
The State of the Church 

How are you doing? I pray that you are experiencing the 

love and grace of God today. Many members have been 

asking me how the church is doing, and so I thought I’d 

share my perspective. But before I do, I want to remind you, 

when you’re asking how the church is doing, you have to 

begin by looking in the mirror!  

This has been an intense season of change and 

discernment for all of our leadership in the church. I want to 

thank all of you who have been so faithful in your prayers 

and encouragement! It means a lot to us!  

So how are we doing as a church? Well, we’ve been 

leaning into God’s provision and grace more than ever! 

That’s a good thing. When you realize that everything is out 

of your control, faith begins to grow in ways you haven’t 

seen before. We begin to truly trust Him for our “daily 

bread.” Our staff has been absolutely amazing in their 

commitment to the Kingdom work here. Many of them have 

had to pivot in their job responsibilities. Some have 

completely new job descriptions in this new world. I am truly 

blessed to work with such a great team.  

 

Here are some of my highlights. 

• Two Sundays ago we confirmed nine students! Four of 

them were baptized.  

• The Sunday before that we had one of our adult members 

publicly reconfirm their commitment to Christ. 

• We have another member who is considering full-time 

Christian ministry. In addition, we are training three 

Wesley Academy interns who are looking into pursuing 

full-time Christian ministry. 

• Two of our worship services are live-streamed every 

Sunday morning and we see these services reaching a 

whole new demographic in the future. Transitioning to 

online has been tough, but it is necessary. Our online 

presence will continue to grow and we are staffing to 

make sure we do this well!  

• Many church consultants are predicting that churches 

will not see pre Covid attendance numbers for at least a 

year, and maybe not for even longer. Of course, as a 

pastor, those numbers make me sad, because those are 

people who are not connecting with the church. In fact, a 

recent Barna study shows that 1 out of 3 Christians have 

not connected with their church in worship online or in 

person since March! That is truly troubling. It’s hard to 

track attendance in this new world with people watching 

online and coming in person. But overall, our attendance 

has been solid. For example, attendance in person on 

August 16th was 281 people verses 392 the prior year 

(72% of normal). This was our highest attended Sunday 

since we started Sunday worship in the building again. 

However, we had 216 people worship online that same 

Sunday, so that brings the total worshippers for that  

      (Cont. on page 2) 

 

HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Toye Ann Stubblefield’s Family, Grayson White, Jess Sattler, 
Gabe Gomez grandfather, Lewis & Donnita Richburg’s  

brother-in-law,  

 

IN CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY: 

the family of  Annette Lippold, Ed Hopkins in the loss of his 

mother Pattye Hopkins, Mildred Freeman in the loss of her 

daughter Rebecca Hilton, Chuck Cogswell in the loss of his 

brother Larry Cogswell, Ferne Hefner in the loss of her brother

-in-law, Kelly Sunderman Craig’s daughter-in-law in the loss of 

her grandfather 

 

ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS:  

Dylan Brown, Shelly Gross, Lou Ann Barnhart, Betty Hill, 
Carolyn Mason, Beth Sanchez, Judy Gilliam, Kimberly Conrad, 
Kathy Noel, Keith & Dorinda McCormack, Terry Gamblin, 
Betty Ketchersid, Martin Mordecai, Waylon Malone, Erin 
Green, Priscilla Delatte, Christie Wilhite, Brandi Sustaire, 
Bobby Altman, Kason Gabbard, Alisann Smookler, Addi 
Martinez, Lynn Guy, Thelma Fulton, Kelli Marr, Carol 
Turner, Rachel Stockstill, Rachel Musgrave, Hunsley 
Strickland, Earl Blair, Vanda Paris, Maxine Sherrod, Terri Gill, 
Jan Winstead, Ethel Schroeder, Michael Brewton, Brenda 
Havens, Monica Avery, Kelli Frock, Tolu Okelola 

 

ADDITIONAL INTERCESSORY PRAYERS: President 
Trump and our country’s leaders, Backyard Missions, War-
torn Countries, New Life Children’s Home, the economy, our 
policemen and firemen, those in the military, unchurched men, 
women and children and the Wesley Foundation.  

