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Remember, if you miss a 
Sunday, you can listen to 
sermons online at www.
plymouthucc.org, or you 
can subscribe on iTunes and 
receive a podcast each week.

Worship for April
April brings Holy Week and Easter, for many the highpoint of the 
Christian calendar, bringing us from the triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, through the tragedy of Good Friday, and the glory of 
resurrection.
On Maundy Thursday, be sure to join us for a soup supper at 
6:15 and a service of Tenebrae at 7:00. (Children are welcome 
to attend the service!) And we will have a Good Friday drop-in 
service from noon to 3:00. Every half-hour, a new cycle of music, 
scripture, and reflection will be offered by ministers,members, 
and friends of our congregation. Come for half-hour or stay for 
the whole three hours to pray.
Other services are at 9:00, 11:00, and 6:00 each Sunday.
April 2
Ezekiel 37.1–14
New life in old bones
April 9
Palm Sunday
Matthew 21.1–11 or Philippians 2.5–11
Wake up and smell the empire
  April 13
  Maundy Thursday
  simple soup supper at 6:15, worship at 7:00 P.M.
  Join us for the service of Tenebrae
  April 14
  Good Friday
  noon-3:00 P.M. drop-in every half-hour
April 16
Easter Sunday
Matthew 28.1–10
New Life! 
Easter Egg Hunt and cinnamon rolls @ 10:00
Please park at the Islamic Center if possible!
April 23
Environmental Sabbath with Jazz!
Luke 24.13–35
April 30
Psalm 116.1–4, 12–19
Calling on God
Please remember that, if you are able-bodied, we invite you to 
park at the Islamic Center on Lake Street for Sunday morning 
worship. And, if you are looking for a more informal worship 
experience, give Plymouth 3.0 a try! It’s at 6:00 P.M. each Sunday.

April 2017
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From Hal’s Desk
Faith as an Anchor in an Age of Empire
 In the ancient catacombs of San 
Sebastiano just south of Rome, a piece of 
marble is engraved with three symbols of 
early Christianity: the Chi-Rho, the fish, and 
the anchor (right). You probably know that 
Constantine had a vision of the Chi-Rho (the 
first two Greek letters in the title Christos), and 
that Christians often used the fish as a symbol 
of their faith during times of repression. But the 
anchor…that may be a new one for you. And it 
is an image that is particularly apt for our times.
 When the winds of injustice blow, it is 
good to have something that holds us firm. 
When tweets fly and crises ensue, it is good 
to be held steady. When elected officials 
attempt to generate fear among immigrant 
communities, it is good to grab onto something 
solid, like an anchor. God is our anchor and will 
not let us loose in the storm.
 Many in our community have felt an 
enormous sense of disequilibrium in recent 
months, especially as they read the morning headlines on a screen or a newspaper…some may 
even see them in a Twitter feed. And, yet, it is important for us to remember that we have something 
that others may not: grounded faith, embodied faith, and a tradition that knows how to respond to 
empire. After all, Jesus stood up to Rome without the benefit of a Constitution, a court system, or 
a Congress. Dietrich Bonhoeffer stood up to Third Reich (Reich is German for empire) without due 
process, without a Bill of Rights, and without a free press.
 But, what Jesus and Bonhoeffer both had was deep faith in God. And we must have that, too.
 All of us need a reminder that God is present with us. As the Psalmist sings, “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in times of trouble.” So, hold fast to the faith that anchors you, 
because none of us has the strength to go it alone. It takes communities of faith like ours standing up 
with neighbors at the Islamic Center of Fort Collins, to stand with refugees, to work for police justice, 
to proclaim that climate change is a reality, not faux science.
Here is a poem by Nobel Laureate Seamus Heaney, which I shared in our special Lenten service last  
month. Heaney, of course, lived through “the Troubles” in Northern Ireland, and he wrote this after the 
fall of Apartheid in South Africa. May it give you hope in the struggle for justice and peace in our own 
time.
Shalom,
 

Human beings suffer, 
They torture one another, 
They get hurt and get hard. 
History says, don’t hope
On this side of the grave. 
But then, once in a lifetime
The longed-for tidal wave
Of justice can rise up, 
And hope and history rhyme.
So hope for a great sea-change
On the far side of revenge. 
Believe that further shore
Is reachable from here. 
Believe in miracle
And cures and healing wells.
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 Dear Plymouth, 
 One of my favorite poems and favorite 
rationales for the importance of story is by 
Jelaluddin Rumi, the 13th century Sufi mystic 
and poet. The poem is “Story Water” and in it 
Rumi compares the work of story in the world 
to a number of natural intermediaries. “Story 
is like the water that you heat for your bath. It 
takes messages between the fire and your skin.” 
Or story is like the bread that provides the full-
ness in your stomach letting your mind know 
you no longer hunger. Or story is like the walk 
in a garden that brings the abstract nature of 
beauty into concrete experience. Like water, 
bread, or a garden, story is a messenger bring-
ing connection between minds and hearts. 
Between cultures and ideas and philosophies. 
Between religions. Between human beings. 
Stories are the medium for revealing what is 
hidden, for understanding and for learning 
what we do not understand.  
 In these recent months it has become 
starkly evident the divisions in our country 
– between minds and hearts, cultures, ideas, 
philosophies, politics and religions, between 
races, between people – are much deeper than 
we wanted to acknowledge. There is much talk 
about how to talk across the chasms of ideolo-
gies, the canyons of cultures. The UCC motto is 
Jesus’ prayer for God’s people, “that they may 
all be one.” As a UCC congregation of progres-
sive Christians, we are called to manifest Jesus’ 
prayer, be leaders in creating bridges across all 
that divides us as God’s people, as American 
citizens, as citizens of the world. We must be 
better story listeners and tellers to build these 
bridges.
 To that end Plymouth is offering the first 
in what could be a series of training events in 
community organizing with the Industrial 
Areas Foundation Organizing Project of Colo-
rado. Founded in the 1940’s in Chicago by Saul 
Alinsky, the IAF “partners with religious con-
gregations and civic organizations at the local 
level to build broad-based organizing projects, 
which create new capacity in a community for 
leadership development, citizen-led action and 
relationships across the lines that often divide 
our communities” (www.industrialareasfoun-
dation.org). To put it even more simply, the 
IAF teaches people to tell their stories to one 
another so that they can join together to build 

