JOB
A Lenten Devotional

WEEK 3
Crossroads Presbyterian Fellowship

Monday | 3.01
Reading							

Job 12

Reflection
Job is discouraged because his friends have “contempt for misfortune.” They lack understanding and minimize Job’s pain. Humans can
minimize pain because they don’t see the bigger picture—how God
can use our pain for good. Because we trust the Lord we should never minimize the pain of our friends because we know God can use it
for good.

Why is it dangerous to minimize the pain someone else is experiencing?

How can God use suffering for good?

Prayer
Thank you, God, for never minimizing my pain, and only extending
grace to me in Jesus Christ. When I feel despair or sadness help me
be kind, gentle, and loving. Help me look to Jesus on the cross and
see that suffering can be used for our good. When my friends are suffering let me show up and be kind and loving, just like Jesus is kind
and loving towards us. Amen.
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Tuesday | 3.02
Reading							

Job 13

Reflection
“Though you slay me, I will hope in Him.” Our faith can be shaken
when we suffer. Job realizes that even though he’s experiencing
suffering, God is still Job’s only hope. Christians don’t hope in God
because to ensure an easy life. We hope in God because He’s wise
and has figured everything out. Job sees beyond the circumstance of
his suffering to the hope God provides.

Do you think you would hope in God is he took everything form you?
Why or why not?

How do your difficulties give you the opportunity to put your hope in
God?

Prayer
Teach me what Job knows, God. Even though you slay me, I can still
put our hope in you. Help me see that the suffering of Jesus Christ
is your mercy toward sinners. Show me that my suffering won’t be
wasted. Please Holy Spirit, teach me to put my hope in Jesus Christ
and not in myself. When I’m shaken remind me that you’re holding all
things together. Amen.
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Wednesday | 3.03
Reading							

Job 14

Reflection
“Who can bring a clean thing out of an uncleaned? There is not one.”
Job is right, mankind is unclean before God and we must be washed.
We cannot wash ourselves thoroughly enough to be clean before
God, but God can wash us. The Gospel message is that undeserving
sinners are made right before God by being washed in the blood of
Jesus Christ. Christ makes us right before God.

What are some ways you attempt to make yourself clean enough to
be accepted by God?

Why is Jesus the only one who can wash away your sins?

Prayer
Jesus, Lamb of God, You have made a way for me to be washed
white as snow. Thank you for welcoming me in all of my filth. Your
righteous record gives me, an unclean sinner, access to God almighty. Your unflinching love has made me lovely in the eyes of God.
Thank you for your cleansing blood. Amen.

15

Thursday | 3.04
Reading							

Job 15

Reflection
Eliphaz assumes Job is suffering because he does not fear the Lord.
His instinct is common. It is much simpler to cast blame on a sufferer
than it is to sit in the tension of the unknown and weep with them.

How do your assumptions prevent you from showing compassion?

What would it look life for you to weep with those who weep?

Prayer
Incarnate God, You took on flesh and entered our world of tears and
mourning. You show compassion to those who weep. You promise
that you will wipe away every tear. Forgive my reluctance to weep
with my family, friends, and neighbors. Give me empathy for hurting
people. Amen.
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Friday | 3.05
Reading							

Job 16

Reflection
“Sorry comforters are you all.” Comfort that lacks the grace is not
comforting. Maybe you can relate to Job. When we make a big deal
of sin without Christ’s grace, we only leave people feeling terrible.
When we make a big deal of Jesus taking care of our sins we can
give someone hope.

Why is dwelling on our sin without thinking of Christ’s grace
unhealthy?

How is Jesus a comfort to us when we are suffering?

Prayer
Help me be a comfort to those in need and help me be comforted
when I’m in need. Remind me that Jesus is my only comfort in life and
death, and that nothing happens to me that God has not ordained for
my good.
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Saturday | 3.06
Reading							

Job 17

Reflection
“Lay down a pledge for me with you; who is there who will put up security for me?” Job’s life is an unsettling reminder that none of us are
as secure as we want to be. We cannot control the events in our life
no matter how hard we try. It is out of this deep desire that Job cries
out. His “days have passed, [his] plans are shattered.”

Make a list of all the things that make you feel secure.

How is Jesus your only true security in this life?

Prayer
Unchanging God, You are the same yesterday, today and forever.
You are the beginning and the end. I’ve allowed money, family, relationships, and things other than Christ to be my security. Forgive me
and thank you for being patient with me. Help me to set my gaze on
what is sure. When I chase after earthly things for a sense of security,
gently pull me back to your love and grace.
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