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The Plymouth Placard

Plymouth Congregational Church, UCC
916 West Prospect Road • Fort Collins, CO 80526
www.plymouthucc.org • 970-482-9212

Remember, if you miss a 
Sunday, you can listen to 
sermons online at www.
plymouthucc.org, or you 

can subscribe on iTunes and 
receive a podcast each week.

Worship for February

We close the season of Epiphany and begin the season of Lent early 
this year…on Valentine’s Day! Our simple soup supper and Ash 
Wednesday service have gained a larger attendance in recent years, 
so join us for this service that helps deepen our spiritual journey 
together in Lent.

February 4
Mark 1.29-39

February 11
Transfiguration
Mark 9.2-9

February 14, Ash Wednesday
6:15 Simple Soup Supper, 7:00 Service
This service is appropriate for all ages, and families are most 
welcome.

February 18
First Sunday in Lent
Mark 1.9-15

February 25
Genesis 17.1-7 and 15-16

February 2018
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From Hal’s Desk

I write this column on my day off after a week that was a veritable cascade of meetings (and 
a missed Placard deadline). Your Budget & Finance Committee and Leadership Council spent 
the Martin Luther King holiday meeting to hammer out a proposed budget for 2018, which 
we will present to the congregation on January 28. Members of Council have been working 
to restructure a Nominating Committee that will also undertake leadership development, and 
they’ve been meeting with staff and lay leaders this week. Other meetings this week were with 
our Deacons on Tuesday night, and then two Rocky Mountain Conference meetings happened 
on Wednesday: the IGNITE leadership program, which Larry McCulloch and I help to lead, 
and then the Board of Directors of La Foret, which is chaired by our own Terri Schulz. (Special 
kudos to Larry McCulloch who, as executive director of La Foret, has brought our camp and 
conference center from the brink of financial disaster to being debt-free!)

One can look at meetings as a necessary evil, or one can see them as being part of doing God’s 
work in the world. Is the Holy Spirit active in meetings? Sometimes it’s obvious to us, and most 
often it’s not…but that doesn’t mean the Spirit is not at work with us and through us.

I want to take a moment to appreciate deeply the work of our members in meetings, both 
near and far. It may not be glamorous or seem to be “spiritual,” but it is essential for Plymouth 
to function well and healthily. And we do need more folks…young adults, middle-aged, 
and older folks…to step up and step into leadership. That’s how our Congregational system 
functions: we don’t assign authority to bishops, rectors, or anyone else. 

In all the busyness, I have found myself rereading a wonderful poem, “Blessing in the Chaos” by 
Jan Richardson, which I share here with you:

To all that is chaotic
in you,
let there come silence.

Let there be
a calming
of the clamoring,
a stilling
of the voices that
have laid their claim
on you,
that have made their
home in you,

that go with you
even to the
holy places

but will not
let you rest,
will not let you
hear your life
with wholeness
or feel the grace
that fashioned you.

Let what distracts you
cease.
Let what divides you
cease.
Let there come an end
to what diminishes
and demeans,
and let depart
all that keeps you

in its cage.

Let there be
an opening
into the quiet
that lies beneath
the chaos,
where you find
the peace
you did not think
possible
and see what shimmers
within the storm.
 
Deep peace,
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Staff Perspective: Rev. Jane Anne Ferguson

We are a month into 2018. It's becoming normal to write the new year’s number on 
documents and in our check books. Yet, as we listen to the news of our nation and the news 
of the world, the year does not feel very new. Where do we turn for hope and renewal? The 
same issues and concerns are pressing and stressing. 

As I read through the scriptures for my weekly lectionary blog at SermonStorie.com in the 
midst of the January cold wave, I was thrust into the immediacy of the Gospel of Mark. This 
Gospel sweeps us off our feet from the beginning, plunging us into the heart of the matter, 
into what matters to God. Jesus comes to proclaim the Kingdom of God, which is being 
brought into being NOW! 

Considering the violent and divisive events we hear daily, don’t we also yearn for God’s 
realm of justice and peace, forgiveness, love and joy to be brought into being NOW? In 
Mark 14: 17 Jesus says to the local fishermen, Simon and Andrew, James and John, “Follow 
me! I will make you fishers of people! Let's bring them into the net of God’s love and justice 
and peace!” As we hear their call, it echoes in our own hearts and minds. 