stronger, safer, healthier communities of trust 
and justice. 
 Join us at Plymouth on Sunday April 2, 
2-4 P.M. in our Fellowship Hall as we learn from 
Paul Turner, Lead Organizer of the IAF Project 
of CO, how we can be leaders in listening and 
telling the stories across the divides of our 
communities to build bridges of strength and 
compassion. Read more in this newsletter on 
page 5. 

With you on the journey, Jane Anne

“Story Water”

A story is like water
That you heat for your bath.
It takes messages between the fire and your skin. It 
lets them meet,
and it cleans you!

Very few can sit down
in the middle of the fire itself,
like a salamander, or Abraham.
We need intermediaries.

A feeling of fullness comes,
but usually it takes some bread
to bring it.

Beauty surrounds us,
but usually we need to be walking
in a garden to know it.

The body itself is a screen
to shield and partially reveal
the light that’s blazing
inside your presence.

Water, stories, the body,
all the things we do, are mediums
that hide and show what’s hidden.

Study them,
and enjoy this being washed
with a secret we sometimes know,
and then not.
https://sumptuous.wordpress.com/2007/09/27/
story-water/

Staff Perspective: Rev. Jane Anne Ferguson
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Treasurer's Report

Treasurer’s Report for February 2017:
Income:

Income for February 2017:  $81,146.92
Budgeted Income for February 2017:  $67,608.09
Income YTD:  $213,087.85
Budgeted Income YTD: $135,216.18

Expenses:

Expenses for February 2017:   $51,63.36
Budgeted Expenses for February 2017:  $73,227.50
Expenses YTD: $112,456.49
Budgeted Expenses YTD: $155,305.54

Respectfully Submitted by Sharyl Haas, Treasurer

Leadership Council News
 The Leadership Council spent Sunday March 12 in a retreat followed by a regular meeting the 
next evening. These hours together gave us a great kick-start into the 2017 church year. Fueled by the 
strategic report, John Wimberly's visit, and a realization that the church has to keep up with the times 
(and number of members), council is moving ahead on several fronts. The big four that we discussed at 
the retreat were: outreach to CSU, leadership development, volunteer coordination, and technology. In 
the next few months you will see information coming out on these themes, as well as seeing changes to 
the way the church operates. 

 One of the first changes you may have noticed is the website. Jake has been working hard on 
updating the site, making it more attractive and user friendly. What, can't find the calendar? Check un-
der "news."  The site is a work in progress, so keep checking for new items. 
Soon you will see new ways to give financially to the church. We are investigating software for making 
gifts through your phone. No, you won't have to give that way, but it will be an option for those folks 
who like using these phone apps.

 There are increasing demands on the church administration, and we are looking at new ways to 
efficiently handle these needs.  We will soon lose our new bookkeeper. Her family is moving to Florida, 
so we need to cover this work, as well as find a way to effectively use our church data base software. We 
also want to increase our presence on social media.  You will see some shifting of job responsibilities 
and the use of part-time contractors. 

There are more changes to come, but in the meantime we would like to "invite" you to:

                - volunteer to help with our outreach to CSU students and staff 
                - invite your friends and neighbors to come to Plymouth
                - join one of the many ministry teams that support the work of the church
                - volunteer in the church office 
                - be open to the changes that are happening, give us feedback, and take advantage of new op-
portunities.

Bob Sturtevant, Moderator; Diane Stober, Vice Moderator; Sharyl Haas, Treasurer; Mary Freese, Clerk; Nic 
Redavid, Barry Beaty, Linda Preston, Elaine Kim, and Marilu Theodore, Members at Large;  Hal Chorpen-
ning, Senior Minister.
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Boards and Ministry Teams-Adult Education

Study Groups.  

February 27 – April 9 (7 weeks)
“Faith in the Face of Empire:  The Bible through Palestinian Eyes,” 
by Mitri Raheb. Facilitated by the Rev. Ruth Billington, in the Fire-
side Room.

“Breathing Under Water: Spirituality and the 12 Steps,” by Richard 
Rohr. Facilitated by Vicki Johnson in the North Adult Ed room.

