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Worship for January

January 2018

The new year holds promise as we welcome the Magi during the
feast of the Epiphany, as we hear the call of Samuel, as we listen to a
Reader's Theater version of the story of an unwilling prophet, and as
together we hear what it means to be healed.
And, as a congregation, we also will hear a reading of the proposed
inclusion of an immigrant-welcoming congregation declaration for
our constitution, and then gather again as a congregation to share
a meal and meet to lay the course for 2018.
December 31
Christmastide Continues!
Carol Services at 9:00, 11:00 and 6:00
After the 6:00 p.m. service, join us for First Night in Old Town!
January 7
Feast of the Epiphany
Matthew 2.1–12
January 14
1 Samuel 3.1–20
Special congregational meeting immediately following the
11:00 service for reading of proposed constitutional addition on
becoming an immigrant-welcoming congregation
January 21
Reader's Theater presentation of the book of Jonah
January 28
Mark 1.21–28
Annual congregational meeting and potluck luncheon following
the 11:00 service

Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC
916 West Prospect Road • Fort Collins, CO 80526
www.plymouthucc.org • 970-482-9212
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Remember, if you miss a
Sunday, you can listen to
sermons online at www.
plymouthucc.org, or you
can subscribe on iTunes and
receive a podcast each week.
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From Hal’s Desk
You Get to Decide…
I wonder if you sometimes share the feeling that things are spinning out of control…that
entropy has taken the place of cohesion…that good will has been swapped for snarkiness
and greed…that distrust has supplanted faith…that the unifying sense of working
together as a nation has been replaced by factionalism and special interests.
As one year ends and another begins, I find myself shying away from news stories about
certain political figures, the (not yet passed) tax bill, and so much vitriolic commentary
from friends on Facebook. I find it diﬃcult to find a balance between staying informed and
staying sane.
Each of us does have a choice about what we let into our hearts and minds. We can opt
into or opt out of the 24-hour news cycle. We can turn oﬀ the television and spend some
time cooking a real meal. We can take a break from Facebook and go for a walk. We can turn
oﬀ the Kindle and open up a real book. We can pull out the wireless ear buds and listen
to music with someone…maybe even live music! We can stop texting for a moment and
instead have a bona fide conversation with someone.
We are fast becoming a culture that lives in electronic seclusion: the isolation of being
glued to the TV or the wee screen (and not going out to watch a live play or even a movie
at the cinema); the sequestration of creating our own music “playlist,” which keeps us from
hearing any new music; the loneliness of doing spirituality on our own which keeps us from
forming a lovely, messy church community.
Nobody is forcing us to stay plugged in all the time, but sometimes — particularly for
those of us who are a certain age — it seems that unplugging is nearly impossible. (In the
interest of transparency and confession, I sleep with my iPhone on my nightstand in case of
pastoral emergencies…) And, parents, please be aware that the patterns you establish with
screens and keeping your kids occupied electronically might be setting lifelong habits for
them.
I think being overfed information is an issue with profound spiritual implications. If
watching the "Today Show" is keeping you from looking at a sunrise and being grateful for
the new day, that’s a spiritual problem. If your Facebook “friends” have eclipsed loving, reallife friendships, that’s a spiritual problem. If you are using your phone to text friends while
having a meal with family or friends, that’s a spiritual problem. If your blood pressure rises
and your psyche spins when you read a Tweet, that’s a spiritual problem. But, you get to
decide what you are exposed to.
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From Hal’s Desk Cont.
What would it be like for you to take an “unplugged sabbath” each week? It could be a
matter of a few hours when your family agrees to sit down for a meal, when you come to
worship, when you spend time praying, when you do volunteer work, when you make a
dinner with friends. I wonder if we are all trying to anesthetize our sense that something
in our culture is not right by busying minds and our souls…which just makes the problem
worse.
Here is a Celtic caim or circling prayer that might help us forward: “Circle me, God. Keep
faith within and fear without. Keep hope within and despair without. Keep peace within
and distraction without. Amen.” You can envision tracing an invisible “force field” around
yourself while oﬀering this prayer. May it be helpful to you in this new year.
Deep peace,

