The Grace of the Old Testament
Many of us have been trying to read the Bible in a year, following our Bible Reading Plan. This last week we finally made it to the New Testament – Hallelujah! Just to give you some perspective, we’ve been reading the prophets since April! Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zachariah and Malachi. That’s a lot of prophets!
I was tired of reading prophecy after prophecy! But something changed in July when I was reading Ezekiel. I was trudging through each prophecy – the destruction of Tyre, the destruction of Egypt, the destruction of Assyria, the destruction and unfaithfulness of Israel…. And internally I’m thinking to myself, “If I have to read another prophecy of doom and destruction...” That’s when I heard the quiet voice of God speak. I’d been looking at it all wrong. I was focusing on the destruction. I’d been focusing on the wrath of God. And yes, that is all there. But why was it there? That’s when it hit me. It wasn’t destruction and wrath because of an angry God, but because of a God that wanted justice. Because of a God that wanted to heal the nations. These nations, these people, were guilty. They were “reaping what they were sowing.” 
Left to our own devices, the human race, hurls headlong into destruction – and destroying everything around it! The wrath of God and the tearing down of empires was, in a sense, an act of grace. It would have been even worse if God hadn’t intervened! 
I began to cry. I know the theological concept of the “depravity of man.” Basically that we are all sinful and cannot save ourselves. But here in the pages of the Old Testament it began to dawn on me anew that this is what we deserve – destruction. Because without God we break ourselves and break everything around us. But even in these prophecies there was a thread of grace and hope – even in the bleakest of times. 
The Spirit of God then showed me how truly powerful the death and resurrection of Jesus really was! Jesus, took on all of that doom and destruction – what we deserved – and in its place gave grace and life. Charlie Keys gave a great example of that last Wednesday night at youth. He said it’s like we’ve gotten a speeding ticket. Jesus doesn’t tear it up. No. We deserve it. Rather, Jesus takes it to the court house, erases our name on the ticket and puts his name on it. Now that’s grace! 
May God’s amazing grace fill you with a sense of wonder this week. I look forward to seeing you Sunday!
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Christ,

Rick Enns
revrick@firstchurchcanyon.com
