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1. What circumstances are the hardest for you to endure?  How might God use those for good? 

 

2. When you react in the wrong way to bad circumstances what might you say or do? 

 

3. READ Philippians 1:12-26 

 

4. In verse 12 we read that Paul’s imprisonment “advanced the gospel.”  Why would hardship or 

persecution help spread the message of Christ?    

 

5. Can you think of stories from around the world where efforts to silence the gospel had the 

opposite effect? 

 

6. Would you describe Christians these days as “bold” and speaking the Word of God “without 

fear” as it says in verse 14?  Why or why not?  

 

7. Paul’s enemies were preaching Christ just to afflict him.  What can we learn from his 

response?  

 

8. When people are against us in word or deed, how might God use that for good? 

 

9. READ Romans 8:28.  How does this verse both comfort and challenge us?  

 

10. Can you think of any other Bible verses or stories that show God using bad for good? 

 

11. Reread verse 21.  How might making this your personal creed change the way you live? 

 

12. What will we gain when we die?    What are you looking to most about going to heaven? 

 

13. Why does Paul believe the Lord still wants him to remain on earth?    How can this influence 

our outlook on why God still has us here? 

 

14. Have you ever been tempted to quit serving in ministry?   How might Paul’s motive for 

staying in ministry speak to you? 

 

15. End by allowing extra time for prayer.  Go around the group sharing current difficult 

circumstances, then pray for one another, that God might use it for good.    