Staff Perspective: Mark Heiskanen, Director of Music
At the time of this writing, the Chancel Choir, Plymouth Ringers, and I are diligently
preparing for our Christmas Eve services. Much time has been lovingly given to support the
music ministry at Plymouth, and this does not go unnoticed by me. While I will always bring
professional musicians and vocalists into the fold from time to time, it is the congregational
volunteers that form the heart of the music program. As it should! This is, after all, your
church, and the music should be a reflection of your talents. And, how lucky we are that
they are formidable!
It is my hope to include as many of you who are willing to share your musical talents as
possible. I encourage you to come forward, and many already have. Thank you!
Besides joining our existing ensembles, which include the Chancel Choir, Plymouth Ringers,
and Children’s Handbell Choir, instrumentalists are welcome to participate in any of our
service oﬀerings. We can always increase our roster of musicians for the 3.0 services, as well
as contributions to the 9:00 a.m. services, for example. If you are interested, please speak
with or contact me. There can be a place for you!
It has been just over three months now since I accepted your call to serve as Director of
Music. It has been a joyful and wonderful tenure even in this short period of time. While
it can be inspirational to experience professional musicians in our midst, such as The
Plymouth Brass last Christmas Eve, let’s make a joyful noise together in this New Year. You
are all more than welcome to come and join the music ministry in whatever capacity you
may.
Mark Heiskanen,
Director of Music
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Leadership Council
It’s January! The beginning of a new year and a month of transition for our church. On
January 28th we will hold our annual meeting when we vote in our new oﬃcers. We
will quietly replace a percentage of our church leaders.. We don’t have a drawn out
election process with primaries, TV advertisements, and mud-slinging. We simply ask
our members if they will help, and they say “Yes.” Thank all of you who have agreed to
serve this year!
For those who served this past year: Thank You! Thank you for helping make this
church function on a daily basis; for making our worship services inspiring, comforting and energizing; for helping us learn more about our faith and allowing us to
question; and for reaching out to our community, nation and world with compassion
and support.
Three members will be transitioning oﬀ the Leadership Council. Barry Beaty has
served for the past two years bringing his organizational skills and thoughtful discernment to the group. Nic Redavid has been on the board for four years and has
been instrumental in keeping track of our policies and constitution. He also has informally served as our parliamentarian. Sharyl Haas has served as our treasurer for three
years, dealing with a huge increase in administrative complexity. She has guided us
through an update of financial policies and moved us into new bookkeeping and
payroll processes including outsourcing some of these services. A huge thank you to
these three servant leaders!
This past year saw many changes. Our hope is that this coming year will be a bit more
calm so that we can focus on the goals outlined in the Strategic Plan and John Wimberly’s Report. As always, our main goal is to serve our God, our membership, and our
greater community. We are always looking for your input on how to achieve these
goals. Visit with any of us, and give us your ideas.
Happy New Year! Let’s join together to make it a great year in the history of Plymouth
Congregational Church!
Bob Sturtevant, Moderator; Diane Stober, Vice Moderator; Sharyl Haas, Treasurer;
Mary Freese, Clerk; Nic Redavid, Barry Beaty, Linda Preston, Elaine Kim, and Marilu
Theodore, Members at Large; Hal Chorpenning, Senior Minister.
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Deacon's Bench
"Deacon" was my nickname in high school. I had mixed feelings about this because it was intoned
with a certain amount of mockery. It was given me because of my open expression of faith and my
somewhat pious attitude. I wore the name with some discomfort. Now my church family has asked
me to wear this name again as one of the deacons in our church. Again, I have mixed feelings. This
title seems to be a carry-over of old nomenclature that brings with it a lot of baggage and confusion.
What is it to be Deacon in today's evolving church?
I find some help in the original Greek meaning of the term. It referred to a servant, usually one who
waited tables or carried water. (I think of this each time I'm taking glasses of water to the front of the
sanctuary for the leaders of the service to have at hand.) I'm much more comfortable with this role of
humble service rather than a church goer of some distinction.
I find in our congregation's constitution that the service expected of our deacons is to be responsible
for the “Worship and Spiritual Life” of the congregation. This is a tall order. Then I remember the poetic lines of the 19th century hymn writer John Greenleaf Whittier,
"To worship rightly is to love each other,
Each smile a hymn, each kindly deed a prayer."
He goes on in the second verse to echo the Prophets of old:
"The Holier worship which God deigns to bless
Restores the lost, and binds the spirit broken,
And feeds the widow and the fatherless."
If as deacons we can help foster “Worship and Spiritual Life” that inspires this kind of care for one another and service to the world, we will have taken a big step toward fulfilling our service to the Church.
And, I will be honored to be called "Deacon."
Kevin Keller