The decisive response of the fishermen to the call of God’s realm is a response of courage in 
the face of the unknown. I long to have courage to emulate their response. How about you? 
The concerns of family and work (which the disciples must have had as well) confuse our 
responses of courage. How can we just give it all up and follow the urgent call of Jesus? Is 
the call that black and white, either/or? 

In “Sermon Seeds” (http://www.ucc.org/worship_samuel_sermon_seeds_january_21_2018) 
a weekly UCC lectionary reflection, the Rev. Kate Huey quotes Ted Smith, an essayist in 
Feasting on the Word Year B, Vol. 1. “Jesus doesn't ask the fishermen ‘to add one more task 
to their busy lives. He calls them into new ways of being. So, he doesn't give them a new list 
of things to do but a new identity….a whole new life’.” This is a dynamic invitation to “’a new 
identity….a whole new life’.” 

I know I have answered this call many times in my life in small ways and in large. I 
know probably you have, too! What I often need to keep on responding is a moment of 
encounter with the one who is calling. Who is this one that calls me to into work alongside 
him in co-creation of God’s realm? Below is a guided meditation I wrote to help me and 
others open to the opportunity for such an encounter. I offer it to you in hopes that it will 
help you to keep on responding to Christ’s call.

With you on the journey,
Jane Anne
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Staff Perspective: Rev. Jane Anne Ferguson cont.

Guided Meditation on Mark 1:16-20

• Get comfortable and mindful of your breathing until it is regular and slow, calm 
and automatic. Read the story from Mark aloud to yourself. Invite the Spirit of God 
to journey with you and lead you through this meditation.

• You are at the seashore. What do you see before you?  Is the wind cool or warm? 
Is the sun fierce or gentle? What smells tickle your nose? Can you taste salt on your 
lips? What are you hearing

• How long have you been on the beach?  What have you been doing?  Are you 
working or at leisure? Fishing from the shore? On a boat? Just walking the length of 
the strand? Scavenging shells, seaweed? Looking for crabs?

• Stop whatever you are doing for a moment and notice someone coming down 
the beach. It looks as if this person is walking straight at you. You realize that this 
person is looking for you. Do you want to speak to this person? Do you want to 
avoid this person?

• As the person approaches, notice the details of the person’s appearance. 
Clothes, walk, hair, manner of posture. What are the facial features? What do the 
eyes tell you? Smiling? Serious? Something else?

• The person stops in front of you or by your side. Or behind you. What do you 
feel in your body?  In your emotions? 

• The person speaks….what is said? What is the conversation? What questions do 
you have for this person? Stay in the conversation until it seems/feels finished. Do 
not rush.  

• Walk with the person until you sense there is an end to your conversation….
watch the person walk on to find someone else… Notice again your seashore sur-
roundings.  Come back into your bodily senses of sight, sound, taste, touch, smell. 
Wriggle your fingers or toes. Stretch a bit. Say a prayer of closure if you are so 
moved and give thanks for the conversation you have just had. Open your eyes if 
they were closed Make some notes in a journal if you would like. Breathe deep and 
get a big drink of water!

©Jane Anne Ferguson, 2018 and beyond. May be reprinted with permission only. 
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Leadership Council

It’s the start of a new year for Plymouth Congregational Church. During the January 
28th Congregational meeting, we voted on our new slate of church leaders, and this 
group will be meeting with their respective boards and committees for the first time 
in the coming weeks. This is also the beginning of a new formation of the Leadership 
Council. This past year we voted to change the tenure of our Vice Moderator, 
Moderator, and Treasurer. Starting this year the Council will consist of a Moderator, 
Vice Moderator, Past Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, four At-large 
members and our Senior Minister. The new faces on the council are Dave Petersen 
- Vice Moderator, Judy Barth – Treasurer, Jim Medlock – Assistant Treasurer, and Jeff 
Morisette – At Large member. 

For a variety of reasons, administration of our church continues to grow in 
complexity. Goals for this year’s Council include getting a good handle on the 
church’s financial management. We have depended on a volunteer treasurer to do an 
ever-increasing amount of work. In 2017 we hired a part-time bookkeeper, but after 
she left for family reasons, we moved to using a bookkeeping service. Both systems 
helped, but still our treasurer is spending a large amount of time keeping processes 
moving. Bringing in an assistant treasurer will help, but we still need to solve the 
workload issue. 

