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1. It is challenging to begin a conversation on pits and promises. What do you speak of most often when you share

about your life? Your pits or promises?

2. Would you say that you are living in a pit or a promise? Why?

3. Genesis 37:1-12 shares the increasing hostility between Joseph and his brothers. The word “hate” is repeated

multiple times (Gen 37:4, 5, 8). Why is this important for what we read in Genesis 37:12-36? How do these two

sections help us to understand the implications of growing hostility and hatred toward others?

4. Despite the hatred between his brothers, Joseph is sent to “see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock”

(Genesis 37:14). Joseph said, “Here I am” (Genesis 37:13). What does this say of Joseph and his character?

5. Genesis 37:12-36 is a stark contrast to Genesis 37:1-11. Joseph, who stood tall in his dreams, is thrown into a pit.

What would this mean for Joseph and his dreams? How have you experienced this in your life?

6. Reuben, the oldest son, was replaced as Jacob’s heir. What behavior in Genesis 37 can be cited to Reuben’s

credit?

7. In 37:26-27, Judah talked to his brother into sparing Joseph because “he is our brother and our flesh.” Why does

this touching sentiment sound hollow in light of the treatment Joseph and Jacob receive?

8. In Genesis 37, we are trained to see that apparent hiddenness (i.e., being thrown into a pit) does not indicate

the uncaring absence of God. How can you see God’s hand in Joseph’s life in Genesis 37? How does it help you to

see God’s hand upon your life?

9. What hopeless situation in your life would you like God to turn around? How Let’s pray, by faith, for Him to do it.