Treasurer's Report
Income:
Income for November 2017: $79,393.84
Budgeted Income for November 2017: $67,608.09
Income YTD: $787,958.67
Budgeted Income YTD: $ 743,688.99
Expenses:
Expenses for November 2017: $55,507.73
Budgeted Expenses for November 2017: $59,753.50
Expenses YTD: $695,027.47
Budgeted Expenses YTD: $762,896.26
For those of you who fulfill your pledge through the gift of stock, please contact the Treasurer by
email at treasurer@plymouthucc.org. The current broker information has recently changed so
we need to give you the updated instructions. Also, please always inform Barb Gregory and the
treasurer when you transfer stock so we can take the appropriate action.
Respectfully Submitted by Sharyl Haas, Treasurer
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Christian Formation - Youth & Children’s Ministry
Happy 2018! As we begin this New Year, we look forward to continuing our ministry with
Children and Youth together. As we get back into the rhythm of school, work, and church,
check out this reminder of all the wonderful opportunities to be in ministry with our kids.
Perhaps a New Year's resolution can be to pray for one of these ministries throughout the
year.
Childcare - Every Sunday we oﬀer childcare for kiddos less than 5 years of age. Your kiddos
are invited to come and play in the Nursery (0-2yrs) or the Preschool (3-4yrs) rooms during
worship services and the education hour. Our staﬀ is trained in ‘Safe Church’ procedures,
and they love children.
Sprouts (Preschool Sunday School) - The faith of our preschool age kiddos is beginning
to sprout; they enjoy new ways of experiencing God. This year in Sprouts the kids will
encounter the Holy through ritual, wonder, story, prayer, and blessing. They will start and
end each class in the Preschool Childcare room for free play.
Kids Club (K-3rd Grade Sunday School) - Our K-3rd Graders will explore their faith
through games, art, yoga, story, drama, and prayer. Come and wonder what the Bible says,
how God continues to speak to us and how we can make a diﬀerence in the world. Kids
Club meets in the ‘North Room’ at the end of the North Wing.
Club 45 (4th-5th Grade Sunday School) - This group of active learners alternates between
service projects and exploring their faith. This spring we will focus on how to ‘Build Bridges’
with all God’s people around the world. As we learn stories of faith communities around the
world, we will discover ways to reach out to our neighbors and serve God’s people. Club 45
meets in the Club 45 room (third door on the right) of the North Wing.
Parents - In an eﬀort to keep our kids safe, to know you better, and to help our teachers,
we ask that you: Sign your child in and out every time they participate in children’s ministry.
You are welcome and encouraged to chat with the teachers. Come in to the room and see
what activities are planned for the day and hear stories of how your child connected to
the lesson. Let us know if there is something going on in your child’s life that we should be
aware of.
Middle School Sunday School - Every Sunday at 10 a.m. youth will explore their faith
through active discussions about identity and faith formation. There will be a mix of games
and conversations mixed into the class time. Sunday School meets in the Youth Room.
Middle School Youth Group - This fun gathering of youth meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on
the first and third Thursday of the month (for a full schedule take a printed calendar from
the youth room). Dinner, games, mission, and prayer practices fill this time. Youth group
gathers in Fellowship Hall.
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Christian Formation - Youth & Children’s Ministry Cont.
High School Youth Group - After 3.0 worship service, our High Schoolers gather together
for dinner, fun, and faith. This year the youth are choosing discussion topics and projects
to work on each week. We will also practice diﬀerent ways to pray and connect with God in
our everyday lives. Youth group gathers in Fellowship Hall 7-8:30 p.m. Sundays.
January Major Events:
Jan 14th Classes start back up at 10 a.m.
Jan 14th Front Range Youth Event in the afternoon for 6th-12th Graders
Jan 18th First Middle School Youth Group of 2018
Jan 21st First High School Youth Group of 2018
Get Involved!
As a church, we are called to care for all of our children and youth. Every time we baptize a
child in this congregation we promise to help to raise them up in the faith. It is our privilege
as a church to share God’s love with young people. The best part is your faith will be
challenged and your will grow in your understanding of the Holy when you are in ministry
with children and youth. We need Sunday School leaders and mentors for all ages and
people who enjoy hanging out with youth at youth events. We also need people who are
willing to send letters to kids we haven’t seen, be cheerleaders for our teachers, organize
our supply room, create worship bags, and provide meals and snacks. If you are interested
in any of these things, contact Mandy@plymouthucc.org