Another goal is to better train our board and committee members so they can 1) feel 
confident in their positions, and 2) to be more effective in their work. We have asked 
the Nominating Committee to expand their duties to not only recruit members, but 
to help orient them in church governance and how to be successful church leaders. 

This last month the council’s Budget and Finance Committee took a hard look at 
the 2017 budget and expense report to develop the 2018 budget. Quite a bit of 
trimming was done to attempt to balance the budget to the pledges received. We 
still had a deficit, but felt we could make up the difference over the course of the year, 
as this historically has been the case. We will be tracking the income and expenses to 
make sure we are on target. If we are not, more trimming will occur mid-year. 

As always, we are anxious to hear from our members. We are here to serve you and 
are doing our best to meet the goals set forth in the Strategic Plan Report, while 
meeting the ever-occurring challenges that come our way.

Diane Stober, Moderator; Dave Petersen, Vice-Moderator; Bob Sturtevant, Past-
Moderator; Judy Barth, Treasurer; Jim Medlock, Assistant Treasurer;  Mary Freese, 
Clerk; Linda Preston, Elaine Kim, Marilu Theodore and Jeff Morisette, Members at 
Large;  Hal Chorpenning, Senior Minister.
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Deacon's Bench

Deacon’s Bench:  A health emergency at church

Have you ever wondered what would happen if there were a health emergency at church?  As a 
deacon standing in the back of church and as a nurse/former instructor of nursing, I have often 
thought about this aspect of our life together.  What would you do if the person next to you during 
service had a heart attack?  What would you do if you were at a late evening meeting at church and 
someone fell, hit their head, and became unconscious?  Do you know where the AED is located?  Do 
you know how to use the AED?  Do you know how to do CPR?  Where is the first aid kit located?  How 
do you call for help?

The deacons, with the trustees, youth education director, and other groups of the congregation are 
beginning to address health emergencies at church.  Please call/text (970-481-6661) or email (frances-
milde@uiowa.edu) Fran Milde:

If you are a CPR/AED certified instructor,

If you have a current CPR/AED certificate.

If you are a health professional, and/or

 If you are willing to serve on a short-term committee to address health emergencies.

Stay tuned in the months ahead.  The life you save may be your own or the person you love.

Fran Milde

Treasurer's Report

Income:
Income for December 2017:  $76,984.92
Budgeted Income for December 2017:  $61,784.75
Income YTD:  $881,561.56
Budgeted Income YTD: $ 811,298.33

Expenses:
Expenses for December 2017:   $90,296.39
Budgeted Expenses for December 2017:  $59,824.30
Expenses YTD: $785,911.35
Budgeted Expenses YTD: $822,720.56

For those of you who fulfill your pledge through the gift of stock, please contact the Treasurer 
by email at treasurer@plymouthucc.org. The current broker information has recently changed so 
we need to give you the updated instructions. Also, please always inform Barb Gregory and the 
treasurer when you transfer stock so we can take the appropriate action.

Respectfully Submitted by Sharyl Haas, Treasurer
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Musical Notes

I am pleased to announce that a Choral Section Leader Program has been established in this 
new year. The purpose of this endeavor is to provide consistent and professional support to 
the Chancel Choir and serve as an investment to musical excellence in our choral anthems. The 
vocalists will also bring leadership and assistance in learning new choral music in their respec-
tive voice sections and provide solo and chamber ensemble offerings within the services. 

Soprano Emily Morris has graciously agreed to serve as Plymouth’s first section leader of this 
program. Emily has sung with the Chancel Choir on many occasions in the past, and I was 
hopeful that she would agree to be with us on an ‘official’ basis. I would like to introduce her to 
you now with the following brief bio:

Emily received her Bachelors of Music and Masters of Music in Vocal Performance from Colo-
rado State University and is a student of Dr. Tiffany Blake-Oliver. As a member of CSU’s Opera 
Theater, she has been seen in many roles, including Lauretta in Gianni Schicchi and Susanna in 
Mozart’s Le Nozze di Figaro. She was also an Apprentice Artist with Opera Fort Collins, perform-
ing as Despina in Cosi fan tutte. Upcoming engagements include Valencienne in The Merry 
Widow with Loveland Opera Theater and Pamina in Die Zauberflöte with the Arapahoe Phil-
harmonic. Emily also manages the Arias@Avo's series at Avogadro's Number, sponsored by the 
Opera Fort Collins Guild.

