoy.
As God calls Plymouth to be the church in new ways, we can help other communities to
be able to respond to God's call as well. Your generosity will help plant new churches,
awaken new ideas in existing churches, and develop the spiritual life in youth and young
adults. We will receive the STC offering on Pentecost Sunday, June 4, 2017, or you may
send a check with STC in the memo line to the office. Thank you for being part of this
important outreach.
Karen Guter
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Announcements
ANNUAL WORSHIP SERVICE IN THE PARK AND POTLUCK PICNIC. Our Sunday worship
serrvice in the park will be June 11th. We will be in our usual spot in Rolland Moore Park
beginning at 10 A.M. Entrance to the park is from Shields between Prospect and Drake.
This service is led by our able lay leaders. Following the service, there will be a picnic
lunch. Congregational life will provide hot dogs, buns and all the fixins, drinks and table
service. What we would like you to bring is a dish to share – side dish, salad or dessert.
Bringing a lawn chair may be more comfortable than sitting on the benches for the service. Stewardship is planning games and activities for the kids. Come join in the fun and
fellowship. If you would like to lend a hand, please give Kathee Houser a call 928-6004610.
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New Members
Marjorie Main: Marjorie was born and raised in Akron, Ohio, where she
grew-up in the Catholic Church. She attended Ohio University in Athens
where she met her husband Bob Main. They have now been married 47
years and have both a son and daughter and their families in town and have
retired here to Fort Collins. Bob is a retired engineer, and Marjorie is a
retired teacher in the field of education of the gifted and talented. Marjorie
found the UCC while living in Woodstock, Connecticut, where she and Bob
spent most of their professional lives. She was formerly a member of East
Woodstock Congregational Church, and she is happy to have found a home
here at Plymouth in Fort Collins. She also enjoys book groups, exercise, history, travel, and time with her husband, children, and grandchildren.
Tim Tillson: Tim was born and raised in Akron, Ohio, where he grew-up in
the Presbyterian Church and went to a Jesuit school. He and his wife Kate
moved to Fort Collins for their careers. Tim is a self-defined “math and science guy” who is now retired from HP, and his wife is a retired CSU English
Department professor. Their daughter lives in town and is an elementary
school teacher at Ridgeview Classical Schools. Tim was introduced to Plymouth by his friendship with John Steininger and Jennifer Lowry, and he has
been a visitor with us for around four years. He and John worked together
as early organizers in the founding of our local KRFC radio station. This is
something Tim is still connected with as a volunteer. Additionally, he spends
time working on the issue of municipal broadband in Fort Collins and other
high-tech initiatives.
Lisa & Ron McDanel: Lisa and Ron both grew-up in the
Aurora-Denver, Colorado area and come to us with their
family from The Vineyard of Fort Collins. Lisa grew-up in
the Catholic Church but became Evangelical while involved
in college athletics. She is an alumna of the University of
Colorado in Boulder and now works in publishing. She and
Ron met in 2002 and have four daughters, Marky, Maddie,
Haven, and Tegan, between them. She is excited about the
social justice work at Plymouth and becoming involved. Ron
spent many years in the Baptist Church. He attended Oklahoma Baptist University, and he graduated from CSU. Ron
attended Denver Seminary for some time, but he finds God
at work more in life than in the classroom. Both Ron and
Lisa have extensive experience in campus ministry. Ron is a business expert in supply chain management and
works as a business consultant in this specialty.
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New Members
Jeff Wartgow: Jeff is originally from Park Falls, Wisconsin, and attended the
University of Wisconsin Superior. He is an ordained UCC minister who recently
moved to the Fort Collins area (Glacier View) with his wife Lynn for retirement.
Jeff spent over ten years in the Air Force before receiving his call to ministry and
moving from Illinois to Minnesota to attend United Theological Seminary of the
Twin Cities. Jeff has served churches in Eagle River, Rhinelander, Wausau, and
Waukesha, Wisconsin, as well as DeWitt, Iowa. Jeff and Lynn are happy to live
near a progressive UCC congregation like Plymouth that feels like home. Jeff enjoys horseback riding, reading, and hiking—fully embracing their new Colorado
life.

Laurel Boss: Laurel grew-up in the Lutheran Church in Austin, Minnesota.
After starting college in Saint Cloud, Minnesota, Laurel moved to Steamboat Springs, Colorado, and fell in love with Colorado and the mountains
where she stayed for over four years. Laurel moved to Fort Collins where she
completed school at CSU. Laurel is now a real estate appraiser with her own
independent firm. After attending Buckhorn Presbyterian for many years,
she has been seeking a spiritual home in town. She has a daughter Hailey,
who is studying Forestry at CSU and also attends Plymouth with her mom at
our 3.0 services on Sunday evenings. Laurel enjoys real estate, hiking, fishing, boating, gardening, reading, music, and travel.

16

Plymouth Congregational
United Church of Christ

Prayer Concerns

An Open and Affirming congregation

PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep the following members and friends of
Plymouth in prayer:

Gathered in 1903
www.plymouthucc.org
(970) 482-9212

Church Staff

Recently in the Hospital:
• Shan DeSilva
• Wayne Shepperd

Hal Chorpenning
Senior Minister
hal@plymouthucc.org

Our Sympathy is with:
• Keith Schulz & family on the death of his mother
• Annie Freyschlag & family on the death of her
grandfather
• For the family of Jeff Berven on his death
• Shan DeSilva & family on the death of Errol
• Judy Leatherman & family on the death of her
uncle
• Betsy Houser & family on the death of her
brother
• Joel Hafnor & family on the death of his
grandfather
• Judy Filusch & family on the death of her brother
Please also pray for all people with cancer and
their caregivers.

Jake Joseph
Associate Minister
jake@plymouthucc.org
Jane Anne Ferguson
Acting Associate Minister
janeanne@plymouthucc.org
Jieun Kim Newland
Director of Music/Organist
jieun@plymouthucc.org
Mandy Hall
Director of Christian Formation
(Children & Youth)
mandy@plymouthucc.org
Mark Lee
Director of Christian Formation
(Adults)
mark@plymouthucc.org
Barbara Gregory
Office Manager
barbara@plymouthucc.org

REMEMBER THAT YOU MAY CALL A PASTOR
(HAL, JAKE OR JANE ANNE) ANY TIME YOU
ARE UNEXPECTEDLY HOSPITALIZED OR JUST
NEED A VISIT OR PRAYER—IF WE ARE ABLE
TO BE THERE, WE ARE BLESSED TO MAKE
A VISIT. PLYMOUTH’S SUPPORT VISITORS
AND CALLING & CARING VISITORS ALSO
MAKE PERIODIC VISITS WITH MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS. CONTACT PARISHVISITOR@
PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG IF YOU’D LIKE TO SET UP

LOOKING FOR THE
CALENDAR? PLEASE VIEW IT
ON OUR WEBSITE @ WWW.
PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG
AND CLICK ON “CALENDAR.”
Placard deadline is the 15th of the
month (unless otherwise noted in
bulletin inserts). Please include
"Placard" in the email subject and
any pictures you would like as
attachments.

A VISITOR.
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Jenn Conway & Johnny
Wieda
Sextons
sexton@plymouthucc.org
Mark Church
Placard Designer
mrcgsk1013@comcast.net
Marty Marsh
Placard Editor
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