
For Parents and Their Preschoolers                 Bible Stories • Activities • Conversation Starters •                          SPRING LESSON 1

Read the story on 
the next page and 
on pages 409-414 
in God’s Story for Me 
Bible storybook.

let’s
talk

Today I learned: 
People praised Jesus because they 

loved Him. We love Jesus. We can 

praise Him, too!

Ask me:
When do you like to sing? What song 

could you sing to praise God?
I see children shouting. Why  

are they shouting? What do you 
think they are saying?

“Sing praises to  
the Lord.” 
Psalm 9:11

3211418-PS_THP-SpringA.indb   1 11/1/17   10:22 AM



let’s listen
Bible Story
Matthew 21:1-11,15-16; Luke 19:28-38

Walk your fingers whenever you say the word walk. Cup your hands 
around your mouth whenever you say the word shout. Invite your 
child to copy your motions. For older children: How many branches 
can you find in this picture?

Jesus told His friends, “Walk to  
the place I tell you to go to.  
You will find a donkey there. 
Untie it and bring it to Me.” 

Jesus’ friends walked. They 
found the donkey. They 
brought the donkey back to 
Jesus. Jesus’ friends spread 
their coats on the donkey’s 
back. Jesus sat on the donkey. 
The donkey began to walk down 
the road to Jerusalem. Jesus’ friends came, too. 

Many other people walked on the road. They  
began to shout, “Look! Jesus is coming!”

People wanted Jesus to know  
they were glad to see Him! They 
shouted praises to Jesus. Some 
people laid branches on the road. 
Some people laid their coats on 
the road. The road looked like a 
colorful carpet!  

People shouted praises to Jesus. 
They walked with Him and 
waved branches. It looked like  

a big parade! 
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Family
    Talk

Prayer
Time

let’s listen

Things to talk 
about: 
•  What Bible verse do you 

know about praising 
Jesus? [Repeat today’s 
Bible verse with your 
child.]

•  What are some words we 
could say to praise Jesus? 
To tell Him we love Him?

Words to pray 
together: 
Dear Jesus, thank You for 
loving us. We [re-
peat words your 
child said]. We 
are glad to 
praise You 
because we 
love You! 
Amen.

Show your child a leaf. Help your child 
notice details about the leaf. Ask, 

•  What color is this leaf ? Is it large or 
small? 

Jesus walked into the Temple. 
Many children walked with Him. 
They shouted praises to Jesus. It 

was a wonderful day in the big 
city of  Jerusalem! People every-
where showed love for Jesus  
by praising Him. It’s good to 
praise and show love for Jesus!

•  Are the edges of  the leaf  
pointed? Is the top of  the 
leaf  smooth or fuzzy?

•  When Jesus rode into Je-
rusalem on a donkey, what 
did people do with leaves 
and branches?
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let’s play

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

Check out www.raisingupspiritualchampions.com for more information 
and resources to make an eternal difference in your kids’ lives.

Everyday  
  Worship

Worshiping God as a family sounds 

like a great idea—but how? Here 

are simple, age-appropriate ideas: 

• Ask, “What can we thank God 

for that is red?” After each family 

member tells, pray briefly and 

mention every idea. Ask a differ-

ent question each day. Thanking 

God together IS family worship!

• Read a short Bible story at  

bedtime. 

• Sing a praise song your children 

understand and love while you 

ride in the car or walk to the park. 

(This can quickly become a family 

tradition!)  

Go on a scavenger hunt together.  

Before you go, use different colors of  

crayons to make a color list on  

a sheet of  paper. Encourage your 

child to find things that match each 

color. You may walk around the 

block or drive to a nearby hik-

ing trail. For older children, also 

search for different shapes. Ask, 

What do you see that you 

want to praise Jesus for?

For small children (and maybe for the rest of  us, too), family worship 
is most meaningful when we incorporate it into the everyday mo-
ments of  our lives! 

Signs of Spring

Begin each meal with a 
thank-You-God prayer—
even at the drive-thru. 
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For Parents and Their Preschoolers                 Bible Stories • Activities • Conversation Starters •                          SPRING LESSON 2

Read the story on 
the next page and 
on pages 425-430 
in God’s Story for Me 
Bible storybook.

let’s
talk

Today I learned: 
Jesus died to take the punishment for 

the wrong things we do. He did that 

to show that He loves us. But God 

made Jesus alive again. We  

are glad He is alive! 