Christian Formation - Adult Education
Forums
Forums are at 10:00 a.m. in the Forum Room, west down the hall past the art gallery.
Dec. 31 No Forum or Sunday School.
The theme of the January Forums is “Pilgrimage.” Pilgrimages can take many forms, may
or may not involve travel, and may or may not change one’s life. Yet, despite (or perhaps
because of ) the uncertainties, it is a compelling spiritual practice for many people.
January 7: “What is pilgrimage?” We will consider a model of pilgrimage roughly based
on Phil Cousineau’s The Art of Pilgrimage. Mark Lee, with Sue and Greg Rutherford, will
illustrate these aspects or stages from their recent pilgrimages to the Holy Land.
January 14: “Exploring Celtic Christianity: A Pilgrimage to Scotland and Lindisfarne.”
Last spring, the Revs. Hal Chorpenning and Jane Anne Ferguson led a group, including a
number of Plymouth members, to Scotland to dig more deeply into Celtic spirituality. They
will share their reflections on what they saw and what they learned.
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Christian Formation - Adult Education Cont.
January 21: “Walking the Camino.” Fort Collins pilgrims Jane Nicolet, Julie Vedvik, Nancy
Tellez, and Carole Oldemeyer will be presenting a forum detailing their time, this past
spring, walking the Portuguese Camino. Join them as they share many of their favorite
pilgrim memories, their best decisions, their more interesting surprises and a few of the
things they learned. They look forward to reliving their amazing journey with you.
January 28: “Not Far From Home: The Desert Southwest.” The desert landscape of
the American southwest and the valleys of New Mexico have been pilgrimage sites for
centuries. Shrines, such as El Santuario de Chimayo, attract tens of thousands of pilgrims
annually. The Southwest Spirituality Group has been studying the history and spirit of
these places and will share some of their insights and plans.
Study Groups
January 7 – February 11
"Conscious Living, Conscious Aging." Do you see retirement and your later years as
a downward slope or as a meaningful time of conscious living? Finding fulfillment and
living with intention are possible as we age. In this class we will explore images of aging,
life transitions and rites of passage, life repair and empowerment, spirituality and serving,
creating a lasting legacy for a healthier world, and becoming and staying more conscious
in our living. This six week class will be based on the book, Conscious Living, Conscious
Aging, by Ron Pevny, founder of the Colorado-based Center for Conscious Eldering.
Facilitated by Phil Hoefer and Pat Slentz, this class will be full of discussion for mid-lifers and
elders. In the North Adult Ed room.
“Reading the Gospels for the Here and Now.” All too often we try to understand the
Gospels theologically. Sometimes we try to approach them in an objective way, others as
heavy with symbolism. But, in the Gospel accounts, Jesus was just doing things. Or telling
people, sometimes subtly and sometimes emphatically, How They Ought to Behave. But,
how do these words and actions of Jesus translate from the first century to the twenty-first
century? This class will use the Contextual Bible Study method we learned from our Visiting
Scholar and dig into a half dozen texts that might show us just that. Facilitated by Art
Rooze in the Fireside Room.
Spiritual Growth Opportunities
It is time to plan for summer spiritual growth opportunities! There are a number of
places and programs that could be fruitful for retreat and learning. Some of these are
geared mainly towards adults; others are friendly or have programs for children and
youth alongside adult programing. Settings range from seashores to deserts, prairies to
mountains. Programs range from artistic to academic, with a multitude of topics.
Listed by distance from here:
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Christian Formation - Adult Education Cont.
Ring Lake Ranch, “renewal in sacred wilderness,” in Wyoming’s Wind River Range near
Dubois, oﬀers a variety of evening lecturers in week-long programs through the summer.
Ringlake.org
Ghost Ranch, near Abiquiu, NM oﬀers year-round opportunities to explore art, Native
American culture, and the theology, geography, and ecosystems of the Desert Southwest.
Ghostranch.org
The Collegeville Institute, in Collegeville, MN, focuses particularly on nurturing writing