April 23 – May 14  (4 weeks) 
(Note: No classes or Forum on Easter Sunday April 16)

“Vitamin N -- The Essential Guide to a Nature-Rich Life: 500 Ways 
to Enrich Your Family’s Health & Happiness,” by Richard Louv.  We 
will explore the many ways you and your family can connect with 
the power and joy of the natural world.  Please join us to engage 
with each other around nature and God’s creation.  Lead by Terri 
Schulz, Naomi Hoyer, and Joanna Lemly.  Meets in the Fireside 
Room.

“Finding Your Religion: When the Faith You Grew Up with Has Lost 
Its Meaning,” by Scotty McLennan.  Written by the chaplain at Tufts 
University, with an introduction by Gary Trudeau who based the 
Doonsbury character “Scot Sloan” on him (and William Sloan Cof-
fin), this book provides trail maps for the journey of faith.  Climb-
ing the mountain of spiritual growth includes letting go of no-
longer-helpful childhood images of the divine, thinking through 
theological issues, feeling one's relationship to truth, connecting 
with others on the journey, experiencing faith,  doubt, grief, and 
suffering, and exulting in times of celebration.  McLennan is re-
spectful of the truths and experiences found in world religions and 
encourages people to tread deeply along one path at a time.  Fa-
cilitator TBA, meets in the North Adult Ed room.

ANNUAL ADULT ED PLANNING WORKSHOP
SATURDAY, MAY 6, 1:00 – 4:00 P.M.  FORUM ROOM

 Have a great idea for an adult education topic?
Know a book, video, or resource person(s) that we would benefit from?
Want a voice in our adult Sunday school programming?
Interested in leading / co-leading a class?
Have a burning passion you’d like to share? Join us for this half day planning workshop!
 
 Each year, we gather to lay out the adult study groups for Sunday’s education hour.  This half-day 
retreat format lets anyone with a bright idea to gather, share insights, weigh alternatives, seek balance, 
and plan the entire 2017-18 program year.  While the calendar varies, most of these classes are 5-8 weeks 
in length.  (Forums are planned separately by the Forum Ministry Team; if you’re interested in that pro-
gram, see Mark Lee.) RSVP to Mark Lee, mark @plymouthucc.org to receive advance materials for the 
workshop.
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Boards and Ministry Teams-Adult Education cont.

Forums
Forums are 10:00 – 10:50 A.M. in the Forum room

(west down the art gallery from the Fellowship Hall).
April Forums explore a variety of current issues in the light of faith.

April 2- “Justice vs. Mercy: The Twin Calls of Christian Service.”  In the church, we are called upon to 
meet immediate human needs of shelter, food and clothing.  However, we are also called to ask, Why 
are people poor in the first place?  What are the systemic conditions that trap people in poverty, home-
lessness, and despair?  The first response is mercy; the second is justice.  Join us as we explore ways the 
church can do both.  Led by Paul Turner, from the Industrial Areas Foundation of Colorado, a community 
organizing organization.  He will also lead a workshop that afternoon from 2:00 – 4:00 “Talking Across 
Divides to Build A Better World: Win-Win Conversations.” Register by email to Mark Lee, mark@plym-
outhucc.org See the article elsewhere in the Placard for more details.

April 9- “Dying with Dignity: Colorado’s End of Life Options Act.”  In November, Coloradoans passed Prop 
106 that allows terminally ill patients to receive life ending prescriptions.  While the law passed with a 
2 to 1 margin, there have been complications in its implementation.  State House Rep. Joann Ginal was 
a leading proponent of the proposition and related legislation and will update us on the bill’s contents 
and challenges.  (Note – This is a rescheduling of the February forum for which Rep. Ginal was originally 
set.)

April 16- Easter Sunday – No Forum or Adult Ed classes

April 23-“From Shock to Action.”  We will use a short extract of one of the plays written in the aftermath 
of the Sandy Hook massacre, in which 27 children and teachers were murdered.  This will provide back-
ground for a discussion of how gun control may be one way towards preventing these sorts of mass 
shootings.  (tentative)

April 30- “Guns: A Tool for Sport.”  Many people grow up with guns, first learning to use them as children 
and continue to use them for recreation, sport, and hunting.  Tom Nesler and Tom Guter will share their 
own experience learning to use firearms while growing up and the ways their use of guns has changed 
over time as they have done target practice and game hunting.  As they discuss the values they bring to 
their own sporting use of guns, they will share their reflections on safety, regulation, and shifting under-
standings of the 2nd Amendment to the US Constitution.