The hope is to invite several other professional vocalists to the program in years to come. I 
have many years of experience in managing choral section leader programs and have seen 
firsthand the invigorative impact to both the choirs and congregational worship. Welcome, 
Emily!

Mark Heiskanen
Director of Music 

Got Clutter? - The Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning

Book study led by Irene Wherritt, Anna Olsen, and Harmony Tucker in Fireside Room, Sundays, 
February 18-Mar 25, 10:05-10:55 a.m. Stewardship’s educational series brings you a new 
book with a fresh slant on rightsizing.  Author and artist Margareta Magnusson uses a dry, 
unsentimental and sometimes dark Scandinavian sense of humor to encourage us to do 
without the burden of too many things to look after and too many messes to organize.  In 
Death Cleaning you streamline your belongings while you're still healthy enough to do the 
job — thus saving relatives the difficult task of sorting through them after you're gone.  The 
concept, she writes "is not sad at all" and can be uplifting and rewarding.  The diminutive 
book, complete with playful drawings by the author, meanders from subject to subject like a 
conversation over tea with a friend.   Join us for an uplifting discussion!

Stewardship Board
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Rooted in the progressive Christian tradition of the U.C.C., the Christian Formation Board 
and its ministries teach, challenge, and equip Plymouth's worshiping community of 
children, youth, and adults to develop a lifelong transforming relationship with God that 
inspires action towards peace and justice for all of creation.

God Sightings- Every time I gather with our youth or a group of adult leaders, I challenge 
them to share a way that they saw God in the past week. This has become an important 
discipline in my spiritual life because it serves to remind me that, even when I’ve had 
a hard week or things are looking rather dreary, God is present.  This is oftentimes my 
favorite part of a meeting because I am always blown away by the diversity of responses.  
Last month was an exception, and God sightings weren’t my favorite part of a meeting 
with our Confirmation Mentors.  This group of leaders has accepted the role of mentor, to 
ask questions, challenge, and wrestle with God.  We went around the room and shared a 
story of a spiritual mentor from our past.  There are so many ways to make a difference in a 
person’s life.  There are many ways to share the gospel with others. The witness of grace and 
love that was present in that room was truly humbling.  I hope that we all have a chance to 
stop and think about those who have mentored us and challenge ourselves to be a mentor 
in small ways and big.  

Thank You- In December the 4th and 5th graders handed out Blessing Bags for our 
church to share with people in need.  This ministry would not have happened without 
your support and generous donations.  More important that your response to the supply 
drive is the stories that are coming back to our kids. It helps each of us understand the 
impact of the ministry and the difference that our kids can make in the world. Thank you 
for sharing your experience of handing out a bag to someone you met on the side of the 
road.  The impact of these stories is inspiring.  Keep passing out bags (there are lots more in 
Fellowship Hall), and keep sharing your stories. 

Looking Ahead- 

February 10th-11th FRYE Service Day and Lock-In

February 11th Author Visit in Club 45, Laura Resau will talk about “Star in the Forest”

Mandy Hall,
Director of Christian Formation - Children and Youth

Christian Formation - Youth & Children’s Ministry
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Christian Formation - Adult Education

Forums

Forums are at 10:00 a.m. in the Forum Room, west down the hall past the art gallery.

February Forum Topics: TBD

Study Groups

January 7 – February 11

"Conscious Living, Conscious Aging." Do you see retirement and your later years as a 
downward slope or as a meaningful time of conscious living? Finding fulfillment and living 
with intention are possible as we age.  In this class we will explore images of aging, life 
transitions and rites of passage, life repair and empowerment, spirituality and serving, 
creating a lasting legacy for a healthier world, and becoming and staying more conscious 
in our living.  This six week class will be based on the book, Conscious Living, Conscious 
Aging, by Ron Pevny, founder of the Colorado-based Center for Conscious Eldering.  
Facilitated by Phil Hoefer and Pat Slentz, this class will be full of discussion for mid-lifers and 
elders. In the North Adult Ed room.