Ask me:
What are some ways we show 

we’re glad that Jesus is alive? 

Jesus is alive and loves us! 

What are some ways Jesus 

shows that He loves us?

Why is this lady running? How do 
you think she feels? Where is the 

lady going? What do you think 
she is going to tell about?

For Younger Children

“Sing praises  
to the Lord.” 
Psalm 9:11 
For Older Children

“It is true! The  
Lord has risen.” 
Luke 24:34
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let’s listen
Bible Story
Matthew 26:1-4,47-50; 27:11-66;  
John 18—20:20

Make faces as indicated. Invite your child to join you. For older 
children: How many times can you find Jesus’ name in the story?

One day Jesus told His friends, “Some people 
are going to take Me away. I am going to be 
killed.” Make a sad face. 

Jesus knew that this would be sad and scary. But 
He also knew that it was part of  God’s good 
plan. He knew that He wouldn’t STAY dead. 
Smile.

The people who wanted to kill Jesus came to  
the place where Jesus prayed. Jesus let them 
take Him away. He let them hurt Him and kill 
Him on a cross. Make a sad face. 

Jesus’ friends took Jesus’ body and put it into  
a tomb, like a little cave. Some men rolled a 
very BIG stone in front of  the doorway. Make 
a crying face.

Three days later, a lady named Mary came to the 
tomb. The BIG stone had been moved! Make 
a surprised face.

She looked inside the tomb. There were two 
ANGELS in the tomb! One angel asked, 
“Why are you sad?” 

Mary said, “Jesus is gone. I don’t know 
where He is!” 

Then Mary turned around. Oops! She  
almost bumped into someone. 

“Mary!” the person said. Mary knew that 
voice.

Who WAS it? It was JESUS! Jesus was 
ALIVE! He was standing right there in 
front of  her! Jesus told Mary, “Go and tell 
the others.” Make a glad face.
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Prayer
Time

let’s listen

Things to talk 
about: 
•  What did Mary do when 

she saw Jesus?  

•  Mary loved Jesus. What is 
a way we can show Jesus 
that we love Him?

Words to pray 
together: 
Dear Jesus, we’re glad You 

are alive. We want to 
show that we love You by 
[repeat child’s  
response].  
Amen.

Family
    Talk

Show your child a stone. Ask, 

•  Is this stone smooth or rough? Is it heavy or light?  

•  What did some people do with a big stone when Jesus died?  
When Mary came to the tomb, where was the stone?

Mary was GLAD! She RAN to tell Jesus’ 
other friends! 

“Jesus is ALIVE!” she said. “I have SEEN 
Him!” 

Some of  Jesus’ friends didn’t believe Mary. 
Make a sad face. 

But soon, they saw Jesus, too! Then they 
were GLAD! Make a glad face.
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let’s play
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The Real  
   Celebration

• Buy a book that retells the story 

of  Jesus’ death and resurrection 

in an age-appropriate way. Help 

your kids know that when Jesus 

died, His friends were very sad. 

But when Jesus came alive again, 

they were very HAPPY! This gives 

even very young children the real 

basis for the holiday. 

• Read aloud John 20:11-18. Invite 

your kids to draw or paint pictures 

of  the story. This helps you see 

what they understand and gives 

you more ways to talk about your 

own joy that Jesus is alive. 

 
Print “Jesus is alive!” and other messages about Easter on slips of  

paper and place papers inside plastic Easter eggs. Add small can-

dies or other treats. Hide the eggs and then invite your child to 

search for the eggs. Read the 

message in each egg together 

as your child enjoys the treats. 

Encourage your child to hide 

the eggs he or she found so 

that you or other family mem-

bers can search for them and 

find the messages, too.

Hidden Messages

Mall photos with the bunny? Egg-hunt parties? New clothes? In ad-
dition to these fun experiences, also make sure to choose one or two 
ways you’ll celebrate Jesus’ resurrection so that your kids understand 
the real reason for the holiday! 

As you celebrate Easter, 
choose to keep some 
handed-down family tra-
ditions, and do estab-
lish a few of your own. 
But most important, 
build the real meaning 
of Easter into the next 
generation!
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