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1. For those who are giving up something for Lent, talk about how the experience is going so far. 
 

2. READ Matthew 3:1-6 
 

3. How did John’s message, lifestyle, and location represent Lent and help prepare the way for Jesus? 
 

4. What does it mean to repent? Why is repentance the initial message of John the Baptist and Jesus? 
See Mark 1:14-15. 
 

5. How might our journey to the cross for Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday make us more willing to 
repent? 
 

6. For personal reflection, what is the Spirit of God convicting you to repent of? 
 

7. In what way is the kingdom of heaven a reality in your life? In what way is it still distant? 
 

8. John quoted Isaiah’s words of “crying” out to the people (See Isaiah 40:1-5). Why was the message 
communicated this way? 
 

9. For those who have been around babies, why is crying so effective? 
 

10. How can we do a better job of listening to the Lord? 
 

11. Look up John 10:27-28 and Proverbs 18:13. What insights on listening to God do these verses give? 
 

12. Can you share a time when you had a “wilderness experience”? How can Lent be sort of like a 
wilderness experience for some? How might this open up space in our lives for the Lord to speak? 
 

13. Pastor Rod mentioned that digging, clearing, and constructing a straight path, or road, in ancient 
times was hard and slow work. When you think of the hard work of being a Christian, what comes to 
mind? 
 

14. What does it mean for you to prepare the way for the Lord in your life? What needs improving, 
repairing or changing on the path between Jesus and you? What roadblocks are in His way? 