Boards and Ministry Teams: Deacon's Bench

WORSHIP THROUGH THE EYES OF A DEACON
 Both a noun and a verb, worship is commonly defined as reverence and adoration for a deity.  At Plym-
outh, our progressive Christian definition of worship involves following the path and teachings of Jesus as one of 
many ways to experience the Sacred.  And, because we believe that God is still speaking, worship opportunities 
are a focal point at Plymouth.
 As one of your deacons, I take the privilege of assisting our clergy in facilitating worship straight to my 
heart.  By lighting our sanctuary candles at the beginning of each worship time, we bring light to our eyes and 
openness of our hearts to God's message for us.  
 While preparing the communion elements, my prayer is that Jesus will bless every soul with this simple 
bread, wine and grape juice.  We participate in communion as Jesus taught us as a community and, yet it is so very 
personal and a time each week when we invite you to come and know “the cup of blessing, for you”.
 While greeting each of you at the sanctuary door at the beginning of our worship with your bulletin, I real-
ize that we are intentionally together for a reason,  a reason that is clearly stated in our mission statement as:
 “It is our mission to worship God and help make God's realm visible in the lives of people individually and 
collectively, especially as it is set forth in the life, teachings, death and living presence of Jesus Christ."

Thank you, Plymouth, I am so honored to assist in our worship.
Respectfully, Anna Olsen
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Boards and Ministry Teams-Children and Youth

 The Annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place on April 16 at 10:15 A.M.  Enjoy a cin-
namon roll, and then join us for the Easter Egg Hunt as a family.  Youth will pack and hide 
the eggs, and kids 5th grade and younger will search for them.  Bring your own basket to 
collect eggs, and keep an eye out for the allergy exchange station so you can swap your 
goodies.
 Preschool Sunday School will be looking at the meaning behind Holy Week and Je-
sus' first miracle at the Wedding of Cana this month.  Be sure to join the class to learn the 
importance of these faith stories.
 Kids Club is continuing to dig deeper into the meaning of the Beatitudes found in 
the Gospel of Matthew. This month put a jar on your kitchen table, and every day have 
each member of the family write one thing they are grateful for or a way they feel blessed.  
At the end of the month, read all the blessings together, and share stories of how God is 
moving in your life.
 Club 45 continues to work towards being peace makers here and now.  On April 
30th, the Environmental Ministry Team will partner with Club 45 to talk about Peace with 
Creation, and they will share God's love of creation with Kids Club the following week.
 Day Light Savings wasn't the only time change this spring.  Now the Middle School 
Youth Group will meet from 6:30-8:00 P.M.  We'll meet every week except for April 13th 
when the whole church will be worshiping together for Holy Thursday.
 High School Youth Group will not meet on the 2nd (Spring Youth Retreat) and the 
16th.  This month will include Stations of the Cross Peeps and Senior Send Off, so don't 
miss out!
 April 25th at 7 P.M. and April 30th at noon we are inviting youth and their parents to 
come together to chat about worship and how you experience God in community.  Check 
your email for more info!
 Youth Book Sale to support Youth Missions and La Foret Camp Scholarships will be 
held on May 7th.  We'll start collecting books on April 23, and set up will be May 4th.  

 Summer Plans:
Current 8th-12th graders are going to Rose Bud Reservation for a mission trip on June 16-
21.
Summer Camps for Elementary and Middle School folks will be July 9-15.  Check out rm-
cucc.org for more info.
 
 Grace and Peace,
Mandy :-)
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Boards and Ministry Teams-Stewardship

HALLELUJAH!  CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 For some faithful people, resurrection was in the past. We read the story of Elijah raising the son 
of Zanrahath’s widow and Elisha raises the son of the Shunammite women. There is the story of Jesus 
raising the widow’s son at Nain and raising Lazarus. Greater than all these is the resurrection Christ. 
These resurrections are past tense.  Other faithful people look to the future resurrection of the saints,”…
when the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality…” and “Come Jesus, 
Come.” For them, the resurrection is in the future.
  Yet, faithful people experience traces, whispers, glimpses of resurrection today in the midst of 
everyday living.  When a person’s sense of hopelessness is transformed into hope; when we are forgiven 
for a past transgression, grace fills our hearts; when anxieties, which seem impossible with which to live, 
we experience a profound reassurance; when times we withhold one’s self and sharing with others is 
overcome through acts of generosity and mercy; when over time grief and sorrow are made new in a 
peace that passes understanding.   Traces of God’s Presence, whispers of the Spirt, glimpses of new life 
are experienced in transformations that reveal resurrection in the past and foretell resurrection to come. 
Through these traces, murmurs and foretastes, resurrection is here in our midst. We become a new per-
son who experiences and shares the gifts of God’s Spirit: hope, love, forgiveness, joy, peace, generosity.  
HALLELUJAH! CHRIST IS RISEN! RISEN INDEED!
 
