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1. Read together as a group, Mark 8:27-30 and Matthew 16: 13-20. What sticks out to you as look at both of 

those passages? 
 
 
2. Caesarea Philippi was a significant place where a natural spring flowed from the mouth of a cave. As a 

result, pagans would build temples, perform religious ceremonies and worship idols. Why do you think 
Jesus would lead His disciples there and ask the questions He did? 

 
 
3. Jesus’ first question in this narrative is “Who do people say that I am?” How did the disciples answer? 

What would have been some of the other opinions at the time floating around about Jesus (ie: Pharisees, 
Romans, Jesus’ followers)? 

 
 
4. What do you think is the prevailing opinion about Jesus in our society today? What about those you are 

connected to and in your everyday life – how would you describe their opinion of Jesus?  
 
 
5. When Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do you say I am?” what does Jesus acknowledge? 

 
 

6. What must be the authoritative source that shapes our opinion of Jesus? And why is that critical? 
 
 

7. What does it mean to be the Christ? 
 
 

8. Matthew 16:18 is the first time the word church (ekklesia) appears and it comes from Jesus. What is “the 
rock” on which Jesus will build His Church? See also: Acts 4:11, 12; 1 Corinthians 3:11; Ephesians 5:23 for 
further discussion. 

 
 

9. Jesus often instructed his disciples not to tell anyone that He was the Christ (16:20). Why? What excuses 
do we use as to why we do not tell people that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living God?  

 