“Reading the Gospels for the Here and Now.”  All too often we try to understand the 
Gospels theologically.  Sometimes we try to approach them in an objective way, others as 
heavy with symbolism.  But, in the Gospel accounts, Jesus was just Doing Things.  Or telling 
people, sometimes subtly and sometimes emphatically, How They Ought to Behave.  But, 
how do these words and actions of Jesus translate from the first century to the twenty-first 
century?  This class will use the Contextual Bible Study method we learned from our Visiting 
Scholar and dig into a half dozen texts that might show us just that.  Facilitated by Art 
Rooze in the Fireside Room.

February 18 – March 25

(Books available on Adult Ed table starting Feb. 4)

"Liberating the Gospels: Reading the Bible with Jewish Eyes," by John Shelby Spong.  This 
book offers a compelling view of the first five Gospels as thoroughly Jewish texts, providing 
powerful insights into their purpose within the early Christian community.  Analysis of 
one of the earliest-known New Testament manuscripts, the Codex Alexandrinus, uncovers 
remarkable parallels between Old and New Testament narratives that bring us closer to 
how Jesus was really understood in his day and should be in ours.  Facilitated by Darrel 
Knoblock in the North Adult Ed Room.

"The Gentle Art of Swedish Death Cleaning", by Margareta Magnusson, a Swedish artist 
who lists her age as “80 to 100,” and lays out a refreshing decluttering style.  Magnusson 
recommends her strategy to keep from accumulating clutter in our homes and lives.  
Reading the book feels a lot like spending the afternoon with your grandmother.   
Facilitated by Irene Wherritt, Anna Olsen, and Harmony Tucker in the Fireside Room.
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Plymouth Sound Update - Can You Hear Me Now?

The Plymouth Sound team is considering upgrading our hearing 
assist capability in the Sanctuary. We are interested in receiving 
feedback on what issues currently create challenging conditions 
for those who use the hearing assist equipment.  We are also 
interested in knowing if users know of specific equipment 
compatibility issues that should taken into consideration.  If you 
have information to share, please talk to or email Dean Wallace, 
dean.wallace@colostate.edu.  Thank you.
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Club 45 Reads The Star in the Forest

In keeping with the theme of immigration and diversity, 
Plymouth's 4th and 5th grade Sunday school class (Club 45), 
is reading Laura Resau's book, The Star in the Forest.  Laura 
is a Fort Collins author who writes books with the themes of 
immigration, deportation and strong youth.  In December, Club 
45 members took  books home along with a series of questions 
to consider and discuss with their families.  On Sunday, 
February 11, Laura and her friend Gloria will visit the class to 
discuss the book and hear the children's responses.

If others would like to read the book, Mandy Hall will have 
copies once they are returned.  It's a wonderful story for 
elementary age children and offers opportunities to discuss the 
topic of deportation.

Where in the World do Plymouth Families Come From?

America is a land of immigrants, and the Immigration Ministry Team thought it would be 
interesting to see from where we have come.  A large world map, hung on the north wall 
of the Fellowship Hall, invites everyone to place a pin on your family's country of origin 
and one on your place of birth.   If you haven't taken a look lately, stop by and notice the 
diversity of our Plymouth community, and place your pins.    Thanks for your participation! 

Cards to Immigrant Detainees

A special thanks to parishioners for writing 45 cards for people in immigration detention 
following the morning services on Dec 17th.  Another 50 people from Fuerza Latina and the 
congregations of the Interfaith Sanctuary & Accompaniment Coalition (ISAAC) gathered at 
Wolverine Farm Publick House later that afternoon to write an additional 300 cards, which 
were transported to Casa de Paz and walked into the Aurora Detention Center before 
Christmas. We also produced about 200 cards for long-term detainees outside the state, 
and for families in Sanctuary in the state of Colorado. Many people have begun to receive 
thank you cards from those detainees, and our work with Casa de Paz was spotlighted in 
Spanish Language television here: https://goo.gl/H3JoCy

Immigration Ministry Team
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Be Good Stewards of God's Natural Resources

There are many simple ways to be good stewards of God's natural resources and to help 
conserve our environment. Small efforts, when multiplied, can make a huge difference in 
the long run. You've read about several methods from the Environmental Ministry Team 
already. Here are a few more to also consider and to share with others.