and writers in an ecumenical religious community. Oﬀering short and long term
residential programs, they work with poets, novelists, and non-fiction researchers alike.
Collegevilleinstitute.org
The Wild Goose Festival, “an art, music, and story driven transformational experience
grounded in faith-inspired social justice,” is July 12-15 in Hot Springs, NC. This is a wildly
ecumenical, post-evangelical and progressive, experimental, passionate, festival of art,
lectures, theater and music. Wildgoosefestival.org
The Craigville Theological Colloquy, “Reflecting at the Nexus of Theology and Praxis,” is a
UCC-rooted theological gathering each summer on Cape Cod, MA. Themes change by the
year, with a mixture of lectures, worship, and play. Craigvillecolloquy.com
The Iona Community, oﬀ the coast of Scotland and one of the key voices in the resurgence
of modern Celtic spiritual practice, will not have residential programs on the island in 2018
while they do significant rebuilding of the guest facilities. However, they will continue to
host daytrip activities. Iona.org.uk
If you are interested in going to the Holy Land, and want more than the packaged
weeklong whistle-stop bus tours, there are two settings I recommend. St. George College
in Jerusalem, associated with the Anglican cathedral of the same name adjacent to the
Old City, oﬀers a variety of short, thematic programs, saintgeorgescollegejerusalem.com.
Secondly, I cannot say enough good about the Tantur Ecumenical Institute, in Jerusalem
near Bethlehem, where I based my pilgrimage last summer. They oﬀer programs ranging
from a few weeks to three months, as well as can serve as a base for self-organized study
and touring. Tantur.org
Diverse Help Wanted
The Forum Ministry Team is a great group of retired guys. We’d love to add some diversity
to our team! If you’re younger than 60, and maybe even female, a creative type, or
politically connected, and would like to assist with developing the Forum program,
we’d love to have you. Requirements are one meeting per month for brainstorming
and planning (currently usually daytime but we can adapt), the willingness to contact
prospective Forum speakers, and willingness to serve as “Forum Host” (aka, “Go-fer of the
Day”) roughly monthly. If you’re curious or interested, talk to current members Bruce
Ronda, Ken Klopenstein, Ken Freese or staﬀ liaison Mark Lee.
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Immigration Ministry Team
In November the Leadership Council approved the proposed Declaration of Plymouth as an
Immigrant Welcoming Congregation. All members are invited to a congregational meeting
on January 14 at noon to discuss the proposal.
A vote on the declaration will be held at the Annual Meeting on January 28.
As a denomination, the United Church of Christ has historically been involved in
broadening the circle of inclusion from the abolition of slavery to full inclusion of our
LGBTQ family and, more recently the plight of immigrants. As early as 1981, the UCC
General Synod issued the pronouncement “Justice in Immigration.”
Delegates to General Synod 2017 again underscored the love of neighbor, proclaiming that
no human is illegal, and they overwhelmingly declared the UCC an Immigrant Welcoming
Denomination. They called on all settings of the United Church of Christ to do the same.
We at Plymouth bring ourselves into this eﬀort to be a prophetic voice to humanize the
immigrant in the United States and normalize migration as a global human right.
Our proposed declaration:
The members of Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ, Fort Collins, Colorado
hear God’s Call to care for and welcome with compassion and justice the widow, orphan
and alien who are living in our community. We follow Jesus, the Christ, who lives
among the “least of these” in our communities. We aﬃrm that each and every person is
a Child of God welcome in the Realm of God’s Love. Our refugee-immigrant ancestors
fled persecution; upon arriving in Colorado they established the German Evangelical
Congregational Church that laid the foundation for Plymouth Congregational UCC.
Therefore, Plymouth Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, Fort Collins, CO
declares itself an “Immigrant Welcoming Congregation” to encourage the development
of policies and activities within Plymouth UCC dedicated to facilitating respectful,
compassionate welcome and inclusion of immigrants in our midst.