Alan McLarty, Stewardship Board

 The Boys and Girls Club on Lancer Drive hosted our productive Interfaith Council March meet-
ing.  The first presenter was Gail Engel, Executive Director of Grand Family Coalition, Inc. Their purpose 
is to provide programs and social activities that encourage an inner community of GRANDFAMILIES.  
They promote positive thinking and emotional well being while bringing awareness to our community 
concerning the needs of grandfamilies of which there are many.  FYI:  www.grandfamilycoalition.org or 
check out Plymouth's north entrance bulletin board.  
 The second presenter was Tracy Mead, the Executive Director of Project Self-Sufficiency.  P S-S 
supports low-income, single parent families in their efforts to become economically independent.  P 
S-S's Annual Fundraiser is Tuesday, April 11th, 11:30 A.M-1P.M. at Embassy Suites, Loveland, CO.  FYI: ps-s.
org/
 Naomi Hoyer, a member of our faith family, alerted us to the Denver MARCH FOR SCIENCE, April 
22, 2017.  For more information, please contact Naomi at 970-556-3611 or npeterse@hotmail.com
 As we have so many new people in Plymouth's Faith Family, we want to make sure that you 
know what the Interfaith Council is all about!  As the Golden Rule is the bridge across the world's faith 
traditions, so does it serve as the bridge which the Fort Collins Area Interfaith Council builds between 
the faith and service communities in FC.  Since its establishment in 1979, the IFC has covenanted with 
both faith communities and service agencies to address common needs and forward the cause of social 
justice in this locality. Plymouth's current representatives to IFC are Barb Sturtevant and Mary Kay Graver.  
Laura Nelson, who is a member of our church, serves as the IFC President. Plymouth's library has a copy 
of the History of IFC.   All are welcome to attend IFC's monthly meetings the first Thursday of each month 
at 9 A.M. 
 *Thursday evening April 6, 2017, will be Interfaith Council's Annual Dinner from 6-8 at The Com-
munity of Christ Church, 220 E Oak St, Fort Collins, CO 80524.  It will be a potluck dinner focused on 
Interfaith Dialogue. All are welcome.  If you need a ride, call Mary Kay and Ron Graver, 970-631-9666.  

Submitted by Mary Kay and Ron Graver

Boards and Ministry Teams-Stewardship

Boards and Ministry Teams: InterFaith Council
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Boards and Ministry Teams

Plymouth’s Outreach and Mission Board has volunteered for a spe-
cial Holy Saturday (April 15th) activity to help with a Habitat for Human-
ity build on a house. We would like to have at least 20 volunteers from 
the congregation. Associate Minister Jake Joseph and members of the 
Outreach and Mission Board have already committed to be there as vol-
unteers for the day. Habitat in Fort Collins has set-out on an ambitious 
project of creating home ownership for low income Fort Collins residents, 
which the Outreach and Mission Board sees as an essential movement for 
justice in Fort Collins in this time where affordability is hard to achieve. If 
you are interested in helping on April 15th, please email Jake or sign-up 
on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Contemplative Outreach of Fort Collins
One Day Retreat

Sacred Place Within
April 22, 2017, 8:30 A.M. -3:30 P.M.

Forum Room

 Imagine your home becoming a delightful place of sanctuary, a place that supports and mirrors 
the interior space of your spiritual journey.  By tapping into your intuitive wisdom, understanding arche-
typal patterns of sacred structures, and learning basic principles of architecture, this retreat will help you 
create a home that fosters a deeper connection with the Holy and spaces that resonate with your heart.  
The retreat will also expand your understanding of what sacred space means and offer practical tools for 
creating it.
 Presented by Anne Knorr, award winning residential architect and a practicing spiritual direc-
tor.  She writes about the connection between architecture and spirituality and has authored, Designing 
Sacred Space, Creating Homes with Soul.  Visit her website at www.designingsacredspace.com for more 
information.
 Retreat includes:  Periods of Centering Prayer, Presentations, and Introspection

BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH
Beverages and snacks provided
Cost:  by donation

REGISTER AT BULLETIN BOARD AT PLYMOUTH OR
http://www.cofortcollins.org/contact-us.html
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Fellowship Groups

GLASS BOTTLES AND JARS:  Rinse.  Remove lids (larger 
metal lids [> 1 inch] can be recycled with co-mingled items… 
but discard bottle caps).  Paper labels OK.  NO plate glass, 
drinking glasses, cookware, light bulbs, ceramics, or any 
other glass. 
 The reason for this is that the recycling process requires glass 
with a uniform melting point, and types of glass other than 
bottles and jars have some constituents that change the 
melting point.

Fellowship of the Grape will be at the home of 
Judy and Wolf Filusch, 3722 Windom St. Fort 
Collins, 80526, on April 28th at 6 P.M. Please 
bring a bottle of wine and an appatizer to share, 
along with the spirit of fellowship. Cheers!!

Join us for a community-wide workshop! 
TALKING ACROSS DIVIDES TO BUILD A BETTER WORLD

Sunday, April 2, 2017 ~ 2-4 P.M. ~ Plymouth's Fellowship Hall
Brought to you by Plymouth's Christian Formation programming
We can learn to build bridges by understanding power as a win-win, relationship approach to social 
change. Led by Paul Turner, Lead Organizer of the CO Industrial Areas Foundation Organizing Project, a 
non-partisan organization comprised of diverse community institutions that equip ordinary people to 
act effectively for social justice. The workshop will be interactive and provide time for practicing dialogue 
techniques. For more information on IAF go to www.indurtrialareasfoundation.org.  RSVP with Mark Lee at 
mark@plymouthucc.org.
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Fellowship Groups 

FAMILY POTLUCK AND BINGO NIGHT  -  April 28th   6 – 8 P.M.  Everyone is invited to 
come and join your Plymouth family is an evening of fun for everyone of every age.  Bring 
a dish to share  - maybe something that you loved as a child – but anything will do. Please 
bring a white elephant  item to provide prizes for the bingo winners. Drinks and table ser-
vice will be provided. Questions call  Kathee Houser 928-600-4610.
 