1. Air dry your laundry whenever possible. Winter or summer, we often hang our clothes 
on deck railings and chairs to dry. It really doesn't take long to dry. Yes, it is an extra step, 
but it saves a little electricity or gas.

2. Replace incandescent and compact fluorescent light bulbs with LED bulbs. LED bulbs 
use lumens instead of watts to categorize bulbs. Lumens are a measure of brightness. 
Watt is a unit of power. A 900 lumen LED bulb is equivalent to a 60 watt incandescent 
bulb in brightness but only uses 8-12 watts of power. LED's make a big difference in the 
power consumed in your home.

3. Reduce the amount of air conditioning time. AC units use a lot of power. Increase your 
thermostat's temperature setting a little. Ceiling fans and whole house exhaust fans do a 
good job for keeping a house comfortable and use 6 to 8 times less power than AC.

4. Purchase Renewable Energy. Wind and Solar are means to supplement your monthly 
electric consumption. We purchased 14 solar panels in the Riverside Community Solar 
Array, which credits about 80% of our annual kilowatt hour usage. Wind energy can also 
be purchased. These are City of Fort Collins programs. Check with your local electric utility 
supplier for solar programs they may have.

5. Above all, turn off the lights in rooms not being used, and turn down the thermostat 
when not at home.

Philip Hoefer for the Environmental Ministry Team

Environmental Ministry Team
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On January 4, 2018, the Fort Collins Interfaith Council was hosted by Congregation Har 
Shalom. They welcomed us with warm hospitality. The program was two-fold ... A Blood 
Drive, as well as an informative presentation about the 2,500 year old religion of Buddhism 
as well as instructing us about "Mindfulness Practices." The presenters were Sandy Lemberg, 
Viviane-Ephraimson-Abt, a Zen Buddhist, and Gailmarie Kimmel, Director of the Shambhala 
Meditation Center located in Old Town Square in Fort Collins. The Shambhala Meditation 
Center has been effective in helping those with addiction via their mindfulness/mediation 
practices and a 12 step program. Go to: https://fortcollins.shambhala.org/

There is also the Shambhala Mountain Center, Red Feather Lakes, CO . The Great Stupa of 
Dharmakaya crowns a meadow at the upper end of the center's main valley... standing 
108 feet tall. The Great Stupa is one of the most significant examples of sacred Buddhist 
architecture in North America. The Mountain Center welcomes all people with inspiration, 
interest, and curiosity about understanding the nature of self and society. Go to: https://
www.shambhalamountain.org/

There are seven Buddhist traditions represented in Fort Collins. Kimmel said that the 
Buddhist faith is non-theistic, secular and beyond religion. The practice of mindfulness 
is stressed. It provides serenity, teaches kindness, and promotes civility in these troubled 
times. Three books by Thich Nhat Hanh were recommended: The Art of Communicating; 
Understanding our Mind; and Walking Meditation: Peace is Every Step-It Turns the Endless 
Path to Joy.

February 1, 2018, the Interfaith Council will meet at First Presbyterian Church, 531 S. 
College Avenue at 9 a.m. for IFC's Annual Meeting. It will be a potluck breakfast.  All 
are welcome.

Submission by Ron Graver

Interfaith Council
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Seekers study group will resume meeting on Wednesdays at 1 - 2 p.m. in 
the Fireside Room beginning Ash Wednesday (Feb. 14) to study The Last 
Week by Marcus J. Borg & John Dominic Crossan.  All are invited to join us 
for this Lenten study of Jesus’ final days in Jerusalem.   For more information, 
contact Pat Slentz.

Beginning Tuesday, Jan. 30, all are invited to join the Celtic II group 
as we begin our new book Occasions for Alleluia by Rev. Canon 
David Adam, former vicar of the Holy Island of Lindisfarne.  Celtic II 
meets Tuesday mornings at 9 – 10:15 a.m. in the Conference Room.  
For more information, contact Karen Guter or Pat Slentz. 