One Village One Family
One Village One Family is looking for new members! One Village One Family is a program
that helps northern Colorado families find and stay in permanent housing by oﬀering
counseling, support, and small amounts of financial assistance. Plymouth's OVOF ministry
team (or "village") is looking for a few people to join them.
The time commitment entails a training season of two to three hours, then one to two hour
meetings with the family every three to four weeks, along with a check-in phone call by
a member of the village with the family between the meetings. The mentoring program
lasts from six to eight months. The family is responsible for doing the leg work needed to
get them into housing. If you're interested in joining Plymouth's One Village One Family
team or know someone who might be, contact Betsy Bedient or Adam Redavid (ajredavid@
gmail.com) on the Outreach and Mission Board.
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IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT
IN OUR BACK YARD:
How deportation and family separation impacts us all
SUN, JAN 7, 2018 at 4:30 PM

Presentation by DR. JANINA FARIÑAS

Plymouth Congregational Church UCC
916 W. Prospect Rd., Fort Collins

CSU Professor of Human Development and
Family Studies.

Current immigration enforcement actions throughout the Larimer County have a profound
impact on Latinx individuals, children, families, and our community as a whole. Dr. Janina
Fariñas will share how her work with our community’s most vulnerable residents have led
to a better understanding of the psychological challenges and stressors faced by families
under constant threat of deportation.
Sponsored by the Immigration Ministry Team at Plymouth and the Interfaith Sanctuary and Accompaniment Coalition.
Optional Epiphany service to follow at 6pm.
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An Invitation to Explore Celtic Christian Spirituality
Every Wednesday morning a group meets to explore Celtic Christian Spirituality. We invite
you to join our pilgrimage as we start the new year! There will be sacrifice and reward.
Your sacrifice is that we meet from 7:15 to 8:15 a.m. most every Wednesday morning in the
Conference Room. Your reward is that we read a variety of interesting books and discuss
them through a “Celtic Christian” spiritual lens.
So what does that mean? Celtic Christian spirituality flows from teachings of the fifth
century Celtic monks. And those teachings ask, as J. Phillip Newell puts it: “How many of
us were taught actually to look for God within creation and to recognize the world as the
place of revelation and the whole of life as sacramental?”
Although some of us have been meeting for 10 years, most of us have joined much more
recently. And, since we do more than just read and discuss books, we welcome new
members to join and help shape our future discourse.
At our January 10 meeting, we will begin reading a classic of popular Celtic Christian
literature: Listening for the Heartbeat of God: A Celtic Spirituality by J. Philip Newell. Please
consider joining us, and feel free to contact us with any questions.
Doug and Carol Fox (970) 221-0800 Linda Mahan (970) 484-2259