EASTER BRUNCH  - An  Easter Sunday tradition at Plymouth is to have a wonderful brunch 
during the 10:00 Coffee hour. There will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the Fel-
lowship Hall giving everyone an opportunity to help put this wonderful spread together.   
On Saturday, the cinnamon rolls need to be put on cookie sheets, and fruit prepped. Sun-
day morning we need to bake and frost the rolls, and get everything put out, and then 
cleaned up. Many hands make light work – come and join up. Keith Schultz  970-223- 8879
 

Get-A-Grip 
The April Get A Grip (GAG) will meet on Saturday, April 15th, 6 P.M, at the home of Linda 
and Bruce Preston (2718 Trenton Way, 80526). Please RSVP to prestonlinda8@gmail.com 
or 970.223.3927.  Meat and drinks will be provided, please bring a dish of your choice to 
share.  While we started out as a group to support one another during our children's teen 
years, we now share stories of grandchildren, travels and on occasion, assorted ailments!.  
Given Easter is upon us, this time we may even share the "egg" that got away.

Linda Preston

Intergenerational Hiking

Have you ever wondered what is along the side of Trail Ridge Road between pull-outs? 
We'll explore Trail Ridge Road before it opens on May 6. Depending on weather, etc. We 
may hike the road for six miles, exploring the work of Rocky's snow plows. We'll leave 
Plymouth at 8 A.M. and the KMart at Wilson and Eisenhower at 8:30 A.M. Contact Jim and 
Tricia Medlock at medlock.james@gmail.com. RSVP by May 4, please.
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Announcements

In the Footsteps of Jesus
“Beyond the Headlines: An Alternative Tour of Israel & Palestine”

July 28-August 8, 2017
 Alternative (responsible) travel seeks to transform curious tourists into informed pilgrims by engaging the 
people who live in the land and the history, culture, and social realities that shape their lives.  This tour has two 
goals: to go beneath the narrative presented by mainstream media; to discover how many first-century conditions 
that shaped Jesus’ life and ministry continue to shape the lives of Palestinians and Israelis today.   In addition to 
exploring the holy stones – the historic places and sites that have defined our faith – participants will engage the 
Living Stones: Jews, Muslims and Christians who live in the land.
 Experienced tour leaders Jeff and Janet Wright have served as short-term missionaries to Israel/Palestine 
through the Disciples of Christ/UCC Global Ministries, having traveled there many times.  A mental health thera-
pist, Janet and her colleagues created the first all-Arab EMDR training team.  Jeff is a recently retired Disciples pas-
tor appointed as a long-term volunteer missionary to Palestine.  The tour will be accompanied by a professional, 
local guide.  A draft itinerary, comments from past participants, registration and cost information may be found at 
www.footstepsofJesustour.org.

 Jeff Wright

XYZ Events in April
April - On Saturday, April 1st, at 2 P.M. we will go to the Rialto Theater in Loveland to see the matinee 
performance of  "Beets," an historical fiction presentation of the real life  harvest of beets in Northern CO 
during World War II by 3,000 German POWs from a camp near Greeley.  To attend the play and reception 
afterwards at Betty and Phil Weber's, 4348 Chateau Dr., Loveland, send $16 per person made out to Betty 
Weber and XYZ in the memo by March 10th.  The play is 2 1/2 hours; your check covers play and food at 
the reception.
Please sign up for both events on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board before March 10th.  
Questions - pedille@att.net

YOUTH GROUP ANNUAL BOOK SALE
  Once again we are having the Youth Group Annual Book Sale to support them in funding mission trips and 
LaForet camps. We are asking you to pack up all those books you have read this year or those that have been on 
your bookshelves for a while, and donate them to the book sale. The one request we have is not to bring old text-
books. The Friends of the Library will not take those. The sale will be on SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2017. BOOKS SHOULD NOT 
SHOW UP TO THE CHURCH UNTIL THE WEEK OF APRIL 23, 2017. The youth will sort the books on Thursday, May 4. 
We usually make several thousand dollars for the program. Let's continue the tradition this year, as well. This is such 
a generous church, and this is an easy way to show the youth that they have our support.
 
If you have any questions or would like to help, please contact Marcia Hoefer at: 988-3466 or mrhoefer603@aol.
com or Philip at pjhoefer@aol.com.
970/377-1950 (H)
970/988-3466 (Cell) Marcia
970/988-3467 (cell) Philip 
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Announcements

Wills and Estate Planning: A Saturday Morning Conversation with Local Experts
Saturday, April 22, 2017: 9:00 to 11:30 A.M.