The early morning Living Celtic Christianity group is starting 
to meet not-quite-so early! We’re moving our meeting time from 
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. each Wednesday morning. Though the 
group has been meeting for more than ten years, the participants 
come and go with time, and we welcome you to study and pray 
with us as we learn more about Celtic Christian spirituality. Join 
us in the Conference Room as we study the basic history of this 
rich tradition by reading John Philip Newell’s Listening for the 
Heartbeat of God. (John Philip spoke at Plymouth as part of Hal’s 
Lilly Endowment grant and also met with members on the 2017 
Scotland pilgrimage.)

Morning of Silence:   Saturday, February 3, from 8:30-11:30 a.m. in the Forum Room.  Includes 
Centering Prayer, Psalms,  Meditative walking, and breaks.

Announcements

Fellowship & Small Groups

The Plymouth Men's Fellowship (PMF) usually meets at the Church the 3rd Saturday 
of the month at 8:00 a.m. for breakfast and/or an activity or program.

The next PMF meetings for 2018 are February 10 (Joint group Valentine's Day 
breakfast), and March 17th.

Fellowship of the Grape will meet on Feb. 23, 2018, at 6 p.m. at 
the home of Tom and Cindy Bylander, 2208 Copper Creek Drive, 
Unit A, Fort Collins, CO 80528. Please bring a bottle of wine and 
an appetizer to share, along with the spirit of fellowship.
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Church Staff
Hal Chorpenning
Senior Minister
hal@plymouthucc.org

Jake Joseph
Associate Minister
jake@plymouthucc.org

Jane Anne Ferguson
Associate Minister
janeanne@plymouthucc.org

Mark Heiskanen
Director of Music/Organist
music@plymouthucc.org

Mandy Hall
Director of Christian Formation 
(Children & Youth)
mandy@plymouthucc.org

Mark Lee
Director of Christian Formation 
(Adults)
mark@plymouthucc.org

Barbara Gregory
Office Manager
barbara@plymouthucc.org

Andrew Bondi
IT / Comm. Coordinator
andrew@plymouthucc.org

Jenn & Johnny Wieda
Sextons
sexton@plymouthucc.org

Marty Marsh
Placard Editor

REMEMBER THAT YOU MAY CALL A PASTOR 

(HAL, JAKE OR JANE ANNE) ANY TIME YOU 

ARE UNEXPECTEDLY HOSPITALIZED OR JUST 

NEED A VISIT OR PRAYER—IF WE ARE ABLE 

TO BE THERE, WE ARE BLESSED TO MAKE 

A VISIT. PLYMOUTH’S SUPPORT VISITORS 

AND CALLING & CARING VISITORS ALSO 

MAKE PERIODIC VISITS WITH MEMBERS 

AND FRIENDS. CONTACT PARISHVISITOR@

PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG IF YOU’D LIKE TO SET 

UP A VISITOR.

Plymouth Congregational 
United Church of Christ
An Open and Affirming congregation 
Gathered in 1903

www.plymouthucc.org 

(970) 482-9212

LOOKING FOR THE 
CALENDAR? PLEASE VIEW IT 
ON OUR WEBSITE @ WWW.

PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG 
AND CLICK ON “CALENDAR.”
Placard deadline is the 15th of the 
month (unless otherwise noted in 

bulletin inserts). Please include 
"Placard" in the email subject and 

any pictures you would like as 
attachments. 

PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS

Please keep the following members and friends of Plymouth in prayer:

Recently in the Hospital:

• Debbie Eisenhauer

• Ray Becker

• Nancy Sturtevant

• Phil Hoefer

• Andrea Schulski

• Con Woodall

Our Sympathy is with:

• Nancy Hane & family on the death of her brother

• Melanie Huibregtse & family on the death of her
brother-in-law’s brother

• Saralyn Laughlin & family on the death of her cousin

• Terri Schulz & family on the death of her father

• Miriam Poole & family on the death of her former
daughter-in-law’s mother

• Mary Sue Rowan & family on the death of her uncle

• The family of Mary Bailey on her death

• Annie Freyschlag on the death of her grandfather

• Claudia DeMarco & family on the death of her cousin

Prayers of Thanksgiving:

• Ashley & Aaron McGrew on the birth of their daughter, Lillian

• Jillian & Zac Burkley on the birth of their son, Jackson

Please also pray for all people with cancer and their caregivers.

Prayer Concerns
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