 

Please email fumcpray@gmail.com or call 806-655-2851 with 
all prayer requests, joys, concerns or updates. 
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 Joys and Concerns 

A Note from the Pastor—Rick Enns 

CHURCH STAFF 

LEAD PASTOR       Rev. Rick Enns 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR    Charlie Keys 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR  Toni Bailey 

ASSOC. PASTOR—CONGR. CARE Pam Lehman 

YOUTH MINISTER Kayla Irlbeck 

ASSISTANT YOUTH  MINISTER  Ramon Mendoza 

YOUTH INTERN   Suzanne Buck 

CHILDREN’S MINISTER Kim Hopson 

CHILDREN’S INTERN ……………………. Danielle Rice 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR Scott Dillard 

FINANCE MANAGER Christi Ybarra 

MUSIC DIRECTOR Melanie Brooks 

ORGANIST Cameron McMinn 

ACCOMPANIST B.J. Brooks 

MODERN WORSHIP MINISTER Jason Lester 

KITCHEN COORDINATOR Charlotte Wilson 

SENIOR PASTOR ASSISTANT             Judy Smith 

COMMUNICATION & MEDIA Ben Nabours 

IHH CHILD CARE DIRECTOR  Brenda Shepherd 

Traditional Worship 8:30 & 10:50 a.m.     Modern Worship 10:50    Sunday School Hour 9:40 

    Stay connected and continue being the 
hands and feet of  Jesus. Check on your friends 
and family often. You can head to our website 
at firstchurchcanyon.com and scroll down to 
watch the worship services. The 8:30 
Traditional and 10:50 Modern services are 
streamed live each Sunday morning.  

 

We are continuing to be  

in prayer for each one you! 

By the Numbers 
FUMC 2020 Attendance through July:  
In July, we averaged 162 in person worshipers and an 
average of 208 worshiped online. The average total 
worshipers for July was 370.  A year ago we averaged 
365 worshipers in July. 

Facebook & YouTube: FUMC Canyon 

Website: firstchurchcanyon.com 

WORSHIP 



 Fall 2020 Updates                       Sunday to 497! To put that in perspective, that means we 

reached over a 100 more people this year verses the same 

Sunday last year (497 vs 392)!  

We are doing well, but there are a couple of challenges 

that we are praying through and invite you to  

pray with us!  

 The first one is the name of our church (you were sent 

a letter this week addressing this, so I won’t go 

through it again in this article). The Administrative 

Board has called a Church Conference for 

Wednesday, September 23, 6:00 pm in the church 

sanctuary. The purpose of this meeting is to vote 

on the name of our church moving forward.  

 The second big challenge for us is the Amarillo 

Campus. Everything is going great! But with Covid, 

we are praying about the proper timing for opening 

that campus. We are still anticipating the beginning of 

2021, but that could change.  

 

In order to facilitate communication about the name 

change, the Amarillo Campus, the state of our church and 

any other questions you might have, we are offering two 

Town Hall Meetings over the next month. The first is 

Wednesday, August 26, at 6:00 pm in the church 

Sanctuary. The second Town Hall will be Sunday, 

September 13, at 6:00 pm in the sanctuary. We will have a 

ZOOM option for both of those Town Hall Meetings, and 

the link will be on the front page of the website on the day 

of the meeting. I hope you will come join us!  

 

It is a blessing to be your pastor. I look forward to seeing 

you Sunday! 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Rick Enns 

Lead Pastor 

renns@firstchurchcanyon.com 

 

Sunday School and Grow Groups 

 
• No on-site Sunday School 
• No on-site child care. However, a list of sitters can be 

provided as well as a two hour reimbursement each week 
for childcare! 