Fireside Room at Plymouth
For:  Parents, empty nesters, unattached singles, and others with loved ones or charitable goals.  
Plymouth members and friends with or without existing wills and estate plans are invited.  
Purpose:  To help participants better protect loved ones and transfer assets.  The morning will 
be filled with practical information for creating estate plans and wills and refreshing out-of-date 
ones.     
Conversation Leaders:  Pete Bullard and Celeste Kling.  Both are practicing Fort Collins attorneys 
with extensive experience with wills and estate planning.  They are highly respected in the legal 
community, and they are Plymouth members.    
Coffee plus Sinful and Healthy Snacks?  Absolutely!
Child Care: Yes, for children 5 and under
Agenda:

• Part I.  Key estate-planning and will-related issues affecting everyone
• Part II.  Group breaks into two subgroups

• Subgroup A—primarily for parents and others with dependents
• Subgroup B—primarily for empty nesters and unattached singles

Please Pre-Register:  A sign-up sheet is in the Fellowship Hall. Or contact Bob Hoel, bobh@
filene.org, 970-460-0745.  This educational conversation is sponsored by the Plymouth Planned 
Giving Committee.  
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New Members

The Rev. Carol and Doug Fox: Carol was raised Roman Catholic in New York where she met Doug. They 
have lived in New Jersey, North Carolina, and in Boulder, Colorado. They first came to Fort Collins in 1974. 
Carol has a degree from CSU in Social Work. While living in Colorado, Carol developed an interest in theol-
ogy and eventually attended The Iliff School of Theology as a Roman Catholic lay woman. Carol made her 
way, while in school, to the United Methodist Church where she was eventually 
ordained and served First UMC of Fort Collins for 12 years. Doug and Carol have 
been married for 52 years. Doug was confirmed in the Presbyterian Church, but he 
converted to Catholicism when he and Carol were married. Doug is a climate scien-
tist, and he shared the Nobel Prize with Al Gore! Doug and Carol came to Plymouth 
in retirement because of our open and affirming stance and the Celtic Christianity 
at Plymouth. Doug and Carol love spending time with their grandchildren, Plym-
outh’s Celtic Group, and volunteering for Faith Family Hospitality (FFH). They spend 
half of the year living on the Isle of Man in Europe.

Carla Johnson: Carla is a retired personal and career counselor. She is also a spiritual and 
geographic explorer having lived in seven different states. Carla loves to travel the United 
States and other countries. She has recently returned to the West after 20 years living in the 
South. She enjoys women’s activities, ecumenical work, and supporting refugees. She is the 
daughter of Plymouth member Viki Johnson who joined Plymouth last year.

John Johnson: John described himself as a “Cafeteria Catholic,” but he has roots and 
connections at Plymouth and in the UCC since his mother-in-law is longtime Plymouth 
member Corrine Peck. John likes that Plymouth is Open and Affirming and has become 
an active member of the Men’s Fellowship and Friday Morning Discussion Groups. He is 
originally from Nebraska, worked a longtime in Kalamazoo, Michigan, and he moved to 
Fort Collins in July of 2016.

Courtney Lucas: Courtney grew-up in the UCC at Faith UCC of Windsor, Colorado where her children were 
baptized. Courtney decided to come to Plymouth because of the openness and inclusivity 
here. She loves Bell Choir. Courtney is a chef in corporate dining. She has twin sons who 
are 22 years old. One of her sons is very involved in La Foret and the planning of Pioneer 
Camp.  Courtney loves her grandchildren, her two dogs, and her three cats.  Her interests 
include gardening, reading, and cooking. She looks forward to becoming more involved 
and getting connected at Plymouth.

Ron Biller: Ron was born in Virginia but grew-up in Canton, Ohio, in the United Church of 
Christ! He had a good experience in the UCC growing-up, and he moved to Fort Collins in 
1976. Plymouth was the first church he visited in Fort Collins, and he has remained a regular 
visitor over the years. Ron is now semi-retired, and he enjoys the Men’s Fellowship Group and 
the Friday Morning Discussion group, as well as golfing, fishing, gardening, and playing gui-
tar. Ron and his wife Bobbie have been together since 1990.
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New Members
Mike & Linda Walz: Linda and Mike are "baby boomers" born in 1950. Linda is a 
Hoosier, and Mike grew up in Louisville, Kentucky. Linda was raised in the Ameri-
can Baptist Church, while Mike was raised Catholic. They met at Western Kentucky 
University in Bowling Green, Kentucky. Linda spent 20 years teaching at Timnath 
Elementary and Mike spent 34 years as an educator in Kentucky, Puerto Rico and 
Fort Collins (Boltz Jr High). Their three sons live close by in Fort Collins and Love-
land. All three are teachers. Two of their daughters-in-law are also teachers. Their 
third daughter-in-law is an artist and a travel guide in Europe. They have two 
grandchildren; Carter attends Lesher Middle School and Olivia attends O'Dea Elementary. Together, they 
love to camp, golf and travel.

Jennifer Stimson: Jennifer has been a member of Plymouth in the past, but she left to 
move to the Bay Area in 2013 to live near her sister where she attended a Unity Church. 
Being originally from Michigan, Jennifer missed the seasons while living in California, and 
she moved back to Colorado and started attending Plymouth again in October. She is a 
retired oncology nurse, tutors nursing students at Front Range Community College, loves 
to sing in the choir, and is an active member of the Women’s Friendship Group. She loves 
reading, hiking, singing, and enjoys the opportunity to be liturgist. Jennifer has a daugh-
ter in Alaska and a son here in Fort Collins.

