
Why All The Testing ??

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of various kinds, knowing 
that the testing of your faith produces endurance, perseverance, and steadfastness.  And let 
endurance, perseverance, and steadfastness have their full effect that you may be mature, perfect,
and complete, lacking in nothing.                                                                    James 1:2-4  (JBV)

1. From our days of school, there were all kinds of tests.  The dreaded 'pop quiz', the weekly spelling
test, the 'chapter exam', the 'mid-term exam', and the big one, 'the final exam' and 'finals week'. 
When you were in school, which did you prefer, and which did you dread ??     Explain.

2. Now, in your Christian walk, the testing of our faith has various formats, timing, and frequency. 
Do you find that you have different strengths and weaknesses in your tests of faith ??    Explain.

3. In school, once a class was taken and tests were passed, the class would never need to be taken 
again.  Our tests of faith are rather different.  Can you share how a test of faith that has been 
passed must be taken again and again and again ??   Why is this so ??

4. Re-read James 1:2-4.  What is the focus of the verses ??  What is more important than the tests?? 
Why would this be important ??

5. When we realize how valuable our growth and maturity in our faith is to God, not only for our 
witness to others, but also for our own daily walk and talk with Him.  Our relationship with Him 
will improve and transform us into completeness and eventually to become just like Jesus.

Matthew 5:1-12
Romans 5:3-8
Hebrews 12:1-11
James 5:7-11
Galatians 5:16-25
Ephesians 4:17-24
Philippians 4:8-9,12-13

6. Pastor Matt's first point was, “Trials Don't Produce Faith As Much As They Reveal Faith”.  He 
used the example of Job and Job's wife in Job 1:20-22 & 2:9-10.  Discuss how you may have seen
this play out in your life.  And what does this say about Job's wife and her advice ??

7. For his second point, Pastor Matt focused on the results of the trials, tribulations, trauma, and 
troubles. He stated that these bring us transformation, growth, stamina, maturity, and eventually 
perfection and completeness.  What do these qualities look like in your life and in the life of those
around you ??   What are the results and by-products you are looking for and striving for today ??