Gratitude Good for Your Heart - Stewardship Board
For many decades, behavioral cardiology studied the impact of so-called negative traits—
such as stress, depression, and anxiety—on people with cardiovascular disease.
But what about the impact of positive traits? Could they conversely improve cardiovascular
health? At the University of California, San Diego, a study is finding that expressing
gratitude isn’t just good manners. If you’re suﬀering from cardiovascular disease, gratitude
may just help save your life. So far, researchers find that even a brief 10-minute bout of
journaling on the topic of gratitude improves the energy profile of the heart and the
cardiovascular system. There are many ways to cultivate gratitude. The simple act of writing
down what we’re grateful for, which was used in the research, can increase gratitude. No
matter what the form, simply asking each day “What am I grateful for?” can bring awareness
and appreciation to the positive features within and around us, helping us to embrace life
as it is with all its imperfections. When gratitude is present in our awareness, everything
changes and we can find ourselves transformed. By cultivating gratitude, the research
suggests, we cultivate well-being. For more information see: https://gratefulness.org/
Some of you attended the presentation on Gratitude by Dr. Christine O’Brien who
presented some of this research. This year Stewardship will sponsor a more detailed
presentation by Dr. O’Brien, a family doctor at the Fort Collins VA Medical Center who works
to empower Veterans in whole person self-care.
Irene Wherritt, Chair, Stewardship
12

Christmas Giving Tree
We want to thank all the generous members and friends of Plymouth who helped ensure
that the Christmas Giving Tree was successful in 2017. This year, 36 households donated
dozens of gifts to 80 children--an increase of 15 children from last year. The children were
from 28 families at The Family Center and Bennett School. In addition, more than 25
families and individuals gave hundreds of disposable diapers and thousands of baby wipes
to The Family Center.
Many thanks to Nick Hoyer, David Petersen, and Ron Graver who delivered all the boxes,
bags, and diapers/wipes. And once again, we thank Mary Shultz who was on the first
Giving Tree committee in 1993 and initiated this program.
We appreciate the generosity and good will of all of you.
Sara Myers and Joyce DeVaney