Katherine (Kathy) Evans: Kathy lived extensively in both Arkansas and Michigan before 
moving to Colorado. She grew-up not attending church very much, although she has Bap-
tist and United Methodist roots. In high school, Kathy attended an Assembly of God youth 
group before attending the Christian Reformed Church in Michigan. When she moved to 
Fort Collins, she saw our sign on Prospect and decided this might be her church home. 
Kathy comes from a science background and values a church community that accepts 
her as a scientist. Kathy likes to hike with her dog, kayak, and explore national parks. She 
works with park rangers at the National Association for Interpretation in the area of certifi-
cation and training.

Jeremy & Christine Jasmann: Jeremy and Christine have been 
part of many different churches including First Presbyterian 
Church and The Vineyard, but recently found their home here at 
Plymouth. Open and Affirming was important to them in com-
ing to Plymouth. They have three children named Carson, Bryce, 
and Addie, who enjoy our youth programming. Jeremy spent 
12 years teaching chemistry, but he went back to school for his 
Doctorate in Environmental Chemistry and works for USGIS in 
Boulder in research. Christine teaches at both CSU and in the 
Poudre School District. As a family, they enjoy skiing, dancing, 
mountain biking, road bikes, and camping.
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New Members

David & Tiffany Ayraud: David was raised Catholic in San 
Antonio, Texas and Phoenix, Arizona. He moved to Colorado 
23 years ago and loves Fort Collins. Tiffany was also raised 
Catholic and likes that Plymouth is a place that allows and 
celebrates questions. She was brought to Plymouth by her 
friendship with Jill Harrison. Tiffany volunteers as a trail guide for our youth and volunteers for the book 
sale. They both appreciate Plymouth being open and affirming. David and Tiffany have three kids between 
14 and 22 years old and dogs. As a family they enjoy spending time with family and friends, hiking, camp-
ing, food, reading, and volunteering.

Katie Lindberg: Katie is a graduate student at Colorado State University in the Chemistry 
Department. She is working on her PhD in Physical Chemistry. Kate is originally from the 
Chicago area and was raised non-denominational. She had left church for a while, but she 
constantly sees God in nature and seeks God in all parts of life. Katie was brought to Plym-
outh by our sign on Prospect Road welcoming everyone to our church. She looks forward 
to learning more about faith and continuing her journey here at Plymouth

Kevin Keller: Kevin grew-up in Ohio in the Church of the Brethren. He was a minister 
for 20 years within the Church of the Brethren, but he subsequently went into secular 
work. He retired here to Colorado where he has both a son and a daughter. He is happy 
to have found a progressive church like Plymouth and enjoys his new role with the 
Board of Deacons. Kevin is a regular attendee of the Plymouth 3.0 service and volun-
teers with Faith Family Hospitality (FFH).
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Church Staff
Hal Chorpenning
Senior Minister
hal@plymouthucc.org

Jake Joseph
Associate Minister
jake@plymouthucc.org

Jane Anne Ferguson
Acting Associate Minister
janeanne@plymouthucc.org

Jieun Kim Newland
Director of Music/Organist
jieun@plymouthucc.org

Mandy Hall
Director of Christian Formation 
(Children & Youth)
mandy@plymouthucc.org

Mark Lee
Director of Christian Formation 
(Adults)
mark@plymouthucc.org

Barbara Gregory
Office Manager
barbara@plymouthucc.org

Jenn Conway & Johnny 
Wieda
Sextons
sexton@plymouthucc.org

Mark Church  
Placard Designer
mrcgsk1013@comcast.net

Marty Marsh
Placard Editor

REMEMBER THAT YOU MAY CALL A PASTOR 

(HAL, JAKE OR JANE ANNE) ANY TIME YOU 

ARE UNEXPECTEDLY HOSPITALIZED OR JUST 

NEED A VISIT OR PRAYER—IF WE ARE ABLE 

TO BE THERE, WE ARE BLESSED TO MAKE 

A VISIT. PLYMOUTH’S SUPPORT VISITORS 

AND CALLING & CARING VISITORS ALSO 

MAKE PERIODIC VISITS WITH MEMBERS 

AND FRIENDS. CONTACT PARISHVISITOR@

PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG IF YOU’D LIKE TO SET UP 

A VISITOR.

Plymouth Congregational 
United Church of Christ
An Open and Affirming congregation 
Gathered in 1903
www.plymouthucc.org 
(970) 482-9212

LOOKING FOR THE 
CALENDAR? PLEASE VIEW IT 
ON OUR WEBSITE @ WWW.

PLYMOUTHUCC.ORG 
AND CLICK ON “CALENDAR.”
Placard deadline is the 15th of the 
month (unless otherwise noted in 

bulletin inserts). Please include 
"Placard" in the email subject and 

any pictures you would like as 
attachments. 

PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep the following members and friends of 
Plymouth in prayer:
Recently in the Hospital:

• Tom Dille
• Bob Main
• Irene Wherritt
• Nancy Sturtevant
• Beverly Doyle
• Peter Mullarkey
• Tom Nesler
• Carla Johnson

Our Sympathy is with:
• Ruth Potter & family on the death of her sister-in- 

 law
• Linda Iverson & family on the death of her   

 daughter
• Marcia Hoefer & family on the death of her sister
• Shan DeSilva & family on the death of Errol
• Mary Kay Graver & family on the death of her  

 cousin

Please also pray for all people with cancer and their 
caregivers.

Prayer Concerns