• Grow Groups are currently meeting via Zoom, in 
homes, or on-site during the week (not on Sundays) 

 

Wednesday Night Activities 

Starting September 2nd 

 
• Wednesday Night Meal will be pick up/take-home and 

donation only. We invite families to drive up to the curb 
on the west side (Amarillo National Bank side) and 
meals will be delivered to vehicles. 

• Adult grow groups will meet via Zoom, in homes, or on-
site during the week. New Fall 2020 Grow Group 
booklets are out! Pick one up in the church lobby! 

• Children’s Ministry will not meet on-site. However, we 

are excited to provide Family Ministry Kits weekly! 

• Youth will meet at Wesnesdays at 7pm in the 
Fellowship Hall for worship. 

 

   No childcare and nursery this Fall? 
 There will be NO nursery care this Fall on 

Wednesday nights or Sunday mornings. However, the 

church is continuing to offer reimbursement to parents or 

groups for up to two hours a week ($10/hour) for 

babysitting. You can find your own babysitter or consider 

hiring a babysitter from our list of nursery workers. After 

you pay the babysitters, simply fill out a reimbursement 

form and the church will send you a reimbursement check 

for up to two hours per week.  

 

Contact our Children’s Pastor, Kim Hopson, for more 

information about contacting church nursery workers 

for babysitting.  

canyonseekers@gmail.com or 806-420-1016 

Serve on Congregational Care Team  
The Congregational Care Ministries of FUMC-Canyon 
has need of volunteers in the following areas:  
 
1. CARE FRIENDS for FUMC-Canyon’s HOME 
FRIENDS (our homebound members). Care friends help 
our Home Friends feel connected to their church through 
phone calls, cards, sending copies of the Upper Room, and 
other acts of kindness. When the threat of COVID-19 lifts 
there will be opportunities for an occasional in-person 
visit.  
 
2. HOSPITAL VISITATION We need 5-10 individuals 
willing to be trained in visitation procedures and etiquette, 
and willing to commit one day a week (or less depending 
on the number of volunteers) to call on our members in the 
hospital. Training will be provided soon, but visitation will 
not begin until COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.  
 
3. GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP LEADERS Our first 14 
week grief support class (GriefShare) will begin January 
2021 at FUMC-Canyon. We need 4-8 people willing to 
take the first class in order to build a leadership team for 
future classes. Opportunities include meeting facilitators, 
breakout group leaders, refreshment coordinators, 
publicity, administration, and communication.  
 
If anyone is interested in exploring any of these 
opportunities, please contact:  
 
 
 
 
Pam Lehman, Associate 
Pastor - Congregational 
Care  
 
806-898-1888 (cell)  
806-655-2851 (church 
office-leave a message) 
plehman10@gmail.com  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS  ARE BACK! 
 - TAKE OUT - BY DONATION ONLY - 
Every Wednesday  
September 2nd - November 18th from 5 to 6 p.m. 
Pick up a meal and family ministry kit curbside on the 
West side of the building (by Amarillo National Bank). 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email kitchen 
coordinator Charlotte Wilson - 
usdkwilson@sbcglobal.net.  
 
September 2 
• BBQ Chicken with homemade BBQ sauce 
• Mac-N-Cheese 
• Danish Cucumber Salad 
• Watermelon  
 
September 9 
• French Dip Roll-Ups with Au Jus  
• Cucumber Tomato Avocado Salad 
• Peanut Butter Cake 
 
September 16 
• Fish and Chips 
• Homemade Tartar Sauce, Ketchup 
• Coleslaw  
• Chocolate Chip Cookies 
 
September 23 
• Chicken Fettuccine Alfredo 
• Tuscan Salad 
• Garlic Bread 
• Almond Meltaway Cookies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW FAMILY MINISTRY KITS 

Each kit will have all craft and lesson supplies you will 

need to lead a biblically grounded lesson you and your 

family can practice in your daily life.. 

Family Ministry Kits will be available for pick up: 

1. Sunday Mornings, beginning Aug. 30 

2. Wednesday Evenings, drive-thru at west door (ANB 

side) from 5:00-6:00 pm, beginning Sep 2 
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