Announcements
Talent Show - Got talent??? Can you tell a joke, play an instrument, organize a skit , do a magic
trick? January 26th is the date for the PLYMOUTH TALENT SHOW. There will be a dessert pot luck
beginning at 6:30 and the talent show beginning at 7. It would be great if we could make this an
annual activity. There will be a sign up on the bulletin board. Come and be part of the fun.
Questions call Kathee Houser (928) 600-4610
Burial Plots for Sale
Plymouth Congregational, UCC, has 4 burial plots for sale. Three plots are located at Fort Collins’
Roselawn Cemetery and one plot at Grandview Cemetery. These plots are being oﬀered to
Plymouth members on a “first come, first serve basis.” Each plot is valued at $1580.
Lot locations are:
Roselawn Cemetery: Section: Christus, Lot 15, Graves B3 & B4 and Lot 16, Grave D1
Grandview Cemetery: Section 08, Lot 187, Grave A
Funds generated from the sale will be used to support the Memorial Garden and the installation
of the labyrinth. For more details, contact the church oﬃce.
Morning of Silence: Saturday, February 3, from 8:30-11:30 am in the Forum Room. Includes
Centering Prayer, Psalms, Meditative walking, and breaks.
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Fellowship & Small Groups
Women’s Retreat: What does it mean to follow Jesus?
When: February 23 – 25, 2018
Where: Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center, Allenspark, CO
The Plymouth Women’s Retreat is designed to grow your faith through engaging
talks, meaningful worship and fellowship with other women while enjoying a
comfortable retreat center with beautiful mountain views.
This year, we will meet in small groups to read and discuss scripture together,
discovering what it means to follow Jesus. The retreat includes time for games, to
pray, reflect and more.
Meet new friends and reacquaint yourself with old ones: Join us February 23, 24 and
25 at Highlands Presbyterian Camp & Retreat Center near Estes Park, CO. Carpools
available! Register Sunday, January 7, 14, 21 at the Women’s Retreat table in the
Fellowship Hall. Check or Cash.
Cost includes prepared meals and shared rooming: $139 - 4 to a room; $149 - 3 to a
room; $173 - 2 to a room; $293 - 1 in a room.
Questions? Contact Claudia Demarco (cc.demarco@comcast.net) or Katrina
Starkweather (katr3na@gmail.com).
The Plymouth Men's Fellowship (PMF) usually meets at the Church, the 3rd
Saturday of the month, at 8:00 a.m. for breakfast and/or an activity or program.
The next PMF meetings for 2018 are January 20, February 10 (Joint group Valentine's
Day breakfast), and March 17th.
Fellowship of the Grape will meet on Jan. 26,2018 at 6 p.m. at
the home of Art and Carol Rooze, 2059 Stoney Hill Ct. Fort Collins,
CO 80525. Please bring a bottle of wine and an appetizer to share,
along with the spirit of fellowship.
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Plymouth Congregational
United Church of Christ

Prayer Concerns

An Open and Aﬃrming congregation

Gathered in 1903

PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep the following members and friends of
Plymouth in prayer:
Recently in the Hospital:
• Linda Garton

www.plymouthucc.org
(970) 482-9212

Church Staﬀ

Our Sympathy is with:
• Nancy Sturtevant & family on the death of her sister’s
grandson
• Jan Engert & family on the death of her father
• The family of Dotty Mattern on her death
• Barb Fraley & family on the death of her nephew
• Jim Poole & family on the death of his mother
• Jane Anne Ferguson & family on the death of her
father
• Mary Freese & family on the death of her cousin
Please also pray for all people with cancer and their
caregivers.

Hal Chorpenning
Senior Minister
hal@plymouthucc.org
Jake Joseph
Associate Minister
jake@plymouthucc.org
Jane Anne Ferguson
Acting Associate Minister
janeanne@plymouthucc.org
Mark Heiskanen
Director of Music/Organist
music@plymouthucc.org
Mandy Hall
Director of Christian Formation
(Children & Youth)
mandy@plymouthucc.org
Mark Lee
Director of Christian Formation
(Adults)
mark@plymouthucc.org

REMEMBER THAT YOU MAY CALL A PASTOR
(HAL, JAKE OR JANE ANNE) ANY TIME YOU
ARE UNEXPECTEDLY HOSPITALIZED OR JUST
NEED A VISIT OR PRAYER—IF WE ARE ABLE
TO BE THERE, WE ARE BLESSED TO MAKE
A VISIT. PLYMOUTH’S SUPPORT VISITORS
AND CALLING & CARING VISITORS ALSO
MAKE PERIODIC VISITS WITH MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS. CONTACT PARISHVISITOR@
PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG IF YOU’D LIKE TO SET

Barbara Gregory
Oﬃce Manager
barbara@plymouthucc.org
LOOKING FOR THE
CALENDAR? PLEASE VIEW IT
ON OUR WEBSITE @ WWW.
PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG
AND CLICK ON “CALENDAR.”
Placard deadline is the 15th of the
month (unless otherwise noted in
bulletin inserts). Please include
"Placard" in the email subject and
any pictures you would like as
attachments.

UP A VISITOR.
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Andrew Bondi
IT / Comm. Coordinator
andrew@plymouthucc.org
Jenn Conway & Johnny Wieda
Sextons
sexton@plymouthucc.org
Marty Marsh
Placard Editor